




1

Vision, Mission & Objectives

Vision
To be recognised as a premier educational institution that practises quality pedagogy, encourages innovation and research while 
instilling values and providing a vibrant environment for the holistic development of students into valuable global citizens.

Mission
By strengthening the teaching-learning process through innovative practices, the institution will stimulate the spirit of scientific 
enquiry and discovery in academics. By providing state-of- the-art institutional infrastructure and excellent human resources the 
college will foster a better educational environment. The institute will also impart training in entrepreneurial and life skills for 
enhancing employability.

Objectives
       To hone students’ focus and help them gain depth in their chosen area of study to achieve academic excellence
       To enable them to prepare for lifelong learning by nurturing independent thinking
       To sensitize the students towards the immediate environment and the society at large
       To provide a platform to actualize students’ talents and encourage them to mould their passion into profession

Quality Policy Statement
Mithibai college is committed to quality through:-
       The support of all stakeholders that will enable us to improve service offered to our learners.
       Maximization of our human &amp; other resources to effectively enhance the quality of education.
       Provision of state-of- the-art Infrastructure and ICT facilities to augment the teaching learning process.
       Fostering competencies that will enable the learners to meet the changing demands of a changing world.
       Inculcating a sense of moral responsibility towards society and the environment.
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The history of Mithibai College has been a narrative of responding to the call of society. Mithibai College of Arts and Chauhan Insti-
tute of Science, the flagship institute of Shri Vile Parle Kelavani Mandal (SVKM) was instituted in 1961, in order to provide premium 
education to the residents of the suburb of Vile Parle and surrounding areas. Amrutben Jivanlal College of Commerce and Econom-
ics was established in 1981 to address the rising demand for education in the commerce stream. Fifty seven years into fulfilling the 
vision and mission of the college by aiming to equip the students to push the boundaries of knowledge while sensitizing them to 
the need for compassion and integrity as individuals and global citizens, Mithibai College is faced with a new call.

At a time when the world is faced with an explosion of knowledge and technological innovations, the call is to move into more 
experimental and innovative territories of autonomous educational system. In order to improve the quality of higher education, the 
Government of India, through the UGC has recommended the delinking of academically well-established colleges from the system 
of affiliation to a university, so as to promote academic excellence. The motto of Mithibai college is Higher and Still Higher is proving 
itself by achieving accolades every year in the last couple of years like the Reaccreditation by NAAC with grade A with CGPA 3.57 in 
the scale of 4, its endorsement by DST- FIST grants of Rs.80 lac & DBT-Star college Scheme by Department of Science and Technolo-
gy & Department of Biotechnology, Government of India respectively this year. It is only fitting that Mithibai College which has been 
conferred The Best College Award, Urban Area, for the academic year 2016-17 by University of Mumbai “in recognition of valuable 
academic achievements, state of art Infrastructure and participation of the college teachers &amp; students in the university system 
through various mechanisms of the University” transform itself into a strong autonomous institution. I am sure that the College is 
equipped and ready to answer this call and is poised to take up the challenge.

As members of an institution sworn to the task of discovery and dissemination of knowledge, I am sure that the faculty, the staff and 
students of Mithibai College will pursue the new challenge with confidence, wisdom and hope.

Shri. Amrish Patel
Hon. President and Trustee, SVKM

President’s Message
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Mithibai College has always remained committed to the spirit of developing and sharing knowledge, true to the vision of the col-
lege. The powerful e-learning resources and the cutting edge infrastructural backing expedite the practice of pedagogy, cultural 
and athletic activities. The faculty and students reach out qualitatively and quantitatively to the deserving in society through sev-
eral outlets. The many recognitions that the college received are ample testaments to the contributions made by the college to 
the society at many levels. On the academic arena, the faculty and students are realigning themselves in research endeavours. This 
is being done particularly through FIST (Fund for Improvement of Science & Technology) grant received from the Government of 
India, and the college is moving ahead with concrete plans to further strengthen the research base and culture. The Department of 
Biotechnology (DBT) STAR College Grant received by the college, is intended to further the cause of science and to provide the un-
dergraduate students with the necessary technical skills for the same. The objectives of this realignment towards research across all 
the faculties is in keeping with the rapidly evolving research scenario across the world and the call is to engage in greater interdisci-
plinary effort in research. This would lead to more fruitful and productive results in knowledge generation, education and teaching. 
The exponential growth in the use of technology in the aid of education is recognized and practised extensively in Mithibai College.

In the way ahead, the imperatives are many and one of them is a progression towards being an Autonomous college, exercising 
independent control over daily operations and curriculum. The conferring of The Best College Award in urban area, on Mithibai Col-
lege is an acknowledgement of the readiness of our institution to take on the new endeavour. This would lead to manifesting our 
vision completely and further substantiating our position as a major college in the city and the country. The students are provided 
with the tools,
technological and otherwise, to continue learning and growing long after they leave the institution.

I hope that the faculty and staff shall not be complacent with the accolades received by the college and that they will move Higher 
and Still Higher true to the motto of Mithibai College.

I would like to wish the faculty and students the best while they make this paradigmatic shift into a more independent and empow-
ered phase of transacting education further, with Autonomy.

Shri. Sunandan Divatia
Mentor, Mithibai College
Hon. Secretary, SVKM

Mentor’s Message
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In the present day globalized world India is trying to redefine the world equation in-terms of population, political power, economy 
and volume of consumption of natural resources. Development and progress of the citizens are defined by the knowledge of youth 
and skilled manpower. Needless to say, education is the key factor in shaping the budding youth. Several factors have contributed 
to the degradation of quality of higher education system as quality of research and infrastructure, lack of accountability, lack of 
arousing interest in natural and social sciences as also lack of innovation. An education not driven by innovation is bereft of purpose.

Keeping this in mind, Mithibai College is striving hard to keep innovation and quality of Higher education system at the forefront of 
curricular as also co-curricular activities. The phenomenal growth of the college in the arena of teaching and research has brought 
about a paradigm shift in true sense. Mithibai College has been honoured with DBT-STAR College status with a grant of 69 lakhs 
for popularizing science in undergraduate and school students. Not just DBT, the college is also honoured with DST-FIST, grant of 
Rs. 80 lakhs, as Funds for Improvement of Science and Technology. The college has been shouldering these responsibilities with 
the help of excellent faculty, state of art infrastructure and by infusion of new technology. The administrative office as also library 
is fully digitized.

This year Mithibai College has been conferred with ‘BEST COLLEGE AWARD-2016- 17’ by University of Mumbai. The college has also 
been awarded with the prestigious ‘MAHARASHTRA TIMES –SAMAJIK BHAAN PURASKAR’ for its contribution in Institutional Social 
Responsibility activities.

As per the UGC 2018 gazette on Autonomy, all colleges with NAAC CGPA more than 3.50 are to be awarded Autonomy status 
without onsite visit. Mithibai College with NAAC CGPA of 3.57 is at present in the process of gaining UGC concurrence for grant of 
Autonomous status. With this status, the college would have updated syllabus to help students adapt with the changing market 
scenario. Attempts are being made at making education liberal, and introducing new practices and applied research work. With the 
attainment of Autonomy, such developments would fulfil the very purpose of education, raising Mithibai Higher Still and Higher.

Dr. Rajpal Shripat Hande
Principal, Mithibai College

Principal’s Message
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In Memoriam

 Mithibai College pays respect to late Vice President, SVKM, Shri. Pravin V. Gandhi, who passed away on 9th August 2017, at the 
age of 77. We are deeply saddened and grieved by the loss.

Late Shri. Pravin V. Gandhi

24.11.1940 - 09.08.2017

(Hon. Vice President)
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Editor’s Note

 
The academic year, 2017-18 has been  momentous and will go down in the history of Mithibai College as a year which has set in 
motion striking shifts in the culture of education. It is undeniable that the moment is potent with ambitious and optimistic possi-
bilities for the future. At this time, when we negotiate these tremendous transformations, it is pertinent and apposite that we trace 
the roots which run deep and nourish this great institution. 

Suraj Subramanian along with Ms. Sheela Mukherjee, in ‘A Student, An HOD and a Well-Known Brand of Soap’  discuss  one of the 
greatest poets of the modern times and our first Head of the Department, English, Nissim Ezekiel. The research into the glorious 
literary past of our college unearthed veritable gems like the greats in Gujarati literature - Chandrakant Bakshi, Mansukhlal Zaveri, 
Sitanshu Mehta, who won the prestigious Saraswati Samman recently, and who have walked our corridors as respected and much 
loved professors, in the early years of the college. The list is by no means exhaustive. It is a reminder to the fact that  we need to 
document and study the history, literary and otherwise, of the college, lest we forget the heritage we are heirs to. We hope to have 
opened a tiny crack into the possibilities of  recording and retelling  the history of our college.

Mithaas 2017-18 is powered by a passionate student editorial team who has spent the better part of the year working tirelessly 
towards reinventing  the magazine. A vibrant PR team and a diligent editors’ team formed the backbone.  The social media reach 
out program was managed by Saloni Punatar revved up the visibility and reach of the magazine. The new look for Mithaas is for-
mulated by our chief designer Tanvi Jani and Rifat Syed, who worked hard to develop and implement a design that’s elegant and 
easy to navigate, along with curating some of the best works of illustrations and photography from the submissions made by the 
students of the college. 

We have researched and hand picked a few of the best poems and short stories in four different languages, and Tanisha Mehta and 
Rupal Vyas segregated and identified articles for Mithaas, editing a number of articles which negotiate insightful and revelatory 
facets of present day reality.

I thank the management and the Principal for their support and guidance in bringing out the magazine.

-Priya  Joseph
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Student Editors’ Note

As overwhelming as it is to edit for a college that carries a legacy of 57 years, its character and edifice, ever under construction, the 
six of us united by our love for literature are doing this for one reason.  

Many people define their reading habits narrowly. You read novels. You read nonfiction. You read prose. You read the newspaper. 
But we don’t know anyone who rules out a college magazine as an enjoyable and provocative way to spend a succinct period of 
reading time.

Well, we intend on changing that!

Welcome to Mithaas 2017-18 the annual publication of Mithibai.
While we were putting this issue together, we were thinking of the ways in which you as a student or teacher might be assessing 
the last academic year. What did you accomplish? What made you proud? We hope you hear some echo of your own achievements 
in these pages. That’s what we were aiming for: to feature the outrageous and awe-inspiring achievements of our college.
Within these pages, you will also find an interview with a former HOD of English Ms. Sheela Mukherjee on the first head of the 
department and esteemed poet Nissim Ezekiel, a book and genre review, a bitter-sweet piece on how to keep theatre alive and a 
varied range of other articles and write-ups that span ideas and thoughts across issues of students, tributes to the old and appreci-
ation for the popular and the upcoming.

Like every year the students have sent in their best of literature, flaunting their command over Hindi, Marathi, Gujarati, French, and 
English. In addition to this, we have also brought in a new perspective to arts by tapping into design and photography.

This year’s issue has something for everyone.

How will you finish out this academic year, you wonder? 

A small advice from the editorial team.

To those of you graduating we say, it’s a natural time to take the temperature of your career. Take a minute and write down five 
qualities that make you proud of yourself as a person. Then take a stab at five actions you still need to take to get you there. To the 
others who still have time, sit back and enjoy the bliss of studying in the autonomous Mithibai. 

A humble reminder, don’t judge a book by its cover.

We wish you a new beginning. And lots of voice.

- Suraj Subramanian, Saloni Punatar, Tanisha Mehta, Rifat Syed & Rupal Vyas
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Autonomy - Excellence In Academics - The Way Ahead

 University Grants Commission (UGC) has granted Autonomy to 60 universities and colleges across the country.  This has 
been announced by the HRD Minister Shri Prakash Javadekar. This announcement is a progressive step towards global competition 
of higher education. We are proud that Mithibai College is one amongst these to be conferred graded autonomy by UGC for 10 
years without onsite visit of expert committee since college has been reaccredited by NAAC A grade with 3.57 CGPA on a 4 point 
scale.  In Southern India, autonomy is being practiced in a number of colleges.  Till date, the UGC has awarded autonomy to 621 
colleges across the country. Tamil Nadu has the highest number of 181, followed by Andhra Pradesh with 84 autonomous colleges, 
Karnataka with 70 colleges and Maharashtra’s number is around 30.  Autonomy aims at to relieve the colleges from the regulatory 
authorities such as University/UGC.  This ambitious plan of the UGC to liberate educational institutions from the regulatory control 
was first proposed by NITI Aayog in June 2017.  The Prime Minister’s Office appointed a committee headed by former Vice Chairper-
son of NITI Aayog, Mr. Arvind Panagariya to suggest reforms in higher education.  The panel submitted its report in August 2017.  
The UGC’s new regulations on Graded Autonomy, formerly known as categorization of universities/institutions for grant of Graded 
Autonomy Regulations 2018, was notified in February 2018.  This was amongst the panel’s recommendations. Under these rules, 
central, state deemed and private universities are graded into three groups with different degrees of autonomy under which it is 
categorized.   The universities are considered for autonomy, subject to their submitting request in the prescribed format of UGC.  
In India, considering the overall situation of universities with reference to affiliated colleges, the number of affiliated colleges have 
increased manifold and has gone beyond the administrative capacity of any university in the country. This has put pressure on the 
university administration. For e.g., in Maharashtra, the number of affiliated colleges under the University of Mumbai has increased 
to 850.  Similarly in the case of Savitribai Phule Pune University, Rastrasant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur University and Dr. Babasaheb 
Ambedkar Marathwada University, the number of affiliated colleges is around 800 each.  Considering the pressure and ill effect this 
can have on the administration, The Maharashtra Public Universities Act, 2016 has mentioned the solution for the affiliated system, 
which is autonomy.  The colleges which are excelling academically, that is, those that have been awarded higher grade in the NAAC 
accreditation/re-accreditation, may be awarded autonomy because these colleges can progress very well when compared to the 
affiliated colleges.  In addition, the administrative pressure on the universities will also be relieved. As per the UGC Autonomy Ga-
zette, 2018 such colleges will be naturally benefitted to being awarded autonomous status.  As per this Gazette, the autonomous 
college can prepare their own curriculum and can also bring about reform in the curriculum as per the requirements of the industry 
and other corporate sectors.  They can also prepare their own courses as per the guidelines of the UGC. They can conduct their own 
examinations and will have the process of assessment and declaration of results under the fast-track system.  Such autonomous 
colleges will have their own Governing Body, Academic Council, Board of Studies, Board of Examinations, Finance Committee and 
the like.

 Most important, the student who is the learner will be directly benefitted from the challenges of higher education choice-
based system by way of updated programs and courses as the learner will get the benefit of the updated mechanism.

 The concept of ‘autonomy’ is a radical departure from the existing affiliation system to SELF-GOVERNANCE. Autonomy is 
the path which aids in ratifying the words of Swami Vivekananda, “Education is not the amount of information that is put in your 
mind.  The use of higher education is to find out how to solve the problems of life.” 

 The system of affiliation was originally designed when their number under the university was less.  The university could 
then effectively oversee the working of its affiliated colleges, act as an examining body and award degrees.  However, with the 
rapid increase in the number of colleges / educational institutions, the system became unmanageable and started losing out in the 
quality of governance.  Now it is becoming increasingly difficult for any university even to effectively attend to the varied needs of 
the affiliated/constituent individual colleges in a regular way and in reasonable t mechanism to monitor the observance of these 
standards. Hence, as it stands, the University has become a huge examination mechanism conducting exams of thousands of stu-
dents every year in regular and private streams, evaluating answer reasonable time. Although the university sets standards, there is 
no proper mechanism to monitor the observance of these standards. Hence, as it stands, the University has become a huge exam-
ination mechanism conducting exams of thousands of students every year in regular and private streams, evaluating answer books 
and declaring results, as a process of routine, with very less  accountability, not to mention innovation. Outdated syllabi, the recent 
mess with regards to University examinations throw light on the same.  

-Dr. Rajpal Shripat Hande
(Principal)

Articles
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 The Acts, Statutes, Ordinances and Regulations of the university and its common system, governing all colleges irrespec-
tive of their characteristic strengths, weaknesses and locations, have adversely affected the academic development of individual 
colleges. Virtually all affiliated/constituent colleges of a university are supposed to strictly adhere to the given system and any 
initiative or innovation, outside the given ambit, taken by a particular college, is often treated by the university as an infringement 
of its dictum.  Since any college can hardly afford the unnecessary displeasure of its parent university, even in respect of matters 
falling in the gray areas, they look to the parent University for guidance.  This delimitation restricts their involvement/initiative in 
the field of higher education and thus adversely affects healthy development of the colleges. In the given scenario, the colleges are 
required to follow the syllabus and academic calendar of the university.  They do not have the freedom to modernize their curricula 
to make it relevant to the locale specific needs, resources and aspirations. An Autonomous college will have the freedom to decide 
on curriculum and course of study. The teachers themselves will study the individual and social needs, and based on the feedback 
from the industry, employers, faculty, students, recent research thrust areas as also the current status of technology, will arrive at the 
course of study and design the curriculum in order that every student is well informed of the recent development in the discipline 
of his choice; is capable of self - learning, reasoning and is creative.

 What is still more lamentable in this present university affiliated scenario is that the existing system hardly encourages 
leadership in the field of higher education and prefers to operate in a domineering style.  Even when the colleges have the capacity 
and capability for offering programs of higher standards, they do not have the freedom to do so within the prevailing routine and 
rigid bureaucratic style of functioning of the university system. Focus can be given on revising/ innovating/designing new add-on 
courses as also working out its own assessment/examination/ evaluation system and declaring results.
  The University’s monitoring of the quality of teaching, research, physical facilities like library, infrastructure and laboratory 
equipment is often nominal. Hence, often colleges with state-of-the-art infrastructure are not able to use them as per the require-
ment of the students. With attainment of autonomy, colleges can make maximum utilization of all their facilities for the betterment 
of students.
 The main thrust in autonomous colleges, is maintaining and promoting academic excellence among its students. A sub-
stantial qualitative development in the students’ attitude, basic improvement in discipline, better staff, student interaction and 
higher employability are the essential challenges that can take place under autonomy.
 With the recent KNOWLEDGE BOOM, the world has become a small place to live in. This has necessitated developing stu-
dents who are well-versed with all that that happens on the other side of the globe. In the years to come, autonomy can encourage 
collaborations with Universities abroad as also initiate student-teacher exchange programs.
 The academic standards of the university in research, laboratories, and libraries existing are given less attention under the 
existing system. However, autonomous colleges will provide proper attention to physical infrastructure and thereby an atmosphere 
conducive to learning can be created.  The basic principle of autonomous colleges is to enhance the overall academic development 
of the learners.  Overall, autonomy has become the need of the hour mainly because of the increase in the number of the existing af-
filiating colleges which is putting pressure on the university administration as well as because of the anomalies in the examination 
system by way of which results are not declared on time. As a result of these causative factors, students are suffering academically.  
All these will be taken care of by the autonomous colleges.  
       
CHALLENGES FACING AUTONOMOUS INSTITUTES:
 As more and more numbers of colleges are becoming autonomous, the academic standard of these colleges will be en-
hanced at a faster rate.  These developments will certainly provide new dimensions and reputations for these colleges. Hence this 
is one of the challenges, the challenge to maintain high standards, the sanctity of the examinations and to declare the results on 
time.  Universities need to provide a proactive system such as ‘Single Window System’, updated administrative facilities whereby 
as per the Autonomy Gazette, 2018 within a month the university needs to complete the process of sending the proposal to the 
UGC, for this there is a requirement for developing independent section.  Also in order to maintain high academic standards in au-
tonomous colleges, the management needs to implement automation such as SAP system, end to end solutions for examinations 
and the changes in the institutes as per the globalized needs. Autonomy is also the challenge facing the professors, challenging 
their mature thought processes to take on academic challenges, and work towards the overall development of the learner.  To fulfil 
the academic needs of the learners, the professors need to put in extra efforts.  To maintain the academic programs and courses in 
updated forms, the professors need to take care of such challenges.  In an autonomous status, with the professors’ higher academic 
involvement and freedom which comes with great responsibility, it will invariably provide fulfilment and satisfaction to the teach-
ers.
 Autonomy is the need of the hour and also a fast-track path towards excellence for the learner, teachers and for the insti-
tutes which have proved their academic excellence by way of high NAAC rating, like Mithibai College. Mithibai College was awarded 
‘A’ grade with 3.57 CGPA on a 4 point scale by NAAC.  The colleges which have high standards of reputation and those willing to take 
on the challenges of autonomy, will excel and will make the learner competent in the global scenario.
 MITHIBAI COLLEGE - THE JOURNEY TOWARDS AUTONOMY
 Mithibai College of Arts and Chauhan Institute of Science, the flagship institute of Shri Vile Parle Kelavani Mandal (SVKM), 
was instituted in 1961 with the aim of providing premium education to the residents of the suburb of Vile-Parle and its surrounding 
areas. Amrutben
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Jivanlal College of Commerce and Economics was established in 1981 to address the rising demand for education in the commerce 
stream.

The institutional improvement has been extended to academic and overall development of students and the infrastructural facili-
ties of the college.  The college believes that institutional improvement is a fundamental element in quality assurance and utmost 
efforts are made to enhance every aspect of the academic experience. Recognizing the fact that the primary responsibility for qual-
ity assurance in higher education lies with the institution, the college volunteered for the accreditation program of NAAC and was 
awarded ‘A’ grade with CGPA 3.57 in February 2016. 

Thereafter, the IQAC proposed on the strength of the NAAC Peer team recommendations,that the college should move ahead to 
applying for autonomous status. The same recommendation was forwarded by the Local Managing Committee and put forward for 
approval by the SVKM Management, who graciously passed a resolution to this effect. 
The college sent in their proposal report which was submitted on 28th June, 2016. The university scrutiny by the University Com-
mittee went through the proposal at its November 2016 meeting and the recommendations of the same were sent to University. 
A Local Inquiry Committee of the University was appointed and the same visited the campus of Mithibai College.  They submitted 
their recommendations to the University. The academic council deliberated on the same and passed a resolution to the effect, 
which was further ratified by the Management Council.

In its 17th May, 2017 meeting, the recommendations of LIC, Academic Council and Management Council by the University and the 
recommendations of the University were received by the Government. The recommendations of the Government along with earlier 
recommendations were sent to the UGC for approval, where, the UGC set up a Visit committee.
Meanwhile, on 12th February, 2018, the UGC Gazette on the conferment of autonomous status on colleges and university was re-
leased and Mithibai College was granted graded autonomy on 20th March, 2018.

IQAC took up the responsibility to clear misconceptions, if any, with the faculty and held an off-site Faculty Development Program 
(FDP) on “Sustainable Quality Enhancement” from 18th-19th March 2016, at Ram Bhau Mhalgi Prabodhini. The Principal, Dr. Rajpal 
Shripat Hande and Dr. B.S.Madhukar (Advisor, NAAC) gave sound insights into why Mithibai College should progress post-NAAC 
reaccreditation with Autonomy, College of Potential for Excellence, DBT Star Status, Cluster University. A Kaizen session was also 
held for the faculty members to resolve issues if any. Thereafter, multiple interactions were held with the non-teaching staff as well 
as students to give an insight into autonomous status. 

A workshop on ‘Curriculum Design and Development’ was held on 24 August, 2016, so as to accelerate the process of curriculum 
design. The resource persons for the workshop were Dr. D. Harichandan, Professor and Ex-Director, Institute of Distance and Open 
Learning, University of Mumbai and Dr. Arvind Dhond, Associate Professor St. Xavier’s College, who emphasized on need to bring 
in innovations that could be brought into the curriculum. The Ad-hoc subject boards were constituted as per statute S.626, of the 
University of Mumbai. A subject board was constituted of faculty members, subject experts from NMIMS University and autono-
mous colleges, experts from Industry and student representatives. The ball was set rolling and deliberations have been conducted 
for over a year and the curriculum is now ready for implementation under Mithibai College, with Autonomous status. 

Post the grant of autonomous status, IQAC conducted another off-site Faculty development program (FDP) on “Academic Excel-
lence and Autonomy” which provided a platform for final deliberations on finalization of curriculum, evaluation pattern and other 
nitty gritties that need to be taken care of under an autonomous system.  The program was held on 7th and 8th April, 2018, where 
Dr. Merzban Kotwal, Controller Examinations, St. Xavier’s College, Dr. Samidha Pawaskar, Dean, Research & Consultancy, K.J.College 
of Science and Commerce and Dr. Urmi Palan, Vice- Principal, Ruia College, gave insights into the various aspects of credibility and 
transparency under the autonomous status. 

The entire process of autonomy was initiated in Mithibai College, after the reaccreditation with high grade and CGPA, with scru-
pulous planning and consistent follow up with the regulatory authorities, as well as planned process for curriculum design and 
development with the representatives from the industry, corporate sector and the University of Mumbai as well as from the SVKM’S 
NMIMS University.  This journey of two years has equipped the faculty, students and the staff with insight, as a result of the time 
bound preparation for the implementation of autonomy, from the academic year 2018-19.

True to the motto of Mithibai College ‘Higher and Still Higher’, and coincidentally at this juncture, the Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha 
Abhiyan (RUSA) has sent an invitation to Mithibai College for the creation of University by upgrading the existing autonomous col-
lege.  This is an honour and endorsement of the academic excellence and the reputation of Mithibai College. 
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A Student, an HOD and a Well-Known Brand of Soap

And he did that “democratically”. The 12 long years (1961-1972) that he was the head of the English Department, he allocated 
the syllabus among his colleagues, giving everyone the topics they wished to teach, beginning with the junior most teacher.  but 
then he would also add ‘along with that something that you don’t want because you must learn new things.’ Ms. Mukherjee re-
marked,“when it was my turn, I followed the same tradition because like Nissim, I believed  that it is only when you love the subject, 
you teach it well and unless you teach the subject you won’t love it.”
In our four hour long conversation, we spoke of many ingenious and relevant topics, I don’t remember asking Ms. Mukherjee any 
questions. When she was not busy feeding us, she was talking about books and reading, the current state of education, how a 
teacher’s contribution to society maybe kept alive by teaching children and of course, she spoke about Nissim. Well, one always has 
a lot to say when a man is as considerate as he was. She said, “Can you believe it?  A man of that stature, to care for his subordinates 
so much.”
He not only encouraged the teachers to learn and explore new avenues in literature, he also facilitated  it by creating a reading 
habit in the staff room. He often observed the reading habits of the younger teachers of the departement and if a teacher  showed 
interest in a particular genre, he would recommend relevant books to them. He was the first one to introduce Henry James to Ms. 
Mukherjee, one of her favourite authors. Along with other books, he also subscribed to the library the standard sets like ‘The En-
counter’ and ‘The London Magazine’ and of course, all the other Indian publications, for the students keen on reading. 
Sometimes there would be a ‘mela’ in the staffroom when book vendors would come and display all the books on the table, related 
to literature and Nissim would ask the teachers to take a pick for the library. Ms. Mukherjee exclaimed, “That’s how we created this 
wonderful collection in our library”. 
What she also recalled is the quality of Nissim’s heart, his childlike simplicity and his enjoyment of the simple pleasures of life, like 
a good poem, a plate of soft idlis, a piece of cake and a cup of cold coffee available at the Churchgate station. These idlis and cof-
fee were sometimes offered to his students who would bump into him in the canteen and if you were lucky enough to be in the 
staffroom during the 3:00 pm break, he would send the peon to the circle at the corner of the road, where once upon a time stood 
a ‘sev puri wala’ and a ‘gola wala’, to get gola for everyone. 

Today while in the shower, holding a defective ver-
sion of a well-known brand of soap, I was thinking 
about the complications and politics involved with the 
use of language, and about a man who mastered this 
in the Indo-English poetic scene for half a century. A 
poet whom I recently discovered was the Vice Princi-
pal and also the first Head of the English department 
of our college. As my fascination with him  grew, with 
the help of one of my favorite teachers, I decided to 
hunt down his successor Ms. Sheela Mukherjee who 
was not only his long-time colleague and student, but 
also a friend, to get to know more about him.
Who is Nissim Ezekiel? That’s the question this article 
raises, and through this interview with Ms. Mukher-
jee, I attempt to throw light on the many facets of his 
life and genius: the poet who brought in modernity 
to Indian poetry in English; a sensitive and perceptive 
critic who, through hundreds of reviews and articles, 
strove to improve the literary atmosphere in India; the 
man who influenced and promoted a host of young 
poets; an art critic who, never intimidated by a paint-
er’s reputation, spoke his mind; a superb prose writ-
er; founder-editor of Quest and Poetry India; editor of 
Freedom First and The Indian P.E.N.; a playwright and 
broadcaster; and above all, a committed individual 
who dedicated twelve long years of his life to building 
an institution as great as Mithibai. 

Article

-Suraj Subramanian
         (T.Y.B.A. Literature) Discussing A Poet Over Tea
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If you were in South Bombay, you would find him in one of the small unpretentious Udipi restaurants. Here he would read your 
poems and also listen to the stories of your lives and sometimes offer cryptic comments, which you would realise were rather saga-
cious. He never turned away anybody who had a poem to recite, a story to narrate.  
As one of the Bene Israeli Jews who decided to stay back in India, even after the birth of the State of Israel in 1948, the fluent Marathi 
that he spoke wasn’t enough to ward off criticism  for being an outsider trying to fit in, and writing in the language of the colonial 
empire didn’t help build his position in the society. To racial purists and advocates of ethnic homogeneity, Ms. Mukherjee’s message 
has great import today. She  says “Jews are brilliant people, their contribution to Mumbai has been significant just like the Parsis and 
anyone who has met Nissim, can’t even think of hating Jews”. Truth be said, his overtones and undertones of irony and self-mockery 
by bending the English language into the Indian way of thought and articulation, arguably made it more Indian than any other 
Indian writer writing in English. He has also been said to have started a school of poetry, for he had a great influence on the con-
temporary English poets like Dom Moraes, Adil Jussawalla, Gieve Patel and his influence on young indian writers like Ranjit Hoskote 
shaped the future of Indian English poetry.
She said “Sometimes he would show his poem to me and ask what I thought of it”, self-deprecatingly commenting on her youth 
and naivete as making her inadequate to pass comments on a writer of Nissim’s standing. He preferred modernist English style of 
writing over the floridity of the popular English verse of the time, which  changed by 1965 and started embracing India’s English 
vernacular. She sometimes wondered why Nissim wrote what he wrote and that “poets like him should not write in English” but with 
more exposure to poetry that was written in English as a whole and Indian English poetry in general, the simplicity in his poems 
became relevant and appealing. 
But who are we to validate his work? He was awarded the Sahitya Akademi Award in 1983 for his Poetry collection, Latter Day Psalms 
and also received the Padma Shri from the then President Shri. R. Venkataraman in 1988. 
After he left Mithibai College, he continued teaching at the University of Mumbai. The University  had brought out a Festschrift in his 
honour for his contribution to academics and literature. Unfortunately, by the time the book was released on 16 December, 1998, 
Nissim’s 74th birthday, the brilliant mind was already in the grip of the insidious Alzheimer’s disease. Ms. Mukherjee recalled reading 
an article in the newspaper about the famous poet who was found sleeping on a bench at the Churchgate station, imagining it to 
be his home till a former student discovered him there. Ultimately he was confined to a small hospital, rarely recollecting the names 
of his visitors or recognising their faces, but acknowledging them with his warm smile. He tried to remember their names by main-
taining a notebook, where his visitors would sign up every time they came to meet him. Even though memory, language, thought 
were disrupted in the great mind,  in the last few years of his life, we would like to believe that poetry never left his mind and even 
as he departed, he left us with his poetry still alive in our hearts.
After the unequivocal declaration of the  victory of home cooked Bengali meal over fast food, it was time for a rendition of Nissim’s 
poetry. As we listened enthralled, steeped in thought, kindness and the sensibility of a  great poet, a complete teacher and a tre-
mendous human being, she began with a brief prelude: 
“I want to read you a couple of Nissim’s  poems”
‘Very Indian Poem in Indian English’,
 ‘Soap’, 
“you may have read ‘Soap’!”

Some people are not having manners,
this I am always observing,
For example other day I find
I am needing soap
For ordinary washing myself purposes.
So I’m going to one small shop
nearby in my lane and I’m asking
for well-known brand soap.
  That shopman he’s giving me soap
  but I’m finding it defective version.
  So I’m saying very politely — -
  though in Hindi I’m saying it,
  and my Hindi is not so good as my English,
  Please to excuse me
  but this is defective version of well-known brand soap.

That shopman is saying
and very rudely he is saying it,
What is wrong with soap?
Still I am keeping my temper
and repeating very smilingly
Please to note this defect in soap,
and still he is denying the truth.
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So I’m getting very angry that time
and with loud voice I am saying
YOU ARE BLIND OR WHAT?
Now he is shouting
YOU ARE CALLING ME BLIND OR WHAT?
Come outside and I will show you
Then I am shouting
What you will show me
Which I haven’t got already?
It is vulgar thing to say
but I am saying it.
   Now small crowd is collecting
   and shopman is much bigger than me,
   and I am not caring so much
   for small defect in well-known brand soap.
   So I’m saying
   Alright OK Alright OK
   this time I will take
   but not next time. 

You can hear Ms. Mukherjee recite this and a couple of other poems like ‘Sparrow’ and ‘Night of the Scorpion’ by following us on 
Instagram and Facebook. If you thought this poem was funny, wait until you watch her read it. 

In its founding years, Mithibai College was home to many poets and writers. Principal Amrutlal Yagnik, the first Principal of Mithibai 
College who himself, a Gujarati poet, surrounded himself with other literary geniuses like Nissim Ezekiel, (check ‘A Student, an HOD 
and a Well-Known Brand of Soap’, Page 19), Chandrakant Keshavlal Bakshi who was known for his bold and new concepts in writing 
in Gujarati literature,  during his time and Mansukhlal Maganlal Zaveri who was a Gujarati poet, critic and literary historian. Chan-
drakant Bakshi joined Mithibai as a professor of History, in 1970 and retired as Principal of the college in 1982 and was the Sheriff 
of Mumbai in 1999. Mansukhlal Zaveri, a professor of Gujarati,  is the author of the irreplaceable History of Gujarati Literature. His 
daughter Usha Sattawala served the college as Gujarati professor later. 

Another name that comes to mind is Sitanshu Yashaschandra Mehta, a pathfinder among contemporary Indian poets, a dramatist 
regarded with esteem by professional and experimental Gujarati theatre personnel alike, and a refreshingly insightful literary theo-
rist. Though for a brief time, he taught Gujarati in our College, from 1972 to 1975 and his contribution to the department has made 
it one of the prominent departments of the college. Presently he serves as the President of the Gujarati Sahitya Parishad.

He has been described as a poet of ‘Ajanabahu Udgar’ (‘of far reaching influence’)capable of encompassing a widespread reality. A 
contemporary Hindi poet has, in a  poem, “Jal hi Jal” (“Water, more water”) likened him with an ancient well in a distant village, where 
waters have a link, through the shattered rocks at its bottom, with the primordial waters of a subterranean sea.

His collection of verses titled Vakhar has been selected for the 2017 ‘Saraswati Samman’. The collection engages with larger and 
more immediate human conditions and hence with “the political”. Saraswati Samman is  the annual award given to an outstanding 
literary work in any Indian language published in the 10 years preceding the specified award year. It is the one of the highest awards 
given in recognition of literary works in any of the 22 languages listed in Schedule VIII of the Constitution of India, in the country and 
carries a citation, a plaque and an award money of   .15 lakh.

Sitanshu  has also been honored with the Sahitya Akademi Award for Gujarati  in 1987 for his poetry collection Jatayu. He  received 
Ranjitram Suvarna Chandrak, the highest award in Gujarati literature, in 1987. He was awarded the Padma Shri, the fourth highest 
civilian award in India, in 2006. The Government of Madhya Pradesh conferred the  Rashtriya Kabir Samman in 1998. Indian National 
Theatre – Gujarat Samachar award, Nanalal Award, Gujarat State Government Poetry award are other honours bestowed on him. 
He was selected for Adyakavi Narsinh Mehta Award in 2008 which he had declined. In 2013, he won the Sahitya Gaurav Puraskar.

We congratulate him for winning this highly deserved award and are grateful for his contribution in making Mithibai College the 
great institution that it has become. 

An Award Long Due 
-Suraj Subramanian

         (T.Y.B.A. Literature) 
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-Ilham Motlekar
(T.Y.B.A. Literature) 

Oh, what ails me should you ask?
Nothing as frightful a thing –
but a head of tales and tasks. 
A poem to be done,
A play to be studied before the sun could set. 
A novel about a monster,
A novel garbed in red.
A tale about tragic heroes,
A tale about the almost dead.
The life about an old man – 
who’d rather be a mechanical bird than a soul that bled. 
A journey of three Magi, 
A theory most mislead...
Twice removed from reality? 
Nay twice removed from my head. 
An ode to autumn,
Futility about bloodshed. 
The nightmares of a city boy, 
The bane that critics dread. 
My teachers tried to tell me of all the lines to embed, 
My mother tried to warn me of time passing on ahead. 
Oh, what ails me should you ask?
Nothing as frightful a thing –
But a list of tales and tasks, 
That shouldn’t have been unDonne.

Expression
This paper here, my form of expression-
Scribbling over and over again, 
Trying so hard,
So hard to make sense.
My darkest depths, my deepest regrets 
All in one small parchment.
This paper here, my form of expression-
Full of smudged ink 
And hand impressions
 Restlessness seeping through 
With this black ink. 
A window to my mind and soul
Is what it provides
This is my ultimate truth, no place to hide.
This paper here, my form of expression-
So blank and white 
Perfectly  pristine, 
It’s almost daunting.
This feeling of nothingness
Scattered everywhere,
Leaving behind no trace
No feelings left to spare.

-Rifat Syed
(T.Y.B.A. Literature) 

Literature           
A Merciless Subject
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The rain had become incessant now. It continued to wash the forest like it would raise a river. Lucy and I ran through the rain so fast 
that we couldn’t hear our own footfalls. The rain drenched us completely and made us numb. 
We knew we couldn’t go back to the city as we were almost deep inside the forest. The only option we had was to go to the old 
mansion right in the middle of the vast jungle. Only last year the idea had scared us senseless, but now it was the only place to go. 
It still had a roof and the windows were unbroken, but we could at least save ourselves from the furious storm outside. 
We had been running for about fifteen minutes now but hadn’t seen a soul yet. The only things we saw were the thick dark trees 
with their twisted branches as we fled past them. The rain hit my skin like it would go right through. My legs were slowly giving up 
and my hair flew straight back as I tried to keep pace with Lucy. 
That’s when I finally spotted the old brick mansion. We quickly made our way to the gate and then ran through the front lawn where 
the weeds brushed against our knees. Finally, we made it to the door. The storm hadn’t ceased yet instead it kept on increasing 
every passing second. The wind was blowing furiously and it almost swept us both off our feet. 
Lucy glanced at the tan-brown door in front of us and then looked at me as if asking me whether or not to knock on the door. I 
stared at her, the water droplets shone like pearls on her pretty white face, though she seemed genuinely tired. I signaled her to wait 
and sucked in a breath as I tapped on the wooden door. The cold wood sent a chill run down my whole body, so I quickly removed 
my hand. We stood there waiting for someone to open up as we continued to shiver. 
We had almost lost hope until we heard a small creak as the door opened to reveal a young, beautiful lady with long auburn co-
loured hair tied up in a pigtail. Her eyes were the lightest shade of hazel and she had a bright yellow polka dotted scarf around her 
neck. “Come on in, kids”, she spoke in a sweet but refined voice. Lucy and I glanced at each other as we entered into the cozy little 
drawing room. 
The house had all white walls and it was simple and clean as ever. There were stairs at each corner of the room. We didn’t realize 
when did we sit on the couch and began talking about stuff in general with the lady. We now knew her name - Emily. Time was fleet-
ing and soon it was evening. She offered us some cookies and took us to one of the rooms on the first floor so that we could wait 
there for a night until the storm had terminated. She closed the door behind her and Lucy and I were once again, alone together. 
The walls of this room were painted blood red and it had a picture of a man with a long beard hung right at the centre of the room. 
The room was large but not too empty either. We were busy checking out the room when the lights went out suddenly and the 
room sank in darkness. 
“Annie!”, Lucy shrieked and held onto me, her sharp nails digging into my arm which caused me to screech. I immediately yanked 
my arm away from her and switched the flashlight on, which flashed directly on her face. I could see beads of perspiration form on 
her forehead. We, without taking further time, took into the surrounding and started walking down the corridor. 
The house was indeed Elizabethan, with wooden panels along the corridors, and oil paintings of old bearded men in tunics and 
ruffs. The corridor was eerily quiet and as we walked towards the stairs, the wood beneath our feet creaked at every single step. The 
tall stairs led down the stairs to a room with the plain white sofa and a fireplace, big enough to accommodate a car. We were about 
to go downstairs when I saw a small flight of stairs leading somewhere, around the corner of the corridor.
“I think we should check that out”, my voice came out in a choked whisper. Lucy nodded her head vigorously, so I pulled her with 
me to the stairs around the corner. She resisted me, but I kept dragging her till we had gone down by the small stairs which finally 
led us to room with a blue painted wooden door. 
“Do not enter”- were the words engraved on it. Lucy’s grip on my hand tightened, her eyes fixated on the door. Her eyes widened 
and her face was washed with terror. I gave her a small nod and clasped the crystal knob twisting it which made a long creaking 
sound. The room seemed like a cover from a magazine. 
The sofa was cream but inlaid with  fine green silk. The white curtains were linen, the kind of white that is untouched by hands 
and devoid of dust. In the centre of the room lay a pile of papers and letters. The room had an ancient look. We entered slowly as 
everything was dark. I moved the flashlight from object to object until something in the corner of the room caught my attention.
 As I neared it, with Lucy still clutching my arm, I saw a white bony structure. Both of us realized what it was, and we screamed out 
of terror. Who kept a skull in a house? In fact, who lives in a house in the middle of a forest? Who was this lady? Were we actually 
trapped? How would we get out? What if she killed us? What about our parents? Our family? We can’t die this young! - these were 
some of the thousand questions running through my mind. 
We quickly turned to escape but instead, we bumped into Emily again or whoever she really was. We were so frightened that no 
words came out of our mouths, so we stood there like innocent little girls holding hands scared of everything that came our way. A 
small smile played on her thin lips and then she raised an eyebrow at us. I immediately pointed at the skull in the corner and gulped. 
She laughed then, actually laughed a little way too hard which scared us a little more. 
Lucy and I huddled closer and saw her laughing until she had tears in her eyes. Was it some kind of a joke? - I thought to myself. She 
then spoke in a soft voice and said, “Oh don’t get scared, I’m not a murderer or anything. That skull is there just for research I do”. 
I found myself asking her, “What kind of research needs a skull?”. I might have stammered a bit I think but I at least asked her. She 
smiled the brightest smile I had ever seen and said, “I am a dentist!”.

-Avani Mehta
(F.Y.J.C.) The Dentist
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-Kashmira Pradhan
        (F.Y.B.A.) 
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Love comes to this house
in bunches:
a dozen at a time

Sometimes with one extra thrown in – 
by street vendors, insisting
they can sell you better
tomorrow.

Love comes to this house
still green
readiness blushing onto skin
in soft waves

They say – 
Take them unripened for now,
keep them for a while
give it time, it will turn sweet.

Love comes to this house
Half speckled.
Sun spotted.
Lightly toasted.

This is the best time for love
when the door is swinging shut
behind tongue-sticky immaturity
and the windows are flung open
for the first breeze of Spoil.

Love comes every day in the summer
is taken in – 
ground down between teeth and baby gums
so quickly these days

When the sun heaves itself into your throat
leaves it to crack
and all that will soothe it is the soft
tack of love, unpeeled.

Love stays too long some weeks
left in unjoined pairs
they rot from the surface
at open mouths where they met

Crush overstayed love between 
your palms
bake it slowly, on low heat
be patient with this love.

Love comes to this house
in bunches
waiting to be eaten.

Consummate
-Saumya Kaulgud

 (T.Y.B.A. Literature) 
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“Une autre langue est une autre vision de la vie” 
– Federico FELLINI

La décision d’apprendre une nouvelle langue est un très grand engagement en soi. Si vous serez en mesure de consacrer suffisam-
ment de temps à cela? Combien de temps cela prendra- t-il pour le maîtriser? est-ce qu’on va en tomber amoureux? cela va-t- il être 
plus difficile que prévu? Mais je pense que c’est une belle décision.

Apprendre une nouvelle langue est toujours une expérience passionnante. Il pourrait y avoir beaucoup de raisons qui conduisent à 
la nécessité d’apprendre de nouvelles langues, mais les avantages sont vastes. Apprendre une nouvelle langue vous donne l’occa-
sion de voir les nombreuses choses qui vous entourent sous un aspect différent. Vous élargirez ainsi votre façon de penser et, à la fin, 
vous apprendrez que vous améliorerez votre intelligence. Cependant, vous devez comprendre que l’apprentissage d’une nouvelle 
langue n’est pas une tâche facile. Vous devez y investir votre temps et votre énergie pour obtenir des résultats. Il y a beaucoup de 
stress associé à cela, en gardant à l’esprit que dans la plupart des cas, une nouvelle langue va tourner autour d’une culture différente 
de ce à quoi vous êtes habitué. L’enthousiasme à apprendre est tout ce dont vous aurez besoin pour faire les premières
étapes. Après les premiers mots, vous aimerez l’expérience et vous aurez du mal à vous arrêter. Il est toujours intéressant de com-
muniquer avec les autochtonesd’une langue étrangèreconfortablement. Quand on commence à apprendre une nouvelle langue, 
on commence par des petits pas: les alphabets, la grammaire de base, les salutations, les accents, les prononciations, etc. C’est une 
expérience si rafraîchissante. Aussi le fait que l’on puisse parler une langue étrangère, ce qui ajoute à ses traits donne un sentiment 
d’autonomisation. La meilleure partie d’être multilingue est que l’on apprend sur la culture, les festivals et le style de vie des per-
sonnes d’une langue particulière. De telles choses font que l’on se sent attaché aux autres pays et aide à mieux comprendre leurs 
cultures. Selon moi, la meilleure partie de cette expérience est qu’elle ouvre des portes d’opportunités pour soi-même. On a l’oc-
casion de se faire des amis avec des gens qui ont des intérêts similaires en ce qui concerne la langue, qui vous motive à apprendre 
d’autres langues étrangères et qui vous encourage à voyager dans différents pays pour interagir avec différents types de personnes.

Enfin, je voudrais conclure en disant qu’il ne faut jamais se limiter en pensant qu’on a déjà assez appris, que le monde des langues 
est sans fin et qu’on peut toujours apprendre quelque chose de nouveau si on le souhaite.

“Parlez une nouvelle langue pour que le monde soit un nou-
veau monde ”
–Rumi

Apprendre Une Langue Étrangère

-Mahek Shaikh
                   (F.Y.B.A.) 

Article
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-Srushti Parmar                                
(T.Y.B.Sc) 

-Mansi Ketanbhai Gokani
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The perpetual beating of the stubborn rain against the rooftop, the slow rustling of the leaves as the breeze unsettles them and the 
audible munching of crispy wafers by a food enthusiast are a few glimpses from ordinary life that makes me realize the truth in the
statement-

“The earth has music for those who listen.”

As fringes of uncertainty and loneliness victimize us, a click on a fast-paced addictive tune can mitigate all misery, set our feet tap-
ping and our hearts chained to the rhythm. The accuracy of Charles Darwin’s statement holds true when he advocates that human 
beings
acquire the power of recognizing and responding to music even before the power of speech.
What would happen to balloon and confetti adorned birthdays without American Hill Sisters’ Happy Birthday to You? Newly Weds 
would have to face the plunder plagued by their loved ones at the buffet if not slow dancing to Thinking Out Loud. What option 
would Sufi saints have while indulging in dervish if there exists a paucity of couplets by Amir Khusrow? Most importantly, convent 
schools would have to rack their best brains on how to spend the morning assemblies, if not clasping the hands and singing hymns 
that involve asking the Lord to bestow showers of blessings.
Monotony of ordinary life is paused as our fingers lightly tap on our smartphones where the latest billboard buster makes its way to 
our cochlea. In jam-packed trains and buses where certain issues like body odor or overly boisterous couple performing down right 
PDA frustrate us, we can sincerely rely on our playlist to offer us some respite.
How important is language in music? For someone like me, I prefer the lyrics to be heart-wrenching and thought-provoking. As a 
fan of the Korean pop band BTS, I am amazed to find that they dethroned Justin Bieber as the top social artist at the Billboard Music 
Awards. I clearly remember when I first saw the music video for their song: Blood, Sweat, and Tears. I was stunned by its grandeur, 
magnificence, visual appeal and impressive dance moves. (Any fellow ARMY would support my honorable mention to Jimin).
Even though I was clueless about the words they sang (barring bits of the rap which was in English) and unclear about what the 
song meant, I herald it as the best music video I have ever laid my eyes on thereby calling my life before it as a total waste of exis-
tence. If I can declare Blood, Sweat, and Tears as my favorite song and Despacito can compel people to groove to its addictive tune, 
then it is conclusive that music can break through semantic barriers.
Music, whether characterized by African drum recognized as the talking drum, or by the Indian sitar, continues to lay bare the core 
human sentiments from agony to anger. As Economics teaches us, it is always a choice of selection. It is not how things are, what 
matters is rather how we choose to see and perceive it. A song that once could make my head swing in jerky movements in public 
now makes me perch my chin on my palms and mull over it. (Referring to Work by Rihanna).
Who would’ve thought that one of my most important college supplies would be a pair of earphones? Friendships can be kindled 
with a single phrase like “YES, I love Troye Sivan too!” As a rule, and fulfilling my part time hobby of an adviser, I must say that no 
matter how much one dislikes a song, one must be tactful about in in the presence of a hardcore fan.

“…’coz we’re young and reckless. We’ll take this way too far.”

If Music Be The Food Of Love, Play On
-Adiba Fatima

                   (F.Y.B.Com.) 

Article



27

-Arun Gupta
   (T.Y.B.A.Philosophy) 

Photography

-Khushee Mehta                           
(F.Y.J.C.)
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-Parantap Kaushal
 (T.Y.B.Sc)

-Suraj Subramanian                  
(T.Y.B.A. Literature)
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Book - Keeping And Accountancy
Faculty (Junior College)
Name and Qualification Seniority wise.
Gladys Albert (Chartered Accountant)

Pina Shah (M.com, B.Ed)

Swapnil Desai (M.com, B.Ed)

Pradnya Pednekar (M.com, B.Ed)

Other Notable Achievements:

Sessions were conducted for bright students and for weak students for guiding them to score 100 out of 100 in 
HSC board exam 2018 and to help improve their understanding of the subject, respectively. 

Student Achievements:
 
Rhea Shah, Dania Supariwala, Hinal Somaiya, Priyam Sharma, Ranjak Shetty and Foram Saparia scored 100 out of 
100 in Book Keeping & Accountancy in HSC Exam 2017.

Accountancy
Faculty (Degree College)
Name and Qualification Seniority wise.
Mr. Mahendrakumar R. Jain B.Com, LLB, Grad. CWA, FCA (Head of the Department)
Mr. Ashok M. Solanki  B. Com, ACS, FCA 
Mr. Tejesh V. Gandhi  M. Com, FCA
Ms. Rakhi P. Madnani  M. Com, M.A, B. Ed
Mr. Pankaj Kataria M. Com
Mr. Pratik A. Lalseta  M. Com, ACS, ACA
Ms. Lumena Carvalho M. Com, ACA
Dr. Sudhir Purohit  M. Com, P.hd. 
Dr. Kalpesh Parmar M. Com, P.hd.

Class Semester
No. Of Students Ap-
peared

Pass
Percentage

F.Y.B.Com I 848 95.40%

F.Y.B.Com II 840 88.57%

S.Y.B.Com III 784 93.88%

S.Y.B.Com IV 783 79.82%

T.Y.B.Com V 1134 99.56%

T.Y.B.Com VI 1138 99.58%

Departments
& Festivals
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Excursions/Industrial visits/Fieldtrips/ Talks by illustrious Invited Speakers:

A workshop on “Overview and Implementation of GST” was conducted by a team from M R Jain & Co. Chartered Accountants on 
24th June, 2017 to update and train the Mithibai College teaching and non-teaching staff involved in administrative and purchase 
functions. 
A talk on “Driving Business Profitability: A Financial Perspective” was delivered by CA Neeraj Tralshawala,Business head Debit Card 
(DGM), ICICI Bank on 09th September, 2017.  
A talk on “Common errors in Schedule III and Auditors Report” was delivered by CA Paresh Clerk, senior partner at Bansi S Mehta & 
Co. Chartered Accountants on 20th January, 2018. 

Faculty Achievements:

Mr. M R Jain was appointed on the Study Circle Co-ordination committee of the Western India Regional Council of The Institute of 
Chartered Accountants of India. 

Student Achievements:
 
More than 56% students scored “O” grade in the sixth semester.

Accounts & Finance (BAF)
Faculty (Degree College)
Name and Qualification Seniority wise.
Bharat Patel – FCA, M.Com, M.Phil, B.Ed, PGDFM, NET (Commerce)
Lovina Samapriya- CA, M.Com, NET (Commerce)
Soniya Jhunjhunwala-M.Com, PGDBA(Finance),NET (Commerce)

Class Semester
No. Of Students Ap-
peared

Pass
Percentage

F.Y.B.A.F I 67 100%

F.Y.B.A.F II 67 97.01%

S.Y.B.A.F III 61 96.72%

S.Y.B.A.F IV 61 100%

T.Y.B.A.F V 59 98.31%

T.Y.B.A.F VI 57 100%

Research Project/Research Papers Presented (Only) in National/International Confer-

ences/Seminar/Workshops Organized:

Soniya Jhunjhunwala published 02 papers in international journals.
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Faculty Achievements:

Bharat Patel appointed as adhoc member for BOS at N.M. College and attended a meeting on 03/02/18
Bharat Patel attended a workshop at Garware Institute, University of Mumbai on 10/02/2018

Student Achievements:
 
SYBAF  students, Janvee Shah and Vrunda Bhuta got Best paper award ( Financial literacy and Education ) at JhunJhunwala Col-
lege.Their paper will be published.
TYBAF students attended a seminar conducted by BSE Institute Ltd. on ‘Financial Markets and Career Opportunities’ on 19th De-
cember, 2017

Banking & Insurance (BBI)

Faculty (Degree College)
Name and Qualification Seniority wise.
Vinay Bharat Jadav MBA, M.Com, CFP
Archana Mahesh Mainkar M.Com, MBA, LLB, PGDBA
Baijul Anand Mehta CA, MBA, M.Com, DTM

Class Semester
No. Of Students Ap-
peared

Pass
Percentage

F.Y.B.B.I I 57 100%

F.Y.B.B.I II 57 98.25%

S.Y.B.B.I III 61 93.44%

S.Y.B.B.I IV 63 93.65%

T.Y.B.B.I V 55 98.18%

T.Y.B.B.I VI 55 98.18%

Excursions/Industrial visits/Fieldtrips/ Talks by illustrious Invited Speakers:

FYBBI Students Visited Reserve Bank of India.
Guest lecture on “Stock Analysis” was conducted by Bhavita Vasa for FYBBI students.   
Guest Lecture for SYBBI students was conducted on “Business planning & Entrepreneurship” at JJH by Mr. Pratik Thakkar.
Guest Lecture for SYBBI & TYBBI students was conducted on “Emotional Intelligence & Campus to Corporate” by Mr. Vinay Gaikar.
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Research Project/Research Papers Presented (Only) in National/International Con-

ferences/Seminar/Workshops Organized:

Baijul Mehta presented paper at a national conference on “Digital Payment System and Rural India.”

Research Papers Published in National/International Journals/Books or Chapter in 

Book published/Patents:

Baijul Mehta published a paper in a journal.
Vinay Jadav’s research paper on  “Role of Financial Inclusion for inclusive growth in India” was published in ISSSR sponsored Journal

Student Achievements:
 
Five students from SYBBI were selected for Internship at Morgan Stanley.
SYBBI students participated & won at event conducted by International Studies – NMIMS.

Finance Management

Faculty (Degree College)
Name and Qualification Seniority wise.
Mr. Mandar Thakur, M.Com 
Mr. Jaison Baby Thomas M.Com, M.A
Mr. Rohan Korgaonkar M.Com, MBA

Class Semester
No. Of Students Ap-
peared

Pass
Percentage

F.Y.B.F.M I 56 91.07%

F.Y.B.F.M II 52 94.23%

S.Y.B.F.M III 60 91.67%

S.Y.B.F.M IV 61 95.08%

T.Y.B.F.M V 61 95.08%

T.Y.B.F.M VI 62 91.94%

Research Project/Research Papers Presented (Only) in National/International Confer-

ences/Seminar/Workshops Organized:

Jaison Baby Thomas presented  a paper on ‘Financial Literacy’ at UPG College
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Research Papers Published in National/International Journals/Books or Chapter in 

Book published/Patents:

Jaison Baby Thomas presented a research Paper on ‘Financial Literacy’ in Gurunanak College Sion (E) which was published in an 
international journal.

Excursions/Industrial visits/Fieldtrips/ Talks by illustrious Invited Speakers:

Students of SYBFM & TYBFM attended the AGM of Larsen & Toubro, L&T Tech. Serv. Ltd, L&T Finance holdings Ltd. 
Students of FYBFM, SYBFM & TYBFM visited SEBI.
FYBFM students had a Guest Lecture on Analysis of Stocks by Mrs. Bhavita Vasa.

Faculty Achievements:

Mandar Thakur attended meeting Ad-hoc Board of Studies of B. Com. (Financial Markets) at Narsee Monji College of Commerce

Management Studies
Faculty (Degree College)
Name and Qualification Seniority wise.
Shalini Padhi-MBA (Marketing),M.Com,NET,Pursuing PhD
Harikrishnan Kurup-MBA (HR),NET
Shabana Khan-M.Com,NET,Pursuing PhD
Yogesh Kamath-M.Com,NET,Pursuing PhD
Swarupa Bhatia-MMS (Marketing),NET,Pursuing PhD

Class Semester
No. Of Students Ap-
peared

Pass
Percentage

F.Y.B.M.S I 132 89.39%

F.Y.B.M.S II 130 95.38%

S.Y.B.M.S III 143 83.22%

S.Y.B.M.S IV 142 90.85%

T.Y.B.M.S V 130 94.625

T.Y.B.M.S VI 97 91.75%
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Colosseum is one of the city’s most 
unique intercollegiate management 
events organised by the students of 
Mithibai College’s self-financed cours-
es. Colosseum 18 was held on the 20 
th , 21 st and 22 nd of December 2017. 
Students from more than 60 colleges 
from around the city participated this 
year and competed in the 25 events 
which were all conceptualised and 
managed by students.
The pronite of Colosseum 18 were an-
other highlight of this fest. The famous 
DJ Zaeden and Amit Trivedi — one 
of the most sought-after music direc-
tors in Bollywood industry hosted the 
same. This year Colosseum 18 initiated 
the Colosseum Conclave, meant for in-
spiring and stimulating young minds. 
The Conclave was graced with the 
presence of Mr. Niranjan Hiranandani, 
Founder and MD of the Hiranandani 
group; Rishi Darda, Editorial &amp; 
Jt. Managing Director Lokmat group; 
Pandita Anuradha Pal, the first female 
Tabla player; IPS Krishna Prakash and 
Pritika Chatterjee, founder of Tidy 
Homes. The panel was also joined by 
our Principal Dr. Rajpal Shripat Hande. 
In its 18th year Colosseum reached 
new heights and served its purpose of 
providing students with a platform to 
perform and put their managements 
skills learnt in the classrooms to the 
test.

Amit Trivedi Performing at Colosseum18

Core team of Colosseum18

Festival
Colosseum 18
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Mass Media
Faculty (Degree College)
Name and Qualification Seniority wise.
Ms. Zinat Aboli   MA, MMCJ
Mr. Sanjay Pal   MACJ
Mr. S Freddy Singaraj   MACJ

Excursions/Industrial visits/Fieldtrips/ Talks by Illustrious Invited Speakers:

Students of FYBMM attended a screening of the movie ‘Lipstick under My Burkha’. 
A workshop on writing RTI applications by Mr. Shailesh Gandhi, former Chief Information Officer was organized for FYBMM and 
FYBMS students. 

Class Semester
No. Of Students Ap-
peared

Pass
Percentage

F.Y.B.M.M I 66 81.82%

F.Y.B.M.M II 62 87.10%

S.Y.B.M.M III 62 91.94%

S.Y.B.M.M IV 66 83.30%

T.Y.B.M.M V 57 98.25%

T.Y.B.M.M VI 57 100%

Faculty Achievements:

Zinat Aboli was invited as speaker for a national seminar organized by National Institute of Educational Planning 
and Administration (NUEPA), Delhi. She presented a paper at the seminar.  

Student Achievements:

Pari Sheth Interned at Ogilvy and Mather for a tenure of 2 months.
Harshwardhan Shastri won the 2nd prize in Kiran for fashion show at KC College.
Vinit Wala won the third  in an Advertisement event at Aahan 2018.             
Padmini Chundawat won 1st place in Umang fashion show
Mahima Seth 05 prizes at different festivals like Umang, Aahan, Kiran.          
Digant Surti wrote a Gujarati novel Rampuri and a short story collection Torne Bandhya Tara. He also won 05 prizes at different 
festivals.

Research Project/Research Papers Presented (Only) in National/International Con-

ferences/Seminar/Workshops Organized:

Zinat Aboli presented a paper at an International Media Conference at KC College.
Freddy Singaraj presented a paper at an International Media Conference at KC College, Mumbai.
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Festival

Bollywood took the upper hand at Paparazzi’17 as the 
Bollywood characters led fictional Hollywood armies 
at Mithibai’s Paparazzi’17: The Oracle’s Box Office. The 
Department of Mass Media organized its 5th edition of 
its media festival, Paparazzi’17: The Oracle’s Box Office. 
The festival hosted 20 colleges and it was held on 29 

and 30 November, 2017.

Paparazzi was based on the story that ‘The Oracle had 
predicted that Mithibai college’s campus would be 
transformed into an island where the troops of differ-
ent Bollywood Leaders would war against each other 
in 17 events for the treasure’. The 17 different events 
incorporated different elements of mass media to give 
the student an experience of how the industry works. 

Putting their film making skills to action, the contin-
gents worked on the topic ‘You are always one decision 
away from changing your life’, in the event Perennial 
Dilemma. Debating upon various conspiracy theories 
from around the world (like the Illuminati conspiracy 
theory), contingents went head to head against each 
other in the mock court event, ‘Order to Chaos’. Big 
names from the industry such as Rajit Kapoor, Zayed 
Khan, Abhishek Sengupta and many more showed up 
at the festival to judge the capabilities of the students.

The Pink Whale Initiative: Paparazzi team has been 
active in their social endeavours previously and this 
year, they initiated the ‘Pink Whale Challenge’ in this 
edition, in order to curb the negative effects of the hei-
nous ‘Blue Whale Challenge’.  The students performed 
a street play on Juhu Beach and Carter Road on 7th 
October, highlighting the problems the Blue Whale 

Challenge.

The students visited two old age homes, Assissi Bha-
van in Goregaon and St. Anthony’s Home for the Aged 
in Bandra. “It’s the beautiful that the youngsters of 
Team Paparazzi remind me of my early days. It feels 
good to indulge into this celebration spirit with this 
enthusiastic lot,” said one resident at Assissi Bhavan, 

reminiscing her youthful days.

The festival came to an end on 30th November. Toy 
Das stood first in the overall festival while KattapBee 
and RDExpendables shared the podium with them as 

second and third respectively.

Paparazzi

RD Expendables at the dance event Werk ‘n’ Whirl

Actor Tanuj Virwani interacting with the audience
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Biology (Junior College)
Faculty (Junior College)
Name and Qualification Seniority wise.
Dr. Vishnu Vaze  (M. Sc., Ph. D, D. H. E, MSACIT.)
Sagita Redij (M. Sc., B. Ed, MSACIT)
Dr. Ravindra Achrekar(M. Sc., Ph. D, M. Ed)
Mrinal Parvatkar (M. Sc., D. H. E. MSACIT)
Taranum Qureshi (M. Sc., B. Ed.)
Aruna Kanvinde (M. Sc., M. Ed. MSACIT)
Jhansi Madhumala (M. Sc., B. Ed.)
Pravin Jadhav (M. Sc., B. Ed. D.B.M., MSCIT)
Vhigral Fernandez (M. Sc., B. Ed.)
Leena Jadhav (M. Sc., B. Ed.CCCS)

Faculty Achievements:

Vhigral Fernandes judged a ward level science exhibition competition at Holy Family School, Andheri (E) on 13th December, 2017.
Pravin M. Jadhav guided the students for making working model and a non-working model on ecological themes.

Other Notable Achievements:

An awareness campaign on ‘Low Haemoglobin’ was carried out in all junior college divisions of Arts, Commerce and Science in a 
span of 2 days.

Student Achievements:
 
The students made a working model of  ‘Eco City’ and a non-working model ‘Kal ka Jal’ based on generation of fresh 
water and tidal energy in the inter collegiate science project competition held at St. Andrews College, Bandra.  ‘Kal  ka 
Jal’ won the Consolation prize at  the science project competition held at Thakur college, Kandivali (E).

Research Project/Research Papers Presented (Only) in National/International Con-

ferences/Seminar/Workshops Organized:

Dr. Vishnu Vaze was the organizing committee member for National Science Teachers Workshop as part of India International 
Science Festival-2017 at Chennai from 12th to 14th October 2017.
Pravin Jadhav was invited to demonstrate innovative teaching methods at National Science Teachers Workshop at Chennai. 

Biotechnology
Faculty (Degree College)
Name and Qualification Seniority wise.
Dr. JayaPrada Rao Chunduri Ph.D.,PGDB.,M.Phil., M.Sc
Dr. Shubhada Walvekar, Ph.D, SET
Dr. Rency Thomas, Ph.D., SET
Dr. Shruti Singh, Ph.D. 
Muzna Shaikh, M.Sc., NET
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Class Semester
No. Of Students Ap-
peared

Pass
Percentage

F.Y.B.Sc I 27 92.59%

F.Y.B.Sc II 27 88.89%

S.Y.B.Sc III 21 96.44%

S.Y.B.Sc IV 21 100%

T.Y.B.Sc V 38 100%

T.Y.B.Sc VI 38 100%

Faculty Achievements:

Dr.JayaPrada Rao attended RUSA sponsored refresher courses on Bioscience at Vaze college, Mumbai.
Dr.Shubhada Walvekar attended RUSA sponsored Orientation course at Mumbai University.

 
Other Notable Achievements:
 
Dr.JayaPrada Rao Chunduri attended syllabus revision workshops as resource person and participant at Thakur College and 
Vaze college respectively.

Research Papers Published in National/International Journals/Books or Chapter in 

Book published/Patents:

Dr. Shubhada Walvekar published 04 papers in international journals.
Dr. Shruti Singh published 05 papers in international journals.
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The events were supported and sponsored by 
Atomic Ads., Brand Comm., Abhinav Agraw-
al, Rakesh Khanna, Being Hungry, Laxmi Art 
Stationery and Manisha Vakharia. The events 
were judged by Ms. Suma Narayan (Depart-
ment of English), Mr. Rakesh Panse (Head, De-
partment of  Hindi), Dr. Anjali Patkar (Depart-
ment of Commerce) and Dr. Sanobar Hussaini 
(Department of English).
Principal Dr. Rajpal Shripat Hande, was the 
Guest of Honor at the valedictory function. 
Prizes were awarded to the winners and a 
lucky draw for the participants was sponsored 
by Atomic Ads Brandcomm (Gorillashorts).

Spotlight at Biotechnova

ORGANISATION team of Biotechnova 

Festivals
Biotechnova 17

Burrrp at Biotechnova 

The Department of Biotechnology had arranged a one-day 
intercollegiate festival titled Biotechnova- 17 on December 
4, 2017 under the leadership of Dr. Jayaprada Rao Chundu-
ri, Co-Ordinator and the faculty members of Department of 
Biotechnology.
The festival was inaugurated by Dr. B B. Sharma, Principal, 
KET’s V.G. Vaze College, Mulund. The festival had students 
participating from over 15 colleges across various streams 
and age groups. The festival was organized by the students 
under the guidance of faculty members of Department of 
Biotechnology and was enjoyed and appreciated by all the 
participants.
Biotechnova-17 was a myriad of competitions and fun filled 
events catering to students of all streams and age. Events 
like Scientia (A science themed quiz), Burrp (Food Mara-
thon), A quiz of Thrones (Theme based quiz), Snap Story 
(Photography event), Spotlight (Drama event), and Cover it 
up (A book cover designing event), were very well received 
by all at the festival. Biotechnova’17 aimed to bring togeth-
er students from a multitude of colleges. With a footfall of 
over 250 students from 15 colleges, the festival took place 
on the college premises.
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Excursions/Industrial visits/Fieldtrips/ Talks by Illustrious Invited Speakers:

An educational visit was organized to Kasturba Health Society, Medical Research Centre on 13th and 14th September 2017 for 
S.Y.B.Sc-Biochemistry students.

Student Achievements:

Khyati Salhotra won first prize in poster making.
Tanvi Ulkande won second prize in vegetable and fruit carving in Saptaparni.
Rachel Correia won 3rd in poster making, 1st in photography and 2nd in vegetable and fruit carving.

Research Project/Research Papers Presented (Only) in National/International Con-

ferences/Seminar/Workshops Organized:

Sara Khan published a research paper in an international journal. 

Class Semester
No. Of Students Ap-
peared

Pass
Percentage

F.Y.B.Sc I 44 92.43%

F.Y.B.Sc II 40 95%

S.Y.B.Sc III 34 97.06%

S.Y.B.Sc IV 34 97.06%

T.Y.B.Sc V 37 100%

T.Y.B.Sc VI 37 100%

Biochemistry
Faculty (Degree College)
Name and Qualification Seniority wise.
Dr Nupur Mehrotra, M.Sc., Ph.D. Coordinator, Vice-Principal Self-Financed Courses
Dr Swati Rawalgaonkar, M.Sc., Ph.D
Dr Sara Khan M.Sc., NET (JRF-SRF), Ph.D
Mr. Kaustubh Jadhav, NET, M.Sc.
Mr. Badal Parekh, NET, M.Sc.
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The theme titled Mind Over Mat-
ter, specifically signified an affir-
mative, constructive and support-
ive approach towards obstacles. 
The day-long-festival comprised 
of a total of seven events, Fun-da-
Mental! a science quiz, Loud and 
Clear! a debate event, Mind-Chef! 
a cooking event, Shutters Up! a 
photography event, Logo Lego 
a logo remaking event, Bend the 
Trend a Fashion Show event, and 
the last one - Your Idea Matters! 
an event pertaining to entrepre-
neurship ideas. With 252 partici-
pants from 23 different colleges 
Luminescence 2017 proved its 
grandeur.
M/s Shanti Avedna Sadan, India’s 
very first Hospice for the care of 
the advanced and terminally ill 
cancer patients was presented 
with a cheque of Rs. 25,000/- from 
funds raised through registra-
tions.

Organizing Team of Luminescence 2017 with Principal Dr. Rajpal Shripat Hande

Festival
Luminescence

The Department of Biochemistry orchestrated Luminescence, an academic science
 intercollegiate festival on August 3, 2017. 

Organizing Team of Luminescence 2017
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Excursions/Industrial visits/Fieldtrips/ Talks by Illustrious Invited Speakers:

The students were taken on field trip to the Blatter herbarium in St. Xavier’s college, the Nagla block of SGNP for a botanical 
excursion. Botanical excursions were also undertaken to Bhivpuri and Shilonda in SGNP to study the vegetation. The students 
also were taken to Observation Post, Aarey and Jijamata Udyan. Undergraduate and post graduate students benefitted from 
these trips.
Talks on different topics were held as part of DBT-STAR activities.

Research Papers Published in National/International Journals/Books or Chapter in 

Book published/Patents:

Sashirekha Suresh Kumar published 02 research papers.
Meenakshi Vaidya published 06 research papers.
Bindu Gopalakrishnan published 02 research papers and 01 text book and authored a chapter in a book.
Vaishnavi More published 01 paper. 

 

Research Project/Research Papers Presented (Only) in National/International Con-

ferences/Seminar/Workshops Organized:

One day workshops on “Revised syllabus on M.Sc. II Botany in Angiosperms on 29th June 2017 and on “Revised syllabus of M.Sc. II 
Botany paper 1 and II on 12th September 2017 were held in Mithibai College in collaboration with the University of Mumbai.
Sashirekha Suresh Kumar presented 02 papers.

Botany
Faculty (Degree College)
Name and Qualification Seniority wise.
Dr. Sashirekha Suresh Kumar M.Sc., Ph.D.
Dr.Shailaja Nair M.Sc., Ph.D.
Dr. Meenakshi Vaidya M.Sc., Ph.D. 
Dr. Ulka Chodankar M.Sc., Ph.D.
Dr.Bindu Gopalakrishnan M.Sc., Ph.D.
Dr. Vaishnavi More M.Sc., Ph.D.
Dr. Udaysinh Bhosale  M.Sc., Ph.D.
Dr.Manisha Chotrani M.Sc., Ph.D.
Dr. Meeta Mathur  M.Sc., Ph.D.

Class Semester
No. Of Students Ap-
peared

Pass
Percentage

F.Y.B.Sc I 185 90.45%

F.Y.B.Sc II 176 92.80%

S.Y.B.Sc III 57 94.30%

S.Y.B.Sc IV 57 77.19%

T.Y.B.Sc V 16 100%

T.Y.B.Sc VI 16 93.75%
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Other Notable Achievements:

DBT-STAR Activities
As part of DBT-STAR activities, the Department organised the annual event SAPTAPARNI under which intercollegiate competitions 
of Biorangoli, Biojewellery, Fruit carving, Bottle garden and vegetable printing were held, on 7th September 2017. 100 students 
from different colleges participated. A series of lectures were held on 8th September 2017, to introduce to the students of BSc and 
MSc, to the recent developments in the subject. Titles and speakers were “Vertical Farming - Rising High for a Greener Tomorrow” 
by Dr. Jessy Pius, Ruia College, “Environmental Challenges in Mumbai” by Mr. Stalin, Director, Projects, NGO Vanashakti, “Enterprising 
Botany”, Mr. Sushil Shinde, Thakur College.  A workshop on vegetable and fruit carving was held on 12th October, 2017 for staff 
members. The SYBSc students visited the Plant tissue culture laboratory of D. Y. Patil School of Biotechnology and Bioinformatics on 
11th Jan 2018, as part of DBT-STAR activities.

Faculty Achievements:

Dr. Sashirekha Suresh Kumar, Dr. Meenakshi Vaidya served as syllabus committee members.
Dr. Sashirekha Suresh Kumar is appointed to the Executive Council member, National body of Mycological Society of India (2017 – 
19) and re-elected President of its Mumbai unit for 2018 – 20.
Dr. Sashirekha Suresh Kumar was invited as Subject expert for selection of Ph.D. candidates in Sonopant Dhandekar College, Pal-
ghar andfor placement of teachers under CAS in Guru Nanak Khalsa College.
Dr. Meenakshi Vaidya’s Ph. D. students Ms. Deepa Verma and Ms. Haroop Patial successfully completed their research viva in Dec 
2017. Ms. Siddhi Thakur completed in Jan 2018.
Dr.  Shailaja Nair, served as member of selection committee for interviewing Assistant professors for Jawahar College, Palghar.
Dr. Meenaskhi Vaidya chaired a technical session at a conference Panjabi University, Patiala.
Dr. Meenaskhi Vaidya and Dr. Bindu Gopalakrishnan served as resource persons for different papers. Dr. Vaidya was the resource 
person for Fruit & Vegetable carving workshops held at N. B. Mehta Science College, Bordi and at Rizvi College College, Thane.
Three of Dr. Meenakshi Vaidya’s Ph.D. students completed their research viva.
Dr. Bindu Gopalagrishnan was invited as a Judge in the preliminary round of XXIII Dr. D.V. Amonkar Memorial Elocution Competi-
tion held on 29th July 2017 at R.J. College.

Student Achievements:

40 students enrolled themselves as Interns of Ek Prithvi Project organised by WWF-India for Nature conservation. 
Our students are allotted duties to teach students from grades 6-9 Environmental education in BMC schools after regular college 
hours. 
Shreya Yadav and Nisha Suryawanshi won third prize for bottle garden at Bioart organized by Botany and Zoology departments of 
Rizvi College.
Priya Patel and Shrushti Kunani won the first prize for oral presentation on “Growing of Amaranth by Hydrophonics”, Triloki Zaveri 
and Sonali Sangoi the first prize for Poster presentation on “Conversion of Laboratory Waste to Compost” and  they also presented 
and published research papers. Farhan Suraliwala and Akshata Divekar, the second prize for Poster presentation and third prize 
for oral presentation  at the Intercollegiate competitions at R. D.& S. H. National College. Shikha Agarwal and Afreen Hafiz won the 
first prize in the Terrarium/ Bottle Garden competition at Royal College.
Barkat Dhannai of T.Y.B.Sc. was invited as a resource person for conduction lecture cum hand on training in VERMICOMPOST for 
second year Zoology students at Royal College, Mira Road. 
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Festival
Saptaparni

The Department of Botany at Mithibai College 
held the annual intercollegiate festival Sap-
taparni on 7th September, 2017 as DBT-Star 
College Activity. The event comprised of Inter-
collegiate competitions of Biorangoli, Biojewel-
lery, Fruit carving, Bottle garden and vegetable 
printing. 
In such a creative festival, what caught the eyes 
of the audience was the concept of Vegetable 
Printing where students creatively used the 
cut-parts of vegetables to paint and make an 
abstract or concrete drawing and Fruit Carving, 
students moulded, shaped and used vegeta-
bles’ peels as decorating and forming a shape 
or a figure.
It was a tough competition as in many events 
there were more than one participant bag-
ging the same position. Megha Gandhi, Rachel 
Corrica and Tanve Ulkande, Alveena Siddiqui, 
Kashmira Vayeda and Tejashree Panchal, Sabiya 
Sarvaiya and Sadiqa Shaik, Shreya Yadav and 
Nisha Suryawanshi, Dhaval Waghela and Nikita 
Mishra are some of the winners. 

Vegetable Carving Presentation

Saptaparni prize distribution ceremony
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Business Economics
Faculty (Degree College)
Name and Qualification Seniority wise.
Sonali Chatterjee, M.A. (Head)
Manish Gogari M.A., PGDIFM
Bidisha Sarkar M.A.
Goratknath Uttekar M.A.

Class Semester
No. Of Students Ap-
peared

Pass
Percentage

F.Y.B.Com I 859 76.25%

F.Y.B.Com II 840 90.48%

S.Y.B.Com III 784 81.89%

S.Y.B.Com IV 819 95.24%

T.Y.B.Com V 786 98.98%

T.Y.B.Com VI 775 99.48%

Faculty Achievements:

Sonali Chatterjee is appointed on the ad hoc Board of Studies for Business Economics of Narsee Monjee College of Commerce 
and Economics.
Manish Gogari is a Member of ad hoc Board of Studies in Business Economics, University of Mumbai.

Research Papers Published in National/International Journals/Books or Chapter in 

Book published/Patents:

Gorakhnath Uttekar publised 02 papers in research journals, one of which is in an international journal, and is titled “Services Led 
Growth in India: An Analysis”.

Student Achievements:

The students were encouraged to start an e-magazine with the aim to gain different views and opinions on economic issues, 
inculcate the habit of reading and encourage healthy debate.  So far, the students of Mithibai have published around 150 articles 
on their blog and magazine. The Economic Transcript has found wide readership in India as well as in more than 60 countries.  It 
has been read and appreciated by corporate executives from ICICI Securities, KPMG and CRISIL.

Other Notable Achievements:

An Investor Awareness Session was organised in collaboration with MCX on June 13, 2017, conducted by Mr.  Shrikant Koundinya of 
MCX, who introduced the fundamentals of commodities and investor opportunities. The learning at the session was mapped and 
assessed through an app by Mr. Harshal Shah, CEO and Founder of Awarathon. 

A speaker session entitled “Employability Roadshow” by Mr. Jogesh Jain, Employability Coach and author of the book “How to Get 
That Job”.

Mithibai Debate Society (MDS) was created by the Department of Business Economics in the academic year 2017-18. The MDS con-
ducted its first event, an Intra-collegiate Debate, on 10 February 2017. On 07 March, 2018, the MDS organized an inter-SVKM Debate 
with five events. This was done in collaboration with the Department of Business Law.

The Mithibai Economic Forum(MEF) organized an Economic Conclave titled ‘Can We Bank on It?’ on 17 March, 2018. The event 
started with felicitation of all the students who worked for the MEF, the Economic Transcript and the MDS. They were felicitated by 
the Principal Dr. Rajpal Shripat Hande.This was followed by a panel discussion where the panelists were Mr. Pramod Panda, Former 
Principal General Manager, RBI, Mr. Rajeev Pawar, Head, Proprietory Investments, Edelweiss Financial Services and Mr. Piyush Garg, 
Executive Vice President and CIO, Treasury Department, ICICI Securities Ltd. The discussion was moderated by Mr. Dipankar Goyal.
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Festival
Gnaritas MUN 

An intercollegiate event was convened by Mithibai’s De-
partment of Business Economics, Gnaritas, in September 
2017. The theme “War Economics” was a complicated 
and interesting culmination of thoughts and events. The-
re was a well thought out catalogue of events from the 
fields of Economics to Business and General Knowledge, 
packed with equal amounts of fun and energy. The 
events ranged from Convolution, Rapid rush and Adwar-
sity to Gnaritas’ Stock Exchange, Ace the Race and Break 
the Deal, simultaneously testing the knowledge, spon-
taneity, intellectual capacity, leadership skills, decision 
making and time management skills of the participants. 
Students from different fields showed a wide spectrum 
of participation and leaving with an enriched personali-
ty. The time that was invested into the preparation of the 
fest was more of a learning experience and an adventure 
for the students of the Organizing Committee. Through 
all the spectacular events, the Organizing Committee 
saw various teams reaching unimaginable levels with 
H.R. College of Commerce and Economics winning the 
trophy and Mithibai College securing the second place.

Students Performing at Fun 
Events At Gnaritas 2017-18
Students Performing at Fun 
Events At Gnaritas 2017-18

Students Performing at Fun Events At Gnaritas 2017-18

Managing Team of the festival
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Business Law
Faculty (Degree College)
Name and Qualification Seniority wise.
Vishal M. Gadhave , LLB, LLM
Gopal R. Mantri, BSL, LLB, LLM.

Excursions/Industrial visits/Fieldtrips/ Talks by Illustrious Invited Speakers:

Students visited the Juhu Police Station to learn about procedures in case of F.I.R., Police Verification, and Passport Verification 
and of lock up, detention.
Students  visited the Andheri Metropolitan Magistrate Court on 24/8/2017 to know about procedure in case of  dishonoured 
cheques u/s 138 of Negotiable Instrument Act.
A guest lecture was organized for SYBcom students on the topic of “Awareness of Recent Cyber Crime Cases” by Mr. Ritesh Bhatia, 
Cyber Crime Investigator.

Class Semester
No. Of Students Ap-
peared

Pass
Percentage

S.Y.B.Com III 784 85.33%

S.Y.B.Com IV 783 96.68%

Research Project/Research Papers Presented (Only) in National/International Con-

ferences/Seminar/Workshops Organized:

Vishal Gadhave presented and Published a research paper at a National Conference.

Faculty (Junior and Degree College)
Name and Qualification Seniority wise.
(Degree College)
Rajeshwari Arvind Mirji ,M.Sc.
Nilima Yogeshkumar Desai M.Sc.
Rati Parwani, M.Sc.
Dr. S. S. Mangaonkar M.Sc., Ph.D.
M. M. Sajid M.Sc.
Dr. Aparna Bharadwaj M.Sc., Ph.D.
Dr. P. Sarang M.Sc., Ph.D.
Dr. Hetal Jigar Mehta, M.Sc., Ph.D.
Dr. Ajay Vithalrao Gole M.Sc., Ph.D.
Dr. Satish Rama Ingale M.Sc., B.Ed.,Ph.D.
Divya Chenna M.Sc.
Dr. Mohammed Azam Shaikh, M.Sc., Ph.D B.Ed.
Nilesh Nivas Korgavkar M.Sc.
Poornima Mohan Acharya M.Sc.
Shagufta Khan M.Sc
Dr. Tejashree Kulkarni M.Sc. Ph.D

Chemistry
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Class Semester
No. Of Students Ap-
peared

Pass
Percentage

F.Y.B.Sc I 286 79.37%

F.Y.B.Sc II 272 83.70%

S.Y.B.Sc III 158 95.41%

S.Y.B.Sc IV 157 96.34%

T.Y.B.Sc V 47 73.34%

T.Y.B.Sc VI 34 100%

Research Project/Research Papers Presented (Only) in National/International Conferences/Seminar/

Workshops Organized:

(Degree College)
Dr. Hetal Mehta and Dr. Ajay Gole presented papers at a National Conference.

(Junior College)
Dr. Bhushan Nazirkar presented a paper and a poster at an international conference.
Dr.Udita Vora presented a paper at the 22nd national convention of society of pharmacognosy and International conference.

Research Papers Published in National/International Journals/Books or Chapter in 

Book published/Patents:

(Degree College)
Ms.Rajeshwari Arvind Mirji published 09 books.
 Dr. Shankar Mangaonkar published 05 books.
Sajid Mansoori published 01 paper in international journal.
Sajid Mansoori authored 02 books for SYBSc in Techmax Publication.
Dr. Satish Ingale published 01 paper in an international journal.
Dr. Satish Ingale authored 02 books.
Azam Shaikh published 01 paper in ChemistrySelect. 
Nilesh Korgaonkar published 01 paper in New Journal of Chemistry.

(Junior College)
Dr. Bhushan Nazirkar published 02 research papers.

(Junior College)
Dr. H.D.Chouta M.Sc. D.H.E Ph.D. MSACIT
B.B.Palekar M.Sc. B.Ed. MSACIT 
D.S.Mukherji M.Sc. B.Ed. MSACIT
J.M.Thaker M.Sc. B.Ed. MSACIT
S.D.Shukla M.Sc. B.Ed. MSACIT
Dr. U.S.Vora M.Sc. B.Ed. D.B.M.Ph.D. MSACIT
H.M.Thakkar M.Sc. B.Ed. MSACIT
Anita Nair M.Sc. B.Ed. MSACIT
B.H. Choudhary M.Sc. B.Ed.
J.M.Mishra M.Sc. B.Ed.
R.S.Joshi M.Sc. B.Ed.
B.C. Shah M.Sc. B.Ed.
R.G.Singh M.Sc. B.Ed.
Dr. B.P. Nazirkar M.Sc. B.Ed. M.Phil. Ph.D.
A.M. Pandhare M.Sc. B.Ed.
Sunil Uchale M.Sc. B.Ed.
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Excursions/Industrial visits/Fieldtrips/ Talks by Illustrious Invited Speakers:

R.S.Joshi took a group of students to S.I.E.S. College Matunga, to visit an exhibition “Prithvi”.

Students Achievements:

15 students participated in Indian Chemical Society’s Aptitude Test-2017.
Mr. Mayank Singh of TYBSc secured the 31st rank in Indian Chemical Society’s Aptitude Test-2017.

Faculty Achievements:

(Degree College)
Dr. Shankar Mangaonkar is a resource person for SYBSc and MSc Part-II.

(Junior College)
Binda Palekar attended one day workshop on revised question paper pattern for 11th standard, on 10th August 2017, at Bhavans 
college.
Dr. B.P.Nazirkar attended one day Teacher training for JEE and NEET on 28th November 2017 at Bhavans college.
Dr. B.P.Nazirkar and Mr. A.M. Pandhare attended one day Career fair along with students of 11th and 12th on 2nd December 2017, 
at Indian School of Design and Innovation, Lower Parel.

Other Notable Achievements:

DBT-STAR Activities
A workshop for instrumentation was held by the department on 22nd December, under DBT-STAR Activities. Various commonly 
used instruments in lab for undergraduate students were demonstrated. 12 faculty members participated.
 A lecture by Prof. S.D.Samant was  also organised on Saturday, 20th January 2018. 76 undergraduate students and 18 faculty 
members attended this. The topic was ‘Chemistry: Domain and Life skills’.

Organisation Of Commerce  & Management And Secretarial Practice (Junior College)

Faculty (Junior College)
Name and Qualification Seniority wise.
Mr Gurudev Balwanti             (M.com., D.H.E, MSACIT)
Mrs. Sheela Sachde                (M.com., B.Ed.,M.A.,MSACIT)
Mrs. Daislyn Misquitta           (M.com., B.Ed.,)
Ms. Sujata Hule                       (M.com., B.Ed.,)
Mrs Ranju Maru                      (M.com., B.Ed., NET)
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Commerce
Faculty (Degree College)
Name and Qualification Seniority wise.
Mr Michael Vaz  M.Com, M.Phil, DHE
Dr Neela Nair PhD (Management),  M.Com, PGDEdM
Dr Anjali Patkar PhD (Marketing), M.Com
Mr Shatrughna Patil M.Com, M.Com, M.Phil, B.Ed
Ms Aurora Vaz M.Com
Mr. Alpesh Mehta M.Com
Ms Laxmi Dharamshi M.Com

Excursions/Industrial visits/Fieldtrips/ Talks by Illustrious Invited Speakers:

Mr Sunil Gourisaria, Leading Importer and an Alumnus of Mithibai Commerce delivered a lecture on Entrepreneurship.
Mr Neeraj Tralshawala, Senior Manager ICICI Bank and an Alumnus of Mithibai Commerce delivered a lecture on ‘How to Negoti-
ate?’
Dr Kuldeep Sharma, Hinduja College, delivered lecture on Ph.D coursework in the subject of Commerce
Faculty Achievements:

Dr. Neela Nair invited as subject expert in selecting Assistant Professor in the subject of Commerce of Raheja College Santacruz 
(W).
Dr. Anjali Patkar was invited as subject expert in Commerce as a Management Nominee for Career Advancement Scheme at Dal-
mia College, Malad.

Other Notable Achievements:

Commerce Research Centre sanctioned seats are 16 and 15 Research Scholars have registered.

Student Achievements:

The students organized Reclamo, an Ad Fest. 

Class Semester
No. Of Students Ap-
peared

Pass
Percentage

F.Y.B.Com I 859 72.06%

F.Y.B.Com II 840 91.79%

S.Y.B.Com (Commerce) III 784 92.22%

S.Y.B.Com (Advertising) III 693 82.97%

S.Y.B.Com (Commerce) IV 780 99.10%

S.Y.B.Com (Advertising) IV 689 99.27%

T.Y.B.Com (MHRM) V 786 95.55%

T.Y.B.Com
(Export Marketing

V 648 97.69%

T.Y.B.Com (MHRM) VI 775 98.97%

T.Y.B.Com
(Export Marketing)

VI 647 97.99%
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With the will to inculcate the spirit of modern day advertising 
and marketing techniques among students, Mithibai College 
conceptualised Reclamo, a dynamic and effervescent festival 
which celebrates the vigour of a modern-day entrepreneur. 
‘Stun the Vestige of Creativity’ was marked as the theme of 
the inter-collegiate event, Relcamo’ 17. It was carried out on 
23rd and 24th of August 2017. The core committee members 
of Reclamo were led by the guidance of Ms. Aurora Vaz. 
The Reclamo’ 17 was inaugurated by the honourable Princi-
pal of Mithibai College, Dr. Rajpal Shripat Hande, in the pres-
ence of the commerce faculty. The Principal gave an encour-
aging speech which marked the beginning of Reclamo ’17.
Reclamo’ 17 organised six events to bring out the best of ad-
vertising and marketing knowledge within the participants. 
With a total number of 187 participants, Reclamo’ 17 em-
braced success. And the six events were Logo Rush, wherein 
the participants  cracked 60 brand logos in 10 minutes. In the 
event of Mouth Watering Charades, the participants recre-
ated  brand logos and its slogans. In the Entrepreneurship 
event, the participants came up with creative and innovative 
ideas of businesses. While in Turn Courts, the participants  
debated on the topics related to the controversial brands. In 
Fashion Show, the participants  endorsed their products. And 
Twist-o-Mania was a brand-product housie event.

The top three of all the  events was declared  winners and 
were felicitated with certificates and prizes.  Mr. Tejas Gandhi, 
Dr. Vidya Premkumar,  Mr. Pankaj Kataria,  Ms. Sonali Chatter-
jee and  Ms. Abhidha Vyas made up the  judging panel.

Festival
Reclamo
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Computer Science
Faculty (Junior and Degree College)
Name and Qualification Seniority wise.
(Degree College)
Mrs. Shilpa D. Mehta, Coordinator, M.Sc (Mathematics), Advanced Diploma In Computer Programming and System Analysis
Mrs. Neelam Jain, M.Sc (IT), UGC-NET
Mr. Amol Joglekar, M.Sc (CS), MPhil
Mr. Ashish Gavande, M.Sc.(CS), MCA, UGC-NET(CSA), IIT-GATE(CS), SCJP
Mr. Zahirabbas Mulani M.Sc., UGC-NET
Ms Jayashree Ravi M.Sc., UGC-NET

(Junior College)
Sheetal Ingale         Diploma in Electronics
Kaushik Panchal      M.C.A.
Poonam Hingmire   B.E. Computer

Excursions/Industrial visits/Fieldtrips/ Talks by Illustrious Invited Speakers:
The Department  organized guest lectures  on the topics – i)  Digital Marketing   ii)  Leadership Skills – Be the Lead  and  iii)  Ma-
chine Learning and Artificial Intelligence 

Faculty Achievements:

Ashish Gavande published the book titled “Understanding Free and Open Source”.
Ashish Gavande created the Online blog, addressed at fossw.blogspot.in, on Free and Open Source software and case studies 
created and maintained.
Amol Joglekar attended a one week workshop for Newly introduced Skill Enhancement Course at  S. K. Somaiya College of ASC, 
Vidyavihar in October-November, 2017. 

Research Project/Research Papers Presented (Only) in National/International Con-

ferences/Seminar/Workshops Organized:
A workshop on ‘Internet of Things’ was conducted in September 2017

Research Papers Published in National/International Journals/Books or Chapter in 

Book published/Patents:
Paperback Book titled “Understanding Free and Open Source” was published. 

Class Semester
No. Of Students Ap-
peared

Pass
Percentage

F.Y.B.Sc I 55 89.55%

F.Y.B.Sc II 55 84.54%

S.Y.B.Sc III 35 94.99%

S.Y.B.Sc IV 35 99.28%

T.Y.B.Sc V 23 86.95%

T.Y.B.Sc VI 27 100%

Student Achievements:

Malvika Raghunath of SYBSc Computer Science won Miss University 2017 title.
 Nikhil Wadhwani and  Rahul Gaikwad students of M.Sc(Computer Science) Part 2  published their research papers in UGC ap-
proved Journals, IIJCS (International Journal of Computer Science) and IJERCSE repectively under the guidance of Amol Joglekar.
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The Department of Computer Science held an intra-college 
festival - TechSpark 2018 on 29th and 30th January. TechSpark 
2018 was made up of six events  which where Quiz, Blind Cod-
ing, Relay Coding, Debugging, Treasure Hunt and LAN Games. 
The events were meticulously planned and organized by the 
second and third year students of BSc Computer Science. This 
festival formed a good platform for the students to enhance 
their knowledge and to strengthen their skills. With around 
120 participants from various departments of Mithibai College, 
TechSpark 2018 proved to be a smashing success. 

The team of TechSpark 2018 was appreciated and felicitated 
with certificates by Principal Dr. Rajpal Hande. All the winners 
and runners-up who participated enthusiastically were felici-
tated by Vice Principal, Dr. Nupur Mehrotra and Coordinator Ms. 
S.D.Mehta in the presence of all the teaching and non–teaching 
staff of the Department of Computer Science.

Festival

Computer Science TechSpark 2018 Student Organizers were appreciated by Principal

Tech Spark 2018 faculty

Tech Spark
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Electronics (Junior College)
Faculty
Name and Qualification Seniority wise.
ShridharTambe                Diploma from A.T.I.
Santosh Waghmare         Dip. In Industrial Electronics & Dip. In Telecom
Ankita Nagwekar            B.E. in Electronics and Telecommunication
Kavita Saroj                   B.E. in Electronics

Faculty Achievements:

Kavita Saroj completed advanced training in Television Broadcast from Doordarshan.

Other Notable Achievements:

Extra sessions were conducted for weak students of SYJC.

Student Achievements:

 SYJC students, Yashvi Shah and Yashil Nagda secured 3rd position in MIND IT competition held at the Numero Uno Math fest, held 
at H.R. college of Commerce and Economics. 
The pass percentage was 100% at the HSC 2016-17 examination.

Economics
Faculty (Junior and Degree College)
Name and Qualification Seniority wise.
Degree College
Geeta Menezes, M.A., SET (On Ph.D Leave)
Megha Pai, M.A., SET
Mustajab Khatir, M.A., SET (On FIP Leave Vacancy)

Junior College
Beena Mini Mathew, M.A.  B.Ed, M.A.Ed.
Simaranjeet Dehele, M.A. B.Ed, M.Phil.
Trupti Joshi, M.A. B.Ed.
Kulvinder Kaur, M.A. B.Ed, MA.Ed, M.Phil.
Swati Mithbavkar, M.A. B.Ed, SET.
Kalaivani Mudaliar, M.A. B.Ed.

Class Semester
No. Of Students Ap-
peared

Pass
Percentage

F.Y.B.A I 88 87.5%

F.Y.B.A II 87 75.86%

S.Y.B.A III 126 75.40%

S.Y.B.A IV 126 84.13%

T.Y.B.A V 32 90.63%

T.Y.B.A VI 33 87.88%
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Excursions/Industrial visits/Fieldtrips/ Talks by Illustrious Invited Speakers:

(Degree College)
Shalini Roy, Alumnus gave a guest lecture on 12th June to TYBA students on the relevance of Economics to society and related her 
experience of working as a TEACH FOR INDIA Fellow in a BMC school.
Students for Library orientation in two batches on 8th and 10th of July 2017.
Ms. Krystal Dodd, an industrial psychologist and career counsellor was invited on 24th July to guide and orient TYBA students on 
studying abroad and exploring career options.
Ms. Preeti Asthana, alumnus, doing her Masters with SAMSOE delivered a guest lecture on “Solow model & its Empirical Testing” 
1st September 2017.
Simran Tibrewala, alumnus delivered a guest lecture on ‘Export Documentation’ for the TYBA students on 21st February 2018.

Faculty Achievements:

(Degree College)
Mustajab Khatir participated in the 3 day Faculty Induction Programme conducted by SVKM and Mithibai College on 15th, 16th 
and 17th June 2017. 
Mustajab Khatir is the editor of a National Urdu monthly magazine ‘Rafeeque Manzil’ ISSN No. 2456-0375 since January 2016 
which covers issues on socio-political scenario, economic development and policy decisions, educational opportunities. 
Megha Pai participated in the two day Faculty Development Programme on ‘Research Methodology and Data Analysis using Ad-
vanced Excel’ organized by the IQAC, Usha Pravin Gandhi College on 12th and 13th December 2017.
Megha Pai and Mustajab Khatir participated in the two day Conference on ‘Political Economy of Public Policy’ held at the Mumbai 
School of Economics and Public Policy, UOM, Kalina on 15th & 16th December 2017.
Megha Pai participated in the one day workshop on ‘Healing Miracles of Yoga Nidra’ held at Mithibai College on 18th December 
2017.
Megha Pai participated in a one-day workshop on ‘Digital Literacy for Academicians’ organized by L.S.Raheja College on 10th 
February 2018.

Research Project/Research Papers Presented (Only) in National/International Con-

ferences/Seminar/Workshops Organized:
(Junior College)
Kulvinder Kaur participated in a one day Multidisciplinary International conference  and presented a paper ‘Role of Foreign Direct 
Investment’  at Sonubhau Baswant College.

Research Project/Research Papers Presented (Only) in National/International Con-

ferences/Seminar/Workshops Organized:
(Degree College)
Geeta Menezes published 02 papers in refereed national journals and 03 papers in international journals.

Student Achievements:

(Degree College)
Ekta Gandhi, a TYBA student completed her internship with the company Connections. Her job profile included communications 
management and business development.
Khushnaaz Bhanja, a TYBA student completed her internship at the online company LUDIFU.com and gained experience as an HR 
manager and took part in ‘Your internship story Contest 2017’, an online essay contest  by Internshala.
Janhavi Masekar, Aakanksha Chandra , Nishant Bhatkal , Pratik Sakhalkar participated in the one day workshop on ‘Healing Mira-
cles of Yoga Nidra’ held at Mithibai College on 18th December 2017.
Diandra won 1st place in poster making competition in Mithimatica 2018 organized by the department of Mathematics on 2nd 
and 3rd February 2018.
Neha Modak and Aakanksha Chandra won second place in Debate competition in the Intercollegiate festival Rostrum Spectrum 
at R.A.Podar College on 7th February 2018.
Diandra Pereira and Janhavi Masekar participated in various competitions in the inter-Collegiate DLLE Festival – Elysseum at 
B.L.Amlani College on 10th February, 2018. 
A contingent of students participated in Arthotsav, the Economics Festival of D.G.Ruparel College organized on 15th,16th and 
17th February 2018.
Diandra Pereira, Aakanksha Chandra and Mahima Agrawal presented a research paper on ‘Digital India – A global change to the 
world economy’ at a state level research paper competition  on 23rd February 2018 by the Economics Club, Guru Nanak College in 
association with the Bombay Stock Exchange Broker’s Forum.



56

English (Junior & Degree College)
Faculty (Junior and Degree College)
Name and Qualification Seniority wise.
(Degree College)
Dr. Suresh Wakchaure, Ph.D.  
Dr. Vidya Premkumar Ph.D., SET
Shripad Samant, M.A. SET
Priya Joseph, M.A., NET
Shweta Salian M.Phil, NET
Dr. Sanobar Hussaini, Ph.D. NET

(Junior College)
Suma Narayan M.A,MSACIT, B.Ed
Raseshwari Chonkar M.A, M.A.Journalism & Mass comm., M.Phil, B.Ed
Prashant Wagh M.A.,M.Phil, .B.Ed
Pradeep Sawant M.A, B.Ed
Sagar Sonawne M.A, B.Ed
Swati Upadhyay (M.A,B.Ed
Maya Talekar M.A, B.Ed.
Dipali Salunkhe M.A., M.A.Education, B.Ed
Aashlesha Lele M.A., M.A.Education, B.Ed
Nimisha Jadhav M.A, B.Ed
Urvashi Tejani M.A, B.Ed

 
(Junior College)
The department organized an exhibition on 18th Dec-2017.The theme was Model building by young minds. The efforts of the 
staff and students  under the leadership of Ms. Umamah Khan helped make creative and informative models based on the sylla-
bus of FYJC and SYJC Economics. Students also presented a Skit based on Economic laws, arranged Puzzles & Gaming Zones.

Class Semester
No. Of Students Ap-
peared

Pass
Percentage

F.Y.B.A I 104 73.17%

F.Y.B.A II 102 87.25%

S.Y.B.A III 104 94.23%

S.Y.B.A IV 103 94.23%

T.Y.B.A V 55 92.73%

T.Y.B.A VI 50 100%

Other Notable Achievements:

Research Project/Research Papers Presented (Only) in National/International Con-

ferences/Seminar/Workshops Organized:

Shweta Salian presented a paper at the National Seminar held at Smt. Parmeshwari Durgadutt Tibrewala College.
Priya Joseph presented a paper at the one day National Interdisciplinary Conference at DAV college, Bhandup (E).
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Excursions/Industrial visits/Fieldtrips/ Talks by Illustrious Invited Speakers:

The students of TYBA were taken for the screening of the movie Lipstick Under my Burkha as an interdisciplinary activity related to 
gender, media and representation on 25 July 2017 at PVR Juhu. 
Students of TYBA and SYBA English were taken for the movie screening of Hidden Figures on 06 February 2018 at American Cen-
ter as part of the Black History Month celebration. 

Students Achievements:

Tanisha Mehta and Jinal Baxi and Sakshi Mehta and Ritu Vasani of TYBA English presented papers in State level Symposium on 
Speak up: Communication - a Way Forward organised by Premila Vithaldas Polytechnic.
Prajakta Dinesh Vibute, M. A.  (PART I), won the first prize at a national level essay writing competition organised by  St. Andrew’s 
College, Bandra and UNESCO & Cardinal Paul Poupard Foundation Chair of Inter-religious & Inter-cultural Dialogue in 2016 on 
‘The Role of Education in the Age of Religious Conflicts’. 

Faculty Achievements:
(Degree College) 
Dr. Suresh Wakchaure has been appointed external referee for M.Phil. Dissertation, University of Pune. 
Dr. Suresh Wakchaure was invited to the Selection Committee panel for CAS promotion at Anasaheb Vartak College.
Dr. Suresh Wakchaure and Dr. Vidya Premkumar were invited as resource persons for the papers on “Revised Syllabus of M. A. Part 
II English” at C. H. M.  College.  
Dr.  Vidya Premkumar was invited as resource person for a paper “Revised Syllabus of SYBA English Ancillary and Applied Compo-
nent” at Rizvi college.
Dr.  Vidya Premkumar was appointed as an Editorial Board member for the research journal Criterion: An International Journal in 
English. 
 
(Junior College) 
Raseshwari Chonkar attended a workshop organized by the HSC Board on the new paper pattern for FYJC and SYJC.
Raseshwari Chonkar was invited to speak on teaching rapid reader on 21st December at T.P Bhatia College at a seminar organized 
by MEET (Maharashtra English Educators’ Team) and RMSA.
Raseshwari Chonkar and Deepali Salunkhe attended an International Seminar.

Research Papers Published in National/International Journals/Books or Chapter in 

Book published/Patents (Degree College):

Dr.  Suresh Wakchaure published a research article  in Research Chronicler
Priya Joseph published a paper in a research journal.
Dr. Sanobar Hussaini published a research article in the journal Asian Women’s Writing, 2017.
Dr. Sanobar Hussaini authored 06 textbooks as per University of Mumbai syllabus.

Other Notable Achievements:
 
(Degree College)
Students of TYBA English published six volumes of the class magazine Gender Ink.
5 students from TYBA English and SYBA edited the annual college magazine, Mithaas 2017-18

(Junior College)
Suma Narayan published her sixth book ‘HAVE A BLESSED DAY’ on 27 th October 2017.
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Environment Education

Logic

Faculty (Junior College)
Name and Qualification Seniority wise.
Ms. Dipali Sapre    M.Sc., M.Phil, B.Ed., MBA

Faculty (Junior College)
Name and Qualification Seniority wise.
Mrs. Nazma Shaikh   M.A. (Philosophy), B.Ed.
Ms. Janvi Shah          M.A. (Philosophy), B.Ed. 

Gujarati (Junior & Degree College)
Faculty (Degree College)
Name and Qualification Seniority wise.
(Degree College)
 Dr. Dasharath Patel – M.A. M.Phil, Ph.D 
Ms. Avani Solanki - M.A. M.Phil 

(Junior College)
Pinki Japee            M.A. B.Ed

Class Semester
No. Of Students Ap-
peared

Pass
Percentage

F.Y.B.A (Compulsory) I 24 91.67%

F.Y.B.A (Optional) I 05 100 %

F.Y.B.A (Compulsory) II 23 91.30 %

F.Y.B.A (Optional) II 05 100 %

S.Y.B.A III 01 00

S.Y.B.A IV 01 100 %

T.Y.B.A V 04 100 %

T.Y.B.A VI 04 100 %
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Excursions/Industrial visits/Fieldtrips/ Talks by Illustrious Invited Speakers:

Dr. Manilal H. Patel, Vallabh Vidhyanagar spoke on the topic ‘Sarjak, Sarjan ane Lekhan’ to the students on 09th August 2017.

Student Achievements:

(Degree College)
Dhyey Joshi and Ashni Shah of FYBA and SYBA Gujarati respectively, presented poems and short stories in Gujarati on at Maharas-
tra Gujarati Sahitya Academy, S P Jain auditorium, Andheri on 1/8/17.
(Junior College)
Dharmik Parmar of FYJC Commerce won  prize in book review and Disha Mehta won the prize for essay competition at Gurjari 
Namostute organized by KES College Kandivali

Faculty Achievements:

A movie based on the Gujarati short story ‘Post office’ prescribed for FYBA students was shown  on 10th August 2017.

Research Project/Research Papers Presented (Only) in National/International Con-

ferences/Seminar/Workshops Organized:

Dr. Dasharath Patel presented a paper at a national level seminar organised by Department of Marathi, SNDT Women’s University, 
Churchgate.
Dr. Dasharath Patel presented a paper at the international  seminar organised by Dr. Baba Saheb Open University, Ahemdabad. 

Research Papers Published in National/International Journals/Books or Chapter in 

Book published/Patents:

Dr. Dasharath Patel published an article in Sahitya Setu E Magazine.
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French
Faculty (Junior College)
Name and Qualification Seniority wise.
Sumedha Zamre             M.A., B.Ed
Ami Shah                       B Com, CFA [Indian], Alliance Française B2 level of French
Chinmayee Thakur         B.Sc [Biotechnology], M.sc. [Biotechnology] Alliance Française B2 level of French, DELF,  SET

Faculty Achievements:
Sumedha Zamre participated in the meeting for designing new paper pattern for STD IX as member of Board of Studies. 

Other Notable Achievements:
The Department celebrated National Day of France on 14th July, 2017 through classroom activities and quiz on France. A recita-
tion competition on French poems was arranged on 18th January 2018. Mrs. Rita Kalbaug was the judge.

Student Achievements:
S.T.P. Srija Ranganadh of Science scored 100/100 in French in the HSC Exam, 2017. 

Hindi
Faculty (Junior and Degree College)
Name and Qualification Seniority wise.
(Degree College)
 Rakesh Vinayak Panse, M.A. M.Phil. SET

(Junior College)
Dr Reena Srivastava Pandey  MA, BEd, PhD., SET.
Shrimati Asha Patil  MA,BEd.
Dr Prateechi Bhatambrekar   M.A.[Hindi],M.A.[Sanskrit], BEd, Ph,D[Hindi], NET [Sanskrit]                                                                                                                                                              
Jaipalsingh Girase   MA, BEd.

Class Semester
No. Of Students Ap-
peared

Pass
Percentage

F.Y.B.A (Compulsory) I 208 91.35%

F.Y.B.A (Optional) I 10 90 %

F.Y.B.A (Compulsory) II 206 94.17 %

F.Y.B.A (Optional) II 10 90 %

S.Y.B.A III 08 100 %

S.Y.B.A IV 08 100
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Students Achievements:

(Degree College)
Department of Hindi organized Hindi Elocution Competition (Intra)  held on 23rd September, 2017 on the occasion of Hindi Day 
which was judged by Dr. Madhuri Joshi, HOD and Associated Professor, Ismail Yusuf College, Jogeshwari (East).
(Junior College)
Many students won prizes at the Inter Collegiate Competition held at Universal Lords College, Goregaon and at the elocution 
competition organized by the Hindustani Prachar Sabha, Mumbai and Mithibai Junior College. Kusumanjali Mishra, Laxmi Mish-
ra and Nirav Mehta are the winners of the first three prizes. Pankti Desai and Parth Sant won first and second prizes respectively 
in singing and Nukkad Natak, won third prize at Universal Lords College

Other Notable Achievements:

 The  Department organized ‘Hindi Poetry Books’ Exhibition on 14th September, 2017 and  Hindi Poetry Recitation programme 
organized on 22nd September, 2017. 

Marathi

Faculty (Junior College)
Name and Qualification Seniority wise.
 Prachi Katpatal (M.A., B.Ed, SET)

Student Achievements:

Anuraj Rajadhyaksha of SYJC Commerce won the consolation prize at Natyabhushan State Level Mono acting Competition and 
participated in the INT state level one-act play competition. 

Faculty Achievements:

Prachi Katpatal attended a workshop on the revised paper pattern for FYJC at Bhavan’s College on 8th September 2017.

Research Project/Research Papers Presented (Only) in National/International Con-

ferences/Seminar/Workshops Organized:

Rakesh V. Panse presented a Research Paper at a National Seminar at Ramnarain Ruia College, Matunga, Mumbai
Rakesh V. Panse, presented a paper in National Seminar at Somaiya College, Vidyavihar.  
Rakesh Vinayak Panse presented a paper in National Seminar at  Jhunjhunwala College, Ghatkopar, Mumbai.
Rakesh V. Panse participated in  the syllabus revision workshop for different papers of Hindi
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Environmental Studies

Faculty (Degree College)
Name and Qualification Seniority wise.
Dr. Sunita G. Maral M.A, SET, Ph.D.
Dr. Pradip A.Saymote  M.A.,NET, M. Phil, Ph.D

Excursions/Industrial visits/Fieldtrips/ Talks by Illustrious Invited Speakers:

A guest lecture on the topic ‘ Career Opportunities in Travel and Tourism’ by Mr. Kalpesh Bordawekar, National Head of KUONI 
Academy was organized.
 A Nature Trek along the Shilondha Trail in the Sanjay Gandhi National Park on Sunday was undertaken on 13th August 2017.
Dr. Pradip Saymote gave a talk on “From Agriculture to Agribusiness” to students of Mithibai Entrepreneurs Development Cell.
A study tour at Watershed Organization Trust, Darewadi, Tal-Sangamner, Dist-Ahmadnagar was undertaken on 17-18th Feb 2018.
An industrial visit to The Orchid-Ecotel was undertaken for the students.

Class Semester
No. Of Students Ap-
peared

Pass
Percentage

F.Y.B.Com I 859 80.68%

F.Y.B.Com II 840 80.24%

S.Y.B.Com III 36 94.44%

S.Y.B.Com IV 36 97.22%

Faculty Achievements:

Dr. Sunita G. Maral co-authored a text book of Travel and Tourism Management.
Dr. Pradip A.Saymote was appointed as a member of syllabus committee for framing syllabus of M.A./M.Sc. Geography 
Dr. Pradip A. Saymote was resource person and delivered lecture on “Water Conservation” at Chandrabai Shantappa Shendure 
College, Hupari, Dist-Kolhapuras part of Lead College Programme.

Research Project/Research Papers Presented (Only) in National/International Con-

ferences/Seminar/Workshops Organized:

Dr. P. A. Saymote presented a paper at the 6th International Conference on Climate Change and Sustainable Water Resource Man-
agement – Innovative Geospatial Solutions, organized by Department of Geography and Geoinformatics, Bangalore University, 
Bangalore during 9 to 11st November 2017

Research Papers Published in National/International Journals/Books or Chapter in 

Book published/Patents:

Dr. P. A. Saymote published a paper as proceedings at an International seminar. 
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Mathematics
Faculty (Junior and Degree College)
Name and Qualification Seniority wise.
(Degree College)
Dr. Alka V. Kanetkar, M.Sc., M.Phil, PhD
Dr.Shanta V. Telang M.Sc., M.Phil, PhD
Shilpa D. Mehta M.Sc.
Dr.Ujwala N. Deshmukh M.Sc.(Maths), M.Sc.(Stats), PhD, D.H.E., Research Guide
Alka Mishra M.Sc., M.Phil
Prabhat Dwivedi M.Sc., NET/SET
Ujjwala D. Kurkute M.Sc., SET
Laxman S. Naik M.Sc., SET 
KrishnaKumar Maurya M.Sc., NET
Mignon Baptista M.Sc., NET

Information Technology

Physical Education

Faculty (Junior College)
Name and Qualification Seniority wise.
Rupali Masurkar                   M.C.A , B.Ed.
Antara Kadam                       M.Sc.(Comp.Sc.), B.Ed., MSCIT
Mehul Panchal                      MCA, MSc (I.T)
Deepa Mhaskar                     MSc (I.T)
Maria Vaz                                 M.Sc.-IT
 

Faculty (Junior College)

Name and Qualification Seniority wise.
Sanjay Shriram Desale                    M.COM, M.PEd.
Mahendra Babasaheb Jaibhaye       B.A., M.PEd.
Anjali Sanjay Sattarke                      B.A., M.PEd.

(Junior College)
Swapna Durve                M.Sc. B.Ed, MSACIT
Chetna Pramanick   M.Sc.  B.Ed MSACIT
Ramchandra Murthy           M.Sc. B.Ed MPhil
Jalaja Somakumar    M.Sc.  B.Ed MSACIT
Neelkamal Kabra      M.Sc.  B.Ed
Lt. Dinkar Kurkute   M.Sc.  B.Ed
Niketa Bhogale                     M.Sc.  B.Ed
Sushma Tembhare M.Sc.  B.Ed
Sumitra Yadav          M.Sc.  B.Ed
Ramesh Mane           M.Sc.  B.Ed.
Riyaz Mulani             M.Sc.  B.Ed.
Priya Patil                             M.Sc.  B.Ed
Neeta Pasad               M.Sc.  B.Ed
Himanshu Devlal       M.Sc.  B.Ed
Anil Vishwakarma     M.Sc.  B.Ed
Vijayalaxmi Pillai       M.Sc.  B.Ed
Meena Gawas            M.Sc.  B.Ed ,SET
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Class Semester
No. Of Students Ap-
peared

Pass
Percentage

F.Y.B.Sc I 94 48.41%

F.Y.B.Sc II 93 52.69%

S.Y.B.Sc III 81 78.60%

S.Y.B.Sc IV 81 81.16%

T.Y.B.Sc V 09 44.44%

T.Y.B.Sc VI 09 44.44%

Research Papers Published in National/International Journals/Books or Chapter in 

Book published/Patents:

Ujwala N. Deshmukh published 02 papers in international journals.

Faculty Achievements:

(Degree College)
Ujwala N. Deshmukh participated and served in the scientific committee of International Conference in Mathematics, at the Uni-
versity of Mumbai
Prabhat Dwivedi participated in workshop on Revised Syllabus of S.Y.B.Sc. Mathematics (CBCS), Paper III organized at Jai Hind 
College. 
Mignon Baptista participated in workshop on Revised Syllabus, Paper III S.Y.B.Sc. Mathematics(CBCS) organized at Jai Hind Col-
lege. 
(Junior College)
Lt. Dinkar Kurkute delivered a guidance lecture for SYJC Commerce students of Maniben Nanavati Women’s College, to prepare 
them for HSC examination.
As NCC in charge, Lt. Kurkute, assisted in conducting the ‘B’ certificate and ‘C’ certificate examinations, as Member of Board of 
Officers at Mithibai College and Bandodkar College, Thane, respectively.

Student Achievements:

(Degree College)
 Dhruva Divate (T.Y.B.Sc.) attended the Mathematical Training and Talent Search (MTTS) Programme, O-Level at IIT Guwahati from 
27th May to 23rd June 2017 and attended the International Conference in mathematics at the University of Mumbai from 22nd to 
25th January 2018.
 Dhruva Divate and Ms. Rajvi Doshi (T.Y.B.Sc. Statistics) participated in the Mini Madhava Camp for High Scorers at the Madhava 
Mathematics Competition 2017, held at KJ Somaiya College.
 Dhruva Divate was part of the college team and finished fifth in the finals for the Quiz at the University of Mumbai Youth Festival.
Shivani Batus (S.Y.B.Sc.) presented a paper on “Application of Mathematics in Computer Science” at a seminar held in Ramniranjan 
Jhunjhunwala College on 20th December 2017.
(Junior College)
Yashvi Shah and Yashil Nagda of SYJC, secured 3rd place in Master Numero Uno. 
Harshi Shah and Mahek Singhania  of  SYJC Science secured 7th Place in Classic Quiz.

Other Notable Achievements:

(Degree College)
The Department hosted a screening of the video series “Essence of Linear Algebra” created by Grant Sanderson who operates a 
YouTube Channel called “3Blue1Brown”, on 15 September, 2017. The topics covered included Introduction to Vectors, Linear Combi-
nations and Spans, Linear Transformations, Matrix Multiplication, 3D Transformations, Determinants, Inverses and some important 
Subspaces, Non-Square Matrices. Many students attended the same and also engaged in group discussions following the screening.
(Junior College)
44 students of FYJC, SYJC Science & Commerce stream participated in the Numero Uno, Intercollegiate Mathematics and Statistics 
Festival, 2017 organised by H R College of Commerce & Economics , on 22nd & 23rd September, 2017 .



65

Over the course of two days, The Department of Mathematics 
held their annual festival ‘Mithimatica’ on the 2nd and 3rd of Feb-
ruary 2018.  It had four intra-collegiate events. Seminar Compe-
tition and Quiz were conducted on day one followed by Math-
ematical Games and Poster Making Competition on day two. 
Mithimatica saw a participation of over 200 students across all 
streams of Mithibai.
Dr. Vivek Rane, Retired Director and Head of the Department of 
Mathematics, Institute of Science, Mumbai graced the event as 
the Chief Guest for the inauguration ceremony. Dr. Rane gave an 
inspiring lecture on the History and Open Problems in his field of 
work, Analytic Number Theory. Principal Dr. Rajpal Shripat Hande 
also addressed the gathering and spoke about the importance 
of such festivals that encourage and motivate college students 
while pursuing their studies.
The festival began with 20 students presenting their views on ap-
plications of Mathematics and various other topics such as Neural 
Networks, Snapchat, Mathematics in Construction, Biology and 
Health Science, Archaeology and the like, in the Seminar Compe-
tition. In the poster making competition, there were a total of 14 
entries, not only from Science students but also from students in 
Arts and Commerce streams.
At the valedictory function and prize distribution ceremony was 
conducted the students of  2016 - 17  batch were felicitated for 
their performance in the T.Y B.Sc. examinations. The student com-
munity is looking forward to participating in Mithimatica and in 
the next academic year.

  Audience and participants at the festival

Festival

Mithimatica
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Microbiology
Faculty (Degree College)
Name and Qualification Seniority wise.
Dr. S.D.Kamat M.Sc., Ph.D.
Dr. Geeta Narayan M.Sc., Ph.D.
Dr. Krutika Desai M.Sc., Ph.D.
Dr. Selina Shah M.Sc., Ph.D.
Dr. Mrunalini Mhatre M.Sc., Ph.D.
Dr. Pooja Mehta M.Sc., Ph.D.
Dr. D Ticlo M.Sc., Ph.D.

Excursions/Industrial visits/Fieldtrips/ Talks by Illustrious Invited Speakers:
Dr. Surbhi Chandra ‘Arginase in diabetes and cancer’ which was attended by TY BSc and MSc students on 2nd August 2017.
An educational visit to a Sewage Treatment Plant, Versova was undertaken on 12th October 2017.

Research Project/Research Papers Presented (Only) in National/International Con-

ferences/Seminar/Workshops Organized:
A workshop on Molecular Biology Techniques was organized for T.Y.B.Sc. students on 7th & 8th September, 2017.The resource 
persons were from Hi Media Laboratories Pvt. Ltd. The workshop covered SDS PAGE, Western Blotting, Polymerase chain reaction, 
Restriction digestion techniques.

Research Papers Published in National/International Journals/Books or Chapter in 

Book published/Patents:
Dr. Krutika Desai published 01 paper in an International research journal.

Class Semester
No. Of Students Ap-
peared

Pass
Percentage

F.Y.B.Sc I 76 92.98%

F.Y.B.Sc II 74 93.24%

S.Y.B.Sc III 35 98.57%

S.Y.B.Sc IV 35 97.14%

T.Y.B.Sc V 29 100%

T.Y.B.Sc VI 29 100%

Faculty Achievements:
Dr. Krutika Desai and Dr. Selina Shah attended S.Y.B.Sc syllabus revision workshop.
Dr. Selina Shah completed Ph. D.

Other Notable Achievements:
DBT-STAR Activity
THE UNSEEN FASCINATION: THE WORLD OF MICROBES
An exhibition, “The Unseen Fascination: The World of Microbes”, was held on 5th January, 2018 under the Star Scheme of the 
Department of Biotechnology. The exhibition aimed to introduce the subject of Microbiology to the students of 9th and 10th 
standards from the schools in the vicinity. Working models and exhibits were prepared by the undergraduate students of the 
department of Microbiology who described the various models to the visiting school students. The exhibition was inau-
gurated by the Principal, Dr. Rajpal Shripat Hande, who commended the students for the great effort put in by them. The ex-
hibition was attended by over 170 students from the schools in the nearby areas. The exhibition was also attended by 
Mr. B.R. Pande, Deputy Education Officer (Secondary), Education Department, MCGM, who applauded the undergradu-
ate students for the excellent work done in the projects that they had put up as also for the lucid explanation given by them.
A talk by Dr. Narendra Chirmule , Senior Vice President and Head, Research & Development, Biocon Ltd was organised  on 9th 
February ,2018. He talked on “New and Changing Trends In Biotechnology’. In addition, a workshop on Drug development 
was organised for T.Y.B.Sc students of biological and chemical sciences, conducted by Dr. Narendra Chirmule. The students 
were made to understand the modality and requirements for the drug development process in the pharmaceutical industries.
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The second edition of R.I.T.E, by the Department of Microbi-
ology, occured on January 6, 2018. The fest was an amalga-
mation of Research, Ingenuity, Technovation and Exploration. 
This year the event was inaugurated by Dr. Aparna Khanna, 
Dean of Sunandan Divatia School of Science and the occasion 
was attended by the Principal, Vice-Principals, Teachers and 
Students of Mithibai college. A series of exciting events were 
aligned for the participants from various colleges. The events 
included a nail-biting quiz, Bamboozled, an exciting virtual 
action, Conundrum, a hunt for hidden treasure, Word Nerd, 
snakes and ladders in a new avatar and Bottoms Up, a food 
and drink race of sorts. Budding photographers and artists ex-
hibited their talents at Envisage and Art Mela respectively. The 
fest was attended by many students as participants, onlookers 
and event managers. 

The illustrious panel including the college Principal

Festivals
R.I.T.E.

The entire team of R.I.T.E.
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Philosophy 
Faculty (Degree College)
Name and Qualification Seniority wise.
Dr. Dipesh Upadhyay  M.A, NET & SET, PhD
Ms. Deepa Jaydev   M.A, SET
Mr. Sachchidanand Singh  M.A, NET

Class Semester
No. Of Students Ap-
peared

Pass
Percentage

F.Y.B.A I 100 87%

F.Y.B.A II 99 88.89%

S.Y.B.A III 61 88.52%

S.Y.B.A IV 61 85.25%

T.Y.B.A V 27 96.3%

T.Y.B.A VI 29 89.66%

Research Project/Research Papers Presented (Only) in National/International Con-

ferences/Seminar/Workshops Organized:

The department organized a Workshop on “Healing powers of Yoga Nidra” on 18th December 2017 headed by Gurudev Amritji 
Desai from Amrityoga institute.
Ms. Deepa Jaydev presented a paper at a National Seminar at SIES college on 10th February 2018.

Excursions/Industrial visits/Fieldtrips/ Talks by Illustrious Invited Speakers:
The TYBA students were taken for “Lipstick under my Burkha” on 25th July as a part of the paper on Ethical issues.
The SYBA students of Comparative Religion were taken on field trip to places of worship in the city on 4th September.

Faculty Achievements:

Ms. Deepa Jaydev was invited to judge an NGO conference at TSEC Engineering College at Bandra.
Dr. Dipesh Upadhyay completed a teacher training course in Yoga Nidra from 29th December – 7th January2018 at Gujarat 
organized by Amrityoga Institute. 
Ms. Deepa Jaydev completed M.A in English Literature from Mithibai College.

Student Achievements:
Kshitij Mohunta of TYBA completed a teacher training course in Yoga Nidra from 29th December – 7th January2018 at Gujarat 
organized by Amrityoga Institute.

Physics
Faculty (Junior and Degree College)

(Degree College)
Pravin S. More   M.Sc, NET,SET
Bhanudas G. Arote  M.Sc, NET
Dr. Tushima S. Basak  M.Sc, Ph.D
Karthikeyan Subbu M.Sc, M.Tech, NET
Dr. Nidhi Thakur  M.Sc, PhD 
Akshay R. Rameshwar  M.Sc
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(Junior College)
Lalit Kankate  M.Sc, B.Ed.,DHE, MSACIT
S.C. Gadge      M.Sc,DHE, MSACIT
S.M. Hasabnis  M.Sc,DHE, MSACIT
U.S.Kamath     M.Sc,DHE, MSACIT
N.R.Patil          M.Sc,B.Ed., MSACIT
A.M.Patil         M.Sc,B.Ed., MSACIT
R.S.Dixit         M.Sc,B.Ed., MSACIT
N.V.Save          M.Sc,B.Ed.
H.V.Shinde       M.Sc,B.Ed.
A.D.Pandit       M.Sc,B.Ed.,MSCIT
K.K.Mourya     M.Sc,B.Ed.
P.S.Belam        M.Sc,B.Ed.
Sweety Goel     M.Sc,B.Ed.
Trupti Bhagwat  M.Sc,B.Ed.,MSACIT
Sphurti Kulkarni  M.Sc,B.Ed.
Vidya Rao          M.Sc,B.Ed., MA (Education)

Class Semester
No. Of Students Ap-
peared

Pass
Percentage

F.Y.B.Sc I 98 63.94%

F.Y.B.Sc II 97 76.29%

S.Y.B.Sc III 39 88.46%

S.Y.B.Sc IV 38 92.77%

T.Y.B.Sc V 05 100%

T.Y.B.Sc VI 05 100%

Research Papers Published in National/International Journals/Books or Chapter in 

Book published/Patents:
P.S. More published 02 papers in international journals.
Dr. Tushima Basak published 02 papers in research journals.
Dr. Nidhi Thakur published a paper in Physical Review.

Research Project/Research Papers Presented (Only) in National/International Confer-

ences/Seminar/Workshops Organized:

P. S. More presented 02 papers at two national conferences.
Dr. Tushima Basak presented a paper at an international conference.

Faculty Achievements:

P. S. More was appointed a member of Syllabus committee for S.Y.B.Sc and M.Sc 2016-17, University of Mumbai and invited  a re-
source person for one day workshop on revised S.Y.B.Sc syllabus at SIWS College, Wadala, Mumbai, on 21.6.17. P S More completed 
Science Academies sponsored 91st Refreshers course in Experimental Physics organized by Department of Physics at Ramnarain 
Ruia autonomous college in association with UM-DAE CBS.
B.G. Arote was the resource person in “Physics (Theory) Resource Generation Camp” held at HBSCE Mumbai from 8th -10th October 
2017. He attended “One week training program on computer interfaced science experiments” organized by IUAC New Delhi.He was 
selected for training program in NIUS (Physics) central force workshop during 28.02.2017-03.03.2017 at HBCSE,  Mumbai.
Dr. T.S. Basak received “Best Paper” award in the international conference held at S. L. R. Tiwari College of Engineering, Thane and 
was Resource Person for Science Academies’ 91st Refresher Course in Experimental Physics at Ramnarain Ruia College, in associa-
tion with UM-DAE CBS, Mumbai.She has been appointed as a member of Syllabus committee for M.Sc 2016-17, University of 
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Student Achievements:

Arjun S. Iyer and Manoj Karnekar was placed among national topper (Top 1%) in National Graduate Physics Examination-2017 
conducted by IAPT.
Akshaya Morjkar and Dimple Desai Took part in physics competition conducted by National College, Bandra
Arjun S. Iyer and Rajan Yadav Cleared IIT JAM exam 2017

Excursions/Industrial visits/Fieldtrips/ Talks by Illustrious Invited Speakers:

The department organized a seminar by Dr. Vijay Singh, Raja Ramanna Fellow on “The Centre of Mass and the Golden Ratio in 
Physics and Aesthetics” on 12.01.2018.
A guest lecture on “Theory of Nonlinear Mechanics and Chaos” by Dr. D. S. Maske. Ruparel College, Matunga was also organized.

Mumbai.Dr. Tushima Basak attended workshop for Revised S.Y.B.Sc Syllabus in the subject of Physics paper III, at Jai Hind College.
Karthikeyan Subbu attended the UGC sponsored Refreshers course in Chemical Sciences and Technology conducted by UGC-HRDC 
University of Mumbai.He was a resource person at One Day Workshop on ‘Revised S.Y.B.Sc. Syllabus’ organized by  Guru Nanak Col-
lege and at the Science Academies sponsored 91st Refreshers course in Experimental Physics organized by Department of Physics, 
Ramnarain Ruia college. Karthikeyan Subbu attended “One week training program on computer interfaced science experiments” 
organized by IUAC New Delhi.
Dr. Nidhi Thakur attended a one day workshop on revised S.Y.B.Sc syllabus at SIWS College, Wadala, Mumbai, on 21.6.17.
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The Department Of Physics never fails to tickle the scientific chords within us! 

“Einsteinium 99 – An element of Physics” is an annual Inter – Collegiate event organized by the Department Of Physics of Mithibai 
College which provides a platform for the youth to think out of the box and excel the boundaries of their minds. This two - day fest 
is an outcome of a rare but amazing combination of knowledge and creativity. As you traverse through the wonderful line up of 
mind boggling exhibits, you will soon realize that your belief of Physics being a headache is a myth and that Physics can actually 
enhance the “good” brainstorming in you.

It has again been a successful year for Einsteinium 99.

To break the wall that separates each one of us and to unlock the door of curiosity together, the team of Einsteinium 99 had invited 
all the “non – Physics” departments as well as colleges across Mumbai. And soon, the registration desk got real busy. The dates – 8 
th and 9 th January were all reserved for some fun pre – events. The pre events were Quizzinga, The Untold Saga, Papyrus and The 
Smartest Brain in the Room. Quizzinga was a stereotype - breaking quiz based on the “pun world” that amuses the youth of today 
the most, followed by The Untold Saga where oration skills were tested while unknown facts and infamous life stories of scientists 
came into the limelight. Papyrus, a poster making competition, revealed an undeniably intricate yet beautiful thinking process in an 
artistic manner. The next day went in hunting for the “Smartest Brain” in the room. The ability to solve simple yet tricky challenges, 
games that required the right mixture of knowledge and smartness and an unbeatable attitude were the key features that enthrone 
that person as the one having the “Smartest Brain in the Room”. 

Einsteinium 99
An Element of Physics

Festival

Explanation of Stirling Engine (Working Model)
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“Wait, the fun is not over yet!” 

The most awaited tech fest was scheduled on 12 th and 13 th 
January 2018. The first floor, Department of Physics was divided 
into three sections – the Main laboratory and the Dark Room, 
the Gaming section and the Robotics Section. The aura was set 
and the day was made perfect with the presence of our honor-
able Chief Guest, Dr. Vijay A. Singh from Homi Bhabha Centre 
For Science Education (HBCSE) who is also a Raja Ramanna fel-
low, Centre for Excellence in Basic Sciences. Dr. Singh delivered 
an appealing lecture on “The Centre of Mass and the Golden 
Ratio in Physics and Aesthetics” followed by the inaugural cer-
emony that declared the commencement of the most awaited 
tech fest.

“A rainbow is a product of Physics working for your apprecia-
tion of beauty.” – Kyle Hill.

Light feels extra wonderful when surrounded by the dark. The 
Dark Room showcased a series of exhibits that were an ultimate 
treat to the eyes. The Plasma Globe, the LED Cube, the Laser 
Show, the Hologram and the Infinity Mirror got all the attention! 
Coming towards the Main Laboratory, the ECG, designed by 
students themselves was something new this year. The Euler’s 
Disc made everybody go awestruck! Other exhibits namely the 
Sterling Engine, the Irrigation System and many more gained 
equal fame and love. The gaming section felt nothing less than 
any other gaming zone. “Could you cross the loop, all at once?”

Bluetooth robots hovering around in the corridors kept the 
aura alive while Jacob’s Ladder, Ring Launcher and Ruhmkorff’s 
Coil scared and astonished everybody to the core! Speaking of 
astonishment, the Liquid Nitrogen Show was the only ticketless 
show that went house – full! A delightful add - on were the food 
stalls that were set up for the first time in the small yet signifi-
cant history of Einsteinium
99. And with the prize distribution and the nostalgia lingering 
around, it was a wrap!

Until then, we wait for another year of astonishment, unbeliev-
able facts and the time when Physics turns fun!

Do you?

Optical Illusion-Mirascope
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Political Science

Faculty Achievements:

Dr Mahesh Bhagwat was invited by Sophia College to deliver a talk on ‘Defending Beef Ban’ on January 24, 2018. 
Dr Mahesh Bhagwat was invited by the SIES College, Sion to deliver a talk on ‘Developing Perspective: Preparing for the UPSC CS 
Exam.’ on December 21, 2017. 

Other Notable Achievements:

Department of Political Science arranged for live Budget screening for the faculty and students on 1 February 2018.

Students Achievements:

Zaid Ali, of TYBA Politics, and friends made a short film ‘The First Attempt’. The short film was screened at the prestigious Jio Mum-
bai Academy of Moving Image (MAMI) 2017 in October and has been screened across Mumbai. 
 
 Dr. Anuya Warty screened the film ‘Pinjar’ in the TYBA Politics class as a part of the Paper IX syllabus, following which the students 
created  the story where ‘Pinjar’ leaves it as part of the class activity, ‘Taking the Story Forward’, which have been uploaded on the 
class blog classofpolsci.blogspot.in
 
Saumya Shah, TYBA Politics student wrote a political analysis titled ‘Beyond Statecraft’ which has been uploaded on the said blog 
site.
Students of Political Science are participating in the competitions organised under Transform Maharashtra initiative by the Chief 
Minister of Maharashtra, Mr Devendra Fadnavis.
Students of Department of Political Science participated in the film screening and discussion arranged by the American Center to 
commemorate the Black History month on 6 February 2018. 

Faculty (Junior and Degree College)

(Degree College)
Dr. Mahesh Bhagwat, M.A., NET, Ph.D.
Dr. Anuya Warty, M.A., NET, Ph.D

(Junior College)
Vivek Parashuram Chavan, M.A., B.Ed.

Class Semester
No. Of Students Ap-
peared

Pass
Percentage

F.Y.B.A I 55 70.91%

F.Y.B.A II 54 81.48%

S.Y.B.A III 21 80.96%

S.Y.B.A IV 21 85.71%

T.Y.B.A V 11 100%

T.Y.B.A VI 13 100%
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Faculty (Junior and Degree College)

Degree College
Mrs. Ramola Thangiah, M.A., M.Phil.,D.H.E
Mrs. Keshmira Patel, M.A., NET
Ms. Suchitra  RoyChowdhury, M.A., SET
Ms. Khushali Adhiya-Shah, M.A., NET
Ms. Vinita Vader, M.A., PGDM., NET

Junior College
Ms. June Mendes, M.A., B.Ed.

Excursions/Industrial visits/Fieldtrips/ Talks by Illustrious Invited Speakers:

At the parent-teacher meets, Dr. Khevana Desai was also invited to address the parents on “Gender Sensitivity”, Mr. Mahendra Jain  
to speak on “Demonetization and its impact on common people” at the parent teacher meets.
Three training sessions of project H.O.P.E. (Healing Our Peers through Empowerment) were conducted by a professional counselor 
Ms. Dipti Makhija. 
 Research Reading Club conducted sessions to encourage reading of empirical research papers and research papers in several areas 
of psychology were presented at these sessions.
The department arranged a series of guest lectures. Speakers at these talks were Dr. Ramona Mellott and Jacob Kendrick Eavis, Ms. 
Heta an alumnus,Ms. Delshad Kalantry to inform and facilitate higher studies abroad.
A field visit to Kokilaben Hospital, Andheri for the third year students to observe the neuro-imaging techniques like PET scans, MRI, 
FMRI was undertaken. A lecture by the vising psychiatrist Dr. Shaunak on “Changes in the brain in Organic and Mental Disorders” 
was arranged too.
In collaboration with the SISTER LIVING WORKS, the department organized an event as a part of H.O.P.E. project on the International 
Survivors of Suicide Loss Day. Talks by Psychiatrists, psychologists, and the family members of individuals who attempted suicide 
were held.
The movie “15 Park Avenue” was screened for the third year students on 18/01/18 to enhance their understanding of  mental disor-
ders specifically, schizophrenia.

Research Papers Published in National/International Journals/Books or Chapter in 

Book published/Patents:
Ms. Suchitra Roychowdhury published a paper in a research journal.
 Mrs. Khushali Adhiya-Shah published a review article in the journal ‘Frontiers in Psychology.’

Psychology

Class Semester
No. Of Students Ap-
peared

Pass
Percentage

F.Y.B.A I 283 81.98%

F.Y.B.A II 275 83.66%

S.Y.B.A III 216 83.10%

S.Y.B.A IV 251 87.05%

T.Y.B.A V 47 100%

T.Y.B.A VI 47 100%
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Faculty Achievements:

Mrs. Khushali Adhiya-Shah was invited by Hugs & Cuddles Preschool, Ahmedabad as their consulting psychologist at their Parent 
Orientation Program on 10 June, 2017. 
Mrs. Keshmira Patel was been appointed as the co-ordinator for M.A. Psychology course from July, 2017.
Mrs. Keshmira Patel and Ms. Khushali Adhiya-Shah were appointed as visiting faculty for M.A. Psychology course for the subjects: 
Human Resource Management & Organization Behaviour.
Mrs. Ramola Thangiah and Ms. Suchitra Roychowdhury attended the inauguration of LIGHTHOUSE---a special unit of Jaslok Hospital 
focusing on adolescents’ well-being at Taj Residency on 12/11/17.
Ms Suchitra Roychowdhury attended a one-week faculty development program on at COEP, Pune from 18th to 22nd December, 
2017.
Ms. Suchitra Roychowdhury attended a multi-disciplinary national Conference on organized by Bombay Psychological Association 
in collaboration with Smt. P. N. Doshi Women’s College, Ghatkopar.
Ms. Suchitra Roychowdhury attended the public forum organized by Indian Federation of Neurorehabilitation on 08/02/18 at hotel 
Renaissance, Powai.
Mrs. Khushali Adhiya-Shah participated in the Faculty Development Program conducted by UPG College of Management on 12 & 
13 December, 2017. 
Ms. Khushali Adhiya-Shah attended a one-day workshop organized by Nagindas Khandwala College in collaboration with the Ma-
harashtra State Commission for Women on 5 January, 2018. 
Ms. Khushali Adhiya-Shah attended a  national conference at  L.S. Raheja college, Mumbai on 3rd and 4th February, 2018.

(Junior College)
June Mendes was invited as Subject expert to provide guidance to prepare for HSC board exams for SYJC Arts students at Maniben 
Nanavati Women’s College, on 20 January, 2018.

Student Achievements:

Three students from TYBA Psychology participated in the Autism Awareness Meet on 23rd June, 2017 organized by MANAV at Y.B. 
CHAVAN PARISTHAN, MUMBAI.
 Ms. Tasneem Dhani & Ms. Hetvi presented the Mental Health Care Bill, 2016 and Ms. Labdhi Doshi & Ms. Rajvi Doshi presented the 
POCSO (Protection of Children from Sexual Offences) Act.
T.Y.B.A. students bagged first position in “Psyc Surprise” and “Role Play” competitions in the Inter-Collegiate Psych fest of Jai Hind 
College.    
Students attended a multi-disciplinary national Conference on “Positive Footprints : Towards a Healthy Society” organized by Bom-
bay Psychological Association In collaboration with Smt. P. N. Doshi Women’s College, Ghatkopar.
Students attended a talk on “Developmental Neuroscience” at Lokmanya Tilak Hospital, Mumbai on 20th January, 2018.
Students attended and presented paper in the national conference on “ Psycho-Social Adjustability and Mental Health in India” 
organized by L.S. Raheja College, Mumbai on 3rd and 4th February, 2018.
Students attended the public forum organized by Indian Federation of Neurorehabilitation on 08/02/18 at Hotel Renaissance, 
Powai.

Other Notable Achievements:

(Junior College)
Aptitude tests and Career guidance conducted by “BLISS “on 7th July 2017 for SYJC Arts students of Psychology.
A workshop was conducted on “Emotional Intelligence “by Dr. Chitra Munshi on 4th Oct 2017 for SYJC Arts students.
 Psychology Day was celebrated on 18th November 2017 which showcased the subject of Psychology as an independent science, 
its history, schools of thought & various career options. The Quiz Counter was the attraction of the day. A demonstration of a Psy-
chological Experiment on ‘Attention’ was highly appreciated by the visitors.
 A workshop was conducted on Motivation - Preparing students for the HSC board exams on 20th December 2017 for SYJC Arts 
students by Psychologist & Wellness Coach of ‘Out Aloud’, Ms Namrata Jain.
Book reviews were done by Psychology students of SYJC Arts during the months of July to September 2017.
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The annual intercollegiate festival of the Department of Psy-
chology was conducted on 24-25th January 2018. The festi-
val followed the theme of ‘Emotional Hygiene: Deconstruct to 
Construct’, which focused on acknowledging and cleansing 
of emotions on a daily basis. The fest, organized by the TYBA 
psychology students, offered several exciting games, intercol-
legiate competitions, two seminars and workshops, all revolv-
ing around the theme. Over 20 colleges across the city partic-
ipated in the two-day festival, which was inaugurated by Dr. 
Harish Shetty. 

The first seminar ‘Master your Emotions’ was facilitated by Dr. 
Anjali Chhabria. Through an interactive session, she helped 
the audience explore how emotions are experienced and la-
belled to drive our behaviour. The second seminar titled ‘Vul-
nerability is Strength’, was facilitated by Ms. Deepti Makhija. 
Walking through the various emotional experiences shared 
by the student audience, she explained how our vulnerable 
emotions can be used to challenge ourselves and how they, in 
turn, empower us. 

One of the workshops, ‘ABCD- Anybody Can Dare, Come Dare 
To Be You’, focused on sharing the know-how of Dance and 
Movement Therapy. Facilitated by Dance & Movement Thera-
pist Ms. Kshitija Suryavanshi, the workshop offered insights to 
the audience to experience how emotions express themselves 
in some form of movement in our bodies. By acknowledging 
these movements, it can help one can experience emotional 
hygiene. 

The second workshop, Pawfect Therapy, concentrated on 
sharing the idea of animal-assisted therapy to the students. It 
was facilitated by the Animal Angels Foundation - Ms. Radhi-
ka Nair, Ms. Foram, and Ms. Deepika - along with their thera-
py dog Lilo. The presence of the therapy dog Lilo aided the 
audience’s understanding of such a therapy and its utility in 
healing clients dealing with several concerns such as mental 
challenges, trauma, autism, etc.

Principal, Dr Rajpal Hande described the festival as a success 
which benefited not only the students but everyone who at-
tended it. The festival this year received an overwhelming re-
sponse and positive feedback for all the events and games.

WORKSHOP ON ‘ANIMAL-ASSISTED THERAPY’

Festival
Mind Labyrinth
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Sociology
Faculty (Junior and Degree College)
Name and Qualification Seniority wise.
Degree College
Ms. Nilima Raval, M.A., B.Ed., SET 
Dr. Khevana Desai, M.A., SET, NET, Ph.D. 
Dr. Mittal Chauhan, M.A., NET, Dipl.in Human Resource Management, Ph.D. 
Dr. Merlin Joseph, M.A,NET. Ph.D. 

Junior College
Reshma Punjabi, MA, B. Ed
Saroj Pande, MA, B. Ed, MA in Education, SET

Excursions/Industrial visits/Fieldtrips/ Talks by Illustrious Invited Speakers:

The Department organised a movie trip for the film ‘Lipstick under my Burkha’ on 25th July 2017 as an interdisciplinary activity.
The Department of Sociology in collaboration with YMCA undertook a social awareness project wherein students of TYBA visited 
three shelter homes of the NGO ‘Snehasadan’ on 24th August 2017.
 Ms.Trusha Engineer was invited as Guest Lecturer for TYBA Sociology students on ‘The Use of Quantitative Social Research Meth-
ods in Sociology’, in September 2017.
 Social Work & Social Welfare students visited Industrial Home for Blind Women, Andheri on 14th Sept as part of extension activity.
The Department of Sociology in collaboration with Institutional Social Responsibility Committee conducted two guest lectures for 
TYBA students by Ms.Jayshree representing the NGO -Vivekananda Youth Forum and Social Entrepreneur Ms.Manisha.
The Department of Sociology in collaboration with Krantijyoti Savitribai Phule Women Study Centre, Pune organised a half a day 
workshop on Safety of women in Public place for TYBA on 22nd February 2018 covering issues of safety and security of girls and 
women in Public spaces,  surveillance by Institutions, role and responsibility of family, judiciary and educational institutions. 

Class Semester
No. Of Students Ap-
peared

Pass
Percentage

F.Y.B.A I 299 83.28%

F.Y.B.A II 295 91.86%

S.Y.B.A III 216 90.28%

S.Y.B.A IV 215 89.76%

T.Y.B.A V 43 100%

T.Y.B.A VI 58 87.94%

Research Project/Research Papers Presented (Only) in National/International Con-

ferences/Seminar/Workshops Organized:

Dr. Khevana Desai   submitted the BCUD minor research project on ‘Right to Sanitation of working women in Mumbai: a study of 
availability and accessibility of toilet facility at work place’.
 Dr. Merlin Joseph submitted the BCUD minor research project titled ‘The scope of Sociology in the Current Job Market”.
Dr. Khevana Desai presented a paper at the International Conference  at K.P.B.Hinduja College in collaboration with Maharashtra 
State commission for women on 19th January 2018. The paper was published in the conference proceedings.
Dr. Mittal Chauhan presented a paper at the International Conference at K.P.B.Hinduja College in collaboration with Maharashtra 
State commission for women on 19th January 2018. The paper was published in the conference proceedings 
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Faculty Achievements:

Dr.Khevana Desai  delivered a guest lecture on ‘Social values and contemporary Society’ at Gujarati Vishvakosh Trust, Ahmedabad 
on 11th May 2017. 
 Dr.Khevana Desai’s Gujarati translation of a Tamil story was published in Mamta, a Gujarati monthly.
 Dr. Khevana Desai delivered a lecture on ‘Reproductive health of women in India’ on 7th August 2017 at RCWS, SNDT Women’s 
University.
Dr. Khevana Desai delivered a lecture on ‘Gender Bias’ at the PTA meeting conducted by the Department of Psychology, Mithibai 
College on 23rd September, 2017.
.Dr.Khevana Desai was invited as a judge for literary arts events at ‘Yuva Mahotsav’- youth festival of SNDT women’s University on 
28th September 2017.
Dr. Khevana Desai was appointed as Staff room secretary from 9th Oct 2017 - 8th Oct 2018.

 Dr. Merlin Joseph was appointed as external examiner at NMIMS for the subject of Liberal Arts Semester I & III.

 Dr. Mittal Chauhan completed refresher course in Women & Social Science from theUniversity of Mumbai.

Student Achievements:

Prachi Doshi and  Mahima Thakur attended a one day workshop on ‘Careers in Sociology’ at Rizvi College Bandra on 15th Septem-
ber 2017.
Students of TYBA  won Prizes in verbal and poster presentations at an intra-collegiate competition on ‘Consent’ organised by Uni-
versity WDC, MAJLIS and Mithibai Internal Complaint Committee on 12th January 2018.
Five students from TYBA under the guidance of Dr. Khevana Desai presented a research paper on “Sanitation Woes of Young Girls 
and Women: a study of Toilet Facilities at Railway Stations in Mumbai” at Maniben Nanavati College on 27th January 2018.

Other Notable Achievements:

SYBA Syllabus revision workshop for paper II and III of Sem III & IV was organised by the Department in collaboration with ADHOC 
Board, Sociology at Mithibai College on 14 June 2017.
 Sociologue- a blog on concerns and challenges pertaining to social issues was initiated by TYBA Sociology students.

Statistics
Faculty (Degree College)
Name and Qualification Seniority wise.

Amrit Sudhakar Rajwadkar, M.Phil., M.Sc.
Manjiri Pusharaj Vartak, M.Sc.
Daksha Ashok Gurav, M.Sc.
Raju Kaluram Lohot, M.Sc.
Shrushti Arvind Shah, M.Sc.

Class Semester
No. Of Students Ap-
peared

Pass
Percentage

F.Y.B.Sc I 52 89.10%

F.Y.B.Sc II 52 87.18%

S.Y.B.Sc III 23 92.39%

S.Y.B.Sc IV 23 92.39%

T.Y.B.Sc V 17 94.12%

T.Y.B.Sc VI 19 94.74%
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Faculty Achievements:

Raju K. Lohot, Resource person in ICSSR Sponsored One Week workshop on Research Methodology Workshop organized by M. D. 
College, Parel on 13th  Sep.2017.

Other Notable Achievements:

The department festival Statisphere was organized on 24th and 26th February, 2018.

Research Project/Research Papers Presented (Only) in National/International Con-

ferences/Seminar/Workshops Organized:

Raju K. Lohot, attended Instructional School for Teachers on Asymptotic Theory of Statistical Inference during 23rd  October 
to 4th  November, 2017 organized by Department of Statistics, Savitribai Phule Pune University jointly with National Center of 
Mathematics
Daksha A. Gurav, attended the National Conference for “Women In Statistics and Analytic”, from Feb. 14, 2018 to Feb. 16, 2018 
organized by Department of Statistics, Savitribai Phule Pune University. 

Research Papers Published in National/International Journals/Books or Chapter in 

Book published/Patents:

Daksha A. Gurav and Manjiri Vartak Published and presented paper at Ramniranjan Jhunjhunwala College, Ghatkopar (West).
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 The guest lectures were followed by the quiz competition 
Cryptics, organized by the Second year degree students. 
The fest also included a poster competition.                                                                     

 The two-day event was a wonderful festival for students 
interested not only in statistics, but also other fields. The 
response received was extremely positive and not only did 
the students enjoy participating in the events, but also en-
joyed organizing the whole festival

The Department of Statistics of Mithibai College organized 
Statisphere, a festival to inspire young students to explore 
the dynamic avenues of the applications of statistics. The 
festival was organized on the 24th and 26th of February, 
2018. 

Students from Degree College enthusiastically participat-
ed in all the games that were organized by the Third Year 
students. CoRELAYtion was an entertaining game that 
required participants to solve anagrams and a crossword 
puzzle based on statistical terms and the second round 
was a fun combination of relay and the popular game Ta-
boo. Other games included Masking and Mimicking, Stat-
is-tricks, and Statice.                          
The second day of the festival included guest lectures 
by experts in the field of Statistics, Mr. Viraj Jain and Mr. 
Yashraj Suvanam, who are part of the proud alumni of 
Mithibai College. The speakers cleared a lot of doubts that 
students had regarding the opportunities for employment 
and use of statistics in the industrial sector. 

Mr. Yashraj Suvanam addressing the audience

Games at the festival 

Festival
Statisphere
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Zoology

Faculty (Degree College)
Name and Qualification Seniority wise.

Dr. Rajpal Shripat Hande, Principal, M.Sc., M.Sc (Research), Ph.D., D.H.E., FAZ., FZSI.
V. V. Dalvie, HOD, M.Sc. (Endocrinology), M.Sc. (Fishery Managt.), M.M.S. (Mkt. /Fin.), D.H.Ed.
Dr. Shashikant M. Patil, M.Sc., Ph.D.
Dr. Anil S. Singh, M.Sc., Ph.D.
Dr. Meghana Talpade, M.Sc., Ph.D.
Dr. Papiya Deb, M.Sc., B.Ed., Ph.D. (Zoology), Ph.D. (Management), PGDEdM 
Dr. Hitesh U. Shingadia, M.Sc., Ph.D., FLSL 
T. V. Bicheesh Balan, M.Sc. 
Dr. Vishakha Shingala, M.Sc., Ph.D.
Venkatesh Hegde, M.Sc.
Dr. Venkatesh M. Thakur, M.Sc., Ph.D. DHRM.

Class Semester
No. Of Students Ap-
peared

Pass
Percentage

F.Y.B.Sc I 179 92.36%

F.Y.B.Sc II 168 95.24%

S.Y.B.Sc III 55 89.09%

S.Y.B.Sc IV 55 90.91%

T.Y.B.Sc V 34 94.12%

T.Y.B.Sc VI 34 94.12%

Research Project/Research Papers Presented (Only) in National/International Con-

ferences/Seminar/Workshops Organized:

Dr. Hitesh Shingadia 02 National Paper Presentations at Punjabi University, Patiala.
Dr. Meghana Talpade presented a paper at the one day National Interdisciplinary Conference at DAV college, Bhandup (E).
Dr. Papiya Deb presented a paper at Multidisciplinary International Conference at B. N. Bandodkar College, Thane.
Dr. Hitesh U. Shingadia presented a paper at an International Conference at  Ganpat University - Shree S.K. Patel College of Phar-
maceutical Education & Research, Mehsana.

Research Papers Published in National/International Journals/Books or Chapter in 

Book published/Patents:

V. V. Dalvie published 04 new text books for FY B.Sc. (3rd edition). 
Dr. S. M. Patil has 02 International paper publications.
Dr. Meghana  Talpade  has a  National paper publication.
Dr. Papiya Deb has 05 International paper publications. Dr. Papiya Deb has contributed a chapter to a book on Advanced Re-
search. Publisher- Elsevier.
Dr. Hitesh Shingadia has 02 International paper publications
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Excursions/Industrial visits/Fieldtrips/ Talks by Illustrious Invited Speakers:

Field trips were undertaken to various places pf educational interest like Bhandup Pumping Station, Aarey Fish Seed Farm and 
Milk Colony, Prince of Wales Museum, Kalyan Creek, Versova Fish Landing Centre and to Ratnagiri for students of undergraduate 
and post graduate students in the course of the academic year.

Faculty Achievements:

Dr. Rajpal Shripat Hande is a member of committee to select teacher awardees (Savitribai Phule Pune University). He was part of the 
NAAC peer team which undertook visits to various colleges.

V. V. Dalvie was appointed officer on Special Duty (Examination) UoM, functional from 19th July to 8th August 2017. He was instru-
mental in clearing about 15 lakh answer books in these 21 days. He is the Chairperson, 16 syllabi committees of TY B.Sc. (Zoology) 
UoM, to be implemented in the year 2018-19; introducing a concept of learner space. He is also member of the Committee for pre-
paring perspective plan for allotting new colleges in the University of Mumbai for the year 2017-2018.
V.V.Dalvie has been appointed on the board of Management of St. Xavier’s College as a Management Representative of the Trust; 
the first non-Catholic. He has been invited as expert Resource Person to conduct a workshop with the staff and also interact with the 
peer team thereafter for NAAC accreditation in Kirti College and MD College. He is also member, Local Enquiry Committee at Guru 
Nanak Khalsa College and Vaze Kelkar College for M.Sc. (by papers) in Zoology- Oceanography under Sindhu Swadhyay Sanstha. 

Dr. Papiya Deb completed an online course on Environment Impact Assessment from Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Dr. 
Deb attended two days’ ‘Train the Trainer Workshop’ on ‘Designing and Implementing Mini-MOOCs’ organized by Royal Academy 
of Engineering UK, Kirti College, Mumbai and Thapar University, Patialia. She was awarded Certificate of Appreciation along with 
Books worth 500 USD by World Scientific for serving ‘International Journal of Innovation Management’ as a proficient Peer Reviewer. 
Dr.Deb completed a MRP with BCUD Research Grant.

Bicheesh Balan accompanied students to CST, Bhandup Pumping Station and Juhu Beach as member of Nature Club. He has been 
appointed member of S.Y.B.Sc. Syllabus committee.
Dr. Vishakha Shingala has been appointed member of T.Y. B.Sc. Syllabus Committee. She is co-convener for T.Y. B.Sc. Syllabus Com-
mittee (Semester-V Practical Paper-I).
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Faculty Photos

Degree College Commerce Faculty

Degree College Arts Faculty

Degree College Science Faculty
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Degree College Self Finance Faculty

Junior College Arts Faculty

Junior College Commerce Faculty
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Junior College Science Faculty

Laboratory Staff

Administrative Staff
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Support Staff

Retired Staff And Faculty
Junior College

Shri A.M. Patil

Shri S.V. MudaliarMrs. U.S. Kamath

Shri V.K. VazeShri S.M. Hasabnis

Mrs. Suma 
Narayan

Mrs. Smita Phatak

Shri L.B. Kankate
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Degree College

Non-Teaching Staff

Shri M.F. Vaz Shri E.R. Agharia Shri A.M. Solanki Miss S.V. Telang

Mrs, S.D. Kamat

Shri V.K. Ipte Shri U.L. Pawar Shri S.S. Ayare Shri E.B. Vichare
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Literature

-Kavya Doshi
                   (F.Y.B.A.) 

Cette année en juillet, j’étais partie pour le programme d’échange en France pour un mois. J’étais à Paris pour les quatre premiers 
jours et après ça je suis allée au sud de la France, à Toulouse. Et avant ça, voici l’hymne national de la France.
Allons enfants de la Patrie
Le jour de gloire est arrivé !
Contre nous de la tyrannie
L’étendard sanglant est levé
Entendez-vous dans nos campagnes
Mugir ces féroces soldats?
Ils viennent jusque dans vos bras.
Égorger vos fils, vos compagnes !
Aux armes citoyens
Formez vos bataillons
Marchons, marchons
Qu’un sang impur
Abreuve nos sillons
Alors, avec moi, il y avait 30 personnes de différente nationalité. Gens du Brésil, l’Inde bien sûr, l’Uruguay, la Russie, l’Ukraine, le Ka-
zakhstan, l’Ouzbékistan, l’Iran, l’Egypte, l’état de Palestine, la République Dominicaine, le Mexique, l’ile Maurice, l’Espagne, l’Albanie, 
la Roumanie, la Mongolie, le Kirghizstan, la Géorgie, le Viêtnam et Cuba. C’était une expérience formidable, et ce stage, ont changé 
ma vie. La thème de mon centre était ‘Patrimoine’. Donc, il y avait beaucoup d’ activités comme visiter les endroits patrimoines, 
faire du shopping, rendez-vous avec les personnalités célèbres etc. Le club de Lions avait parrainé d’Amicif et la nourriture et des 
frais d’hébergement ont été portés par Amicif (Amicale Centre International Francophone) et le club de Lions de France. Et la plus 
importante chose, j’étais choisie par les membres d’Amicif et après ça cette histoire était possible de dire ! Aussi, j’étais la seule 
personne de l’Inde. Toulouse est une ville plus célèbre pour les produits de violette, c’est la ville de violette. Et il y a une place qui 
s’appelle ‘La Place du Capitole’ qui est vraiment magnifique. C’est trop grand et c’est l’endroit pour shopping et manger. Mais aussi 
vers de cet lieu, il y a un endroit qui s’appelle ‘La Garronde’ et encore une rivière qui s’appelle ‘Pont du Neuf’ et il y a aussi une grande 
rond a côté de la Garronde. Toulouse est aussi connue pour les bâtiments faits de briques. Nous avons visité les villes voisines aussi 
comme Auch, Carcassonne et Albi. Dans ce stage, j’ai appris beaucoup de cultures du monde et leurs pays. Et aussi j’ai partagé de 
notre pays. C’était le meilleur moment de ma vie et j’espère que je vais rencontrer tous mes amis le plus tôt possible parce que tout 
le monde manque tout le monde et aussi j’appris quelques mots dans langues différentes comme l’espagnol, la russe, l’arabique 
etc. Et César Manuel Baez de la République Dominicaine, Rafaela Lima du Brésil, NizarMarzouqa de Palestine et Aléjandro de Cuba 
sont plus proche de moi. Ma groupe me manques beaucoup !!!

Merci beaucoup !

Mon Expérience Memorable
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Mon Expérience Memorable

-Saumya Lakshman
      (M.A. English Literature Part 2) 

As I manage to place my feet
on the footboard,
and feel those hands and knees
on my back,
I wonder whether I even exist -
Am I still what I had seen?
in the mirror before I left?
My eyes - to see the dazzlingly cheap ornaments,
and the seller’s hungry eyes...
My nose - to smell the scented sweat
emanating from the hair 
of the woman adorned with mogra.
My ears - to hear the thousand bickering pieces
floating in the chugging breeze.
But all I can feel
are those hands and knees
on my back.
Are they mine?
Are the hands on her back hers, then?
What am I, in this consolidated assortment?
I feel like I’m a body part myself.
An eye to someone zeroing in on a bindi packet;
a nose to someone smelling the oranges;
an ear to someone eavesdropping on gossip.
A hand or a knee, to someone’s back.
Together, we are a body.
And the union of our beating hearts, our soul.

Mumbai Vocal…I Mean…Local
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Sometimes I wake up at 6 am.
And sometimes I don’t wake up at all.
Sometimes I trade pieces of my heart, hoping they add up to 50.
Because Attendance is important. 

What am I doing here?
Sitting in an air-conditioned classroom having debates about starving children
Submitting essays no one reads
Making notes about the causes of depression

Walking to Vile Parle station every day, 
ignoring the homeless man who tiredly rots
Secretly reading books on my phone during English lectures

The attendance sheet says I show up every day.
But I’m never there.
I’ve lost faith in our education system. 

I’ve been taught more than I can ever unlearn. 
But I’ve grown up, more than I’ve grown.

Maybe that’s why I wait each week for Sunday. 
A day where my hands are not tainted with golden stars, 
my mistakes circled in red, 
my brain wrapped around numbers and numbers, and more numbers.

For all my hard work, I hope not to be disappointing. 

But I wasn’t taught that.
Imagine the impact we’d have on the world.
If for six hours every day, someone showed us that we could change the world, Impelled us to attend. Asked us to starve, to under-
stand what global warming would feel like in 3017.  Tell us “cook, so that you know how hard your mother works”. Make us realize 
“This is what anxiety looks like, is why must help.”

Someone who could remind us that this is going to shape who we are, and that we must not byheart this and forget it in a month 
because this matters.
Someone who can tell us, “you will be made into contributing members of society, you will feel for every broken tree and every 
broken bone and every broken person 

For six hours every day, you will prepare for life; will be made to memorize the feeling of happiness until it extends to you natural-
ly, we will not stifle you, do not sit in straight lines, draw on your desks, do not suppress yourselves, do not comb your gorgeous 
hair into braids if it makes it harder to look in the mirror, do not strip your nails of colour if you like blue that much, be yourself, 
the lack of shoe polish in your school shoes is in no way going to change how much you learn today, discipline strips away what 
makes you human.

Children are not supposed to be quiet. 

If you expect us to attend, make it worth our time, transform us, make us better, you have the opportunity to influence so many 
young minds.

Instead, you break us into apathy. 

I will always care more about my attendance than my education. 

-Twisha Pandya
                         (F.Y.B.A.) Attendance
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-Tanishq Quraishi                                        
(S.Y.B.A.) 

My student to job transition is perhaps a very fairy-tale like story but I’ve always wondered why they never skip forward to ten 
months later when Cinderella realises she married a boy who literally found her because of a shoe. That’s the only thing worse than 
a newly married couple saying they met on Tinder. Absolute regret. 
The course I was enrolled in felt awful. My girlfriend, Shruti, whom I met on Tinder, always said, “Your humour is like your hair. You 
need to work on it for it to get better. This course isn’t going to aid you at all…” She believed I needed to be in those classrooms 
that had 120 girls and four boys (which was frankly the only time she would agree for me to be surrounded by so many women). 
She believes I was made for the Arts. 
Upon broaching this topic casually after Shruti’s advice, appa responded rather cynically, “Who gives you a job after doing Arts? 
Times of India?” My father, a man who is reluctant to pay for prime-time movie tickets at multiplexes would never shell out money 
for a degree he did not believe in.  
But back when amma read my school essays she’d hold her tummy and guffaw in the most unattractive way, which was an impetus 
to write more. And now Shruti‘s face splits into two halves when I say something witty while arguing. Their laughs almost sounds 
the same; like a Nirvana song to my ears. 
During my final semester, as I did every year, I took part in ‘A Bottle of Laughter’: an event in our college fest. The name was too 
solemn; I did everything in my power to get them to change it to ‘Don’t Riot, Just Laugh’. No one ever listened. I won second place 
which was my average standing throughout my years of comedy. I was happy. Soon after the event got over one of the judges came 
up to me, “Raghu, right? Congratulations! I was rooting for you!” said Salika who was from an established online comedy network. 
 And slowly my Cinderella moment unfolded itself. We exchanged email ids. I sent her my manuscripts. She loved them. Her team 
was looking for a new writer, and they wanted me to work with them. Shruti, I, my best friend Jiggu, and our other friends celebrated 
on Jiggu’s terrace. I made an inebriated thank you speech for my future Best Script award. At home, appa retorted, “Is it worth it? 
Mera Naam Joker is just a movie, da.”  
A few weeks later with appa driving and amma condescendingly deciding to go shotgun, I had never felt so patronized and con-
fused in my life before. We were going for Karti celebrations to my cousin’s house wherein we light lamps and eat three versions 
of rice. Whenever amma says variety food, I’ve always joked about how idli and dosa are both made out of rice so there’s no point 
in making it sound like she’s making fajitas. I was wrestling with my little cousin, whilst my extended family ever so noisily caught 
up with each other in the other room. I realised we need soundproof doors for families like mine. Then, we ate on banana leaves 
kept on plates because such is the impact of Westernisation on South India. It was nine thirty and time to head home. I knew when 
Amma called out to appa and me, “Raghu, Subbu, let’s leave. I need to wake up for Jyoti ji’s Sunrise Bhajan on Sanyasi TV.” 

As I unplugged my phone from the charging socket, appa entered the room with two glasses of Sprite in his hands. 
 
“Will you complete your course if I let you go ahead with this comedy stuff?” 
 
“You do realise you don’t have a say in this right? I’m just indecisive.” 
 
“I think you should do it. Then again, since I don’t have a say in it, I’ll still pay for you till you’re on your way to becoming the next 
Raghuram Rajan in town,” appa said with an unnecessary emphasis on Raghu. He chuckled and I shrugged. 
 
On the drive back home, our Alto would have been speeding through the Sea Link with the wind in my hair, but my father drove 
patiently and I thought about what he said. 
“Why do y’all think I should call Salika back?” I broke the silence. 
 
“Shridhar convinced your father. And what’s more important than societal approval, right?” amma scoffed. I knew that she has se-
cretly always been on my team.
“Very subtle!” my father shook his head in disapproval. 
And that’s when I remembered that appa always made a crowd laugh. He had a stiff upper lip and still made jokes ever so softly that 
if you missed out you’d regret it. That night while he made candid remarks about a certain socio-economic issue, Shridhar uncle had 
exclaimed, “Oh this is where Raghu’s funny-man genes come from! He has got it from you Subbu!”  
And it has been nine months since then. I work with Salika and her team. I completed my course degree. It has finally hit me that this 
isn’t a fairy-tale. I don’t get paid well and I do stand up on the weekends but I have zero regrets. In fact, the highlight of my career 
so far has been the time when I went back to judge the comedy fest in my college. And guess what they’ve named it? ‘Don’t Riot, 
Just Laugh.’ 
 

He Has Got It From You Subbu
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-Khadeejah Adam 
(F.Y.J.C. Arts) 

Confetti On My Feet
1940
It was 3 am, Dad didn’t come home. Mom had gone off looking for him.
They came, breaking down my door, shattering the glass on my window panes.
They threw Mum’s China, smashed the framed photos hanging on our walls.
I screamed, begging them to stop.
But he was there, grasping my arm as we ran barefoot through the hall and out, into the darkness of the night.
Glass shards digging deeper into our soles with every pounding step.
I glanced down. There was blood on my feet.

1941
It was 4 pm, and he’d left to fetch water. 
I waited an hour at the door. Hesitantly peeping out of the cracked walls every now and then, hoping to see him struggling with the 
large buckets, water spilling out of each of them. 
With every tiny movement, came a panic that rose deep within my heart. Panic only brought about by bullet shells and smashed 
frames.
He came back, bringing along with him overflowing buckets and my peace. 
The sudden swinging of the door made him tip most of the water onto the floor. 
Sighing with relief once he realized all was well, he smiled briefly. The same smile that once hung on my walls.
I glanced down. There was water on my feet.
 

-Chinmayi Mestry
                                (F.Y.B.Sc.) 
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1942
It was 5 am, he said it was alright to move. So I did. 
For the first time in months, my eyes met with the dull, warm glare of the sun. 
My skin breathed in the fresh morning air that I had thought alien of. 
Dew drops shone as we carefully walked out, hand in hand; almost waiting to break into a sprint at any given moment. 
I didn’t realize at first, that we had left the woods and were now tiptoeing on the vast meadow. Away from the panic, the dark, in-
somnia, and inevitable death.
I glanced down. There was grass under my feet.

1944
It was 6 pm, he had asked me to wait by the window for him to return. 
The world was improving, but not the kind that made me trust it. I watched him walk all the way down the street, then back up. 
Our cat jumped onto the soft cushions as I leaned against the cool glass. He curled up at the foot of the sill. I looked down at the 
cluelessness and innocence in his curious green eyes. He stared at every moving thing, pupils dilating then contracting again, he 
looked up to make sure I hadn’t fallen asleep. How could I anyway? 
I heard the lock twisting; he walked in with bulging bags and a sigh.
I glanced down. There were paws on my feet.
 
1947
It was 7 am, he wanted his funeral in the morning. 
When the sun shone and the air danced. When the flowers swayed and the birds sang. When we could mourn over a great loss, with 
the comforting company of the universe around us. People surrounding me brought flowers and wreaths, deserting them as they 
left. My hands automatically drifted down to my shoes, to undo them. With the shoes lying forgotten by my side, I sat comfortably 
on the concrete now covering the body of the boy who was once my neighbour, the boy who I blindly trusted, the boy who clasped 
my hand, the boy who did everything to keep us safe, the boy who I loved, as a friend and much much more.
I glanced down. There were petals on my feet.

1978
It was 8 pm, and my name was announced on a mic, followed by applause and cheers. 
My eyes roamed the hall that stood strong on the probable ruins of my old home. The home where my Mother held me, where my 
Father teased me, where I met him. The home which they broke down, bombed, charred. The home I had to flee.
Instinctively, I slid my feet out of my heels, now rising to meet the cheering crowd. They cheered for my struggles, and they cheered 
for the pages in which I emptied my soul, they cheered for the draining power of death, they cheered for my love and me.
I climbed up the steps, trying my very best to mimic their grins. They handed me my award and an audience. I beamed at the people 
smiling back at me. With tears in my eyes, memories in my mind, accomplishments in my hands, I thanked the Almighty; for giving 
me the person I held dearest to me, for giving me the pain that death brings, for giving me the skill to convey my emotions through 
my writings, and mostly, for the blood, the water, the grass, the paws and the petals.
I glanced down. There was confetti on my feet.
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Articles

The recent advancements in the field of science can only be described as unprecedented and wondrous. With the invention of the 
Ooho (a biodegradable storage sphere made of seaweed, which is being marketed as an ‘edible water bottle’) and the growth of 
artificial intelligence, it seems like our science fiction fantasies are finally coming to life.

It has been estimated that by mid-century there will likely be 9 billion people on the planet, with 7 out of 10 of them living in an 
urban area, which only serves to increase concerns about pollution and global warming. If we continue to consume our natural 
resources at this rate, by 2050, we would have metaphorically dug our own graves. But human beings are smart creatures and it is 
with our creativity and intelligence that we have become the masters of this partially civilized planet. We have begun to realize our 
mistakes and are devising methods to correct them. If we continue on this path of ingenuity, I firmly believe that the future will not 
be as morbid as I had mentioned earlier.

Movies have painted a really bad image of artificial intelligence and automation in the minds of the public but the reality is far away 
from evil robots. Artificial intelligence is making progress in huge strides but it can never surpass human creativity, which is our 
greatest asset. Science will be our savior, not our doom.

Empowerment of women has led them to cross boundaries and break norms and I think that this wave of self-awareness will not 
ebb till we achieve wage and societal equality. This  results in lower fertility rates as women have become ambitious, career-orient-
ed and are no longer viewed as child-making machines. This means that there will be fewer teenagers in 2050 than there are today 
due to which there will be decreased competitiveness, and education will be focused on developing important life skills than on 
academia. By 2050, there will be better healthcare due to scientists developing better medicines, which means that more teenagers 
will see their parents live longer and healthier lives. Good health care also means that fewer children will be orphaned and teenag-
ers can grow in a healthy home environment.

Obesity in teenagers and children may increase due to the sedentary lifestyle and assistance of robots. The hoverboard will be the 
primary mode of transportation used by kids and teenagers alike, rendering the skateboard obsolete. By 2050, automation would 
be everywhere and teenagers may not even learn to drive, which is currently seen as a necessity and a rite of passage into adult-
hood.

Virtual reality is starting to make its presence known, and by 2050, virtual reality gaming will be the norm. Teenagers may spend 
more time gaming than indulging in outdoor activities which can lead to depression, social anxiety, and loneliness, a current exam-
ple being the hikikomori phenomenon in Japan. Easy availability of 3D food printing will make the situation worse, consequently 
risking their physical, psychological and social well-being. This technological boom will also see a rise in the number of ‘social 
media influencers’ and it will be seen as a legitimate career option. These people, as their name suggests, will highly influence the 
trends that teenagers follow. Unfortunately, I think teenagers in 2050 will be increasingly open to plastic surgery and will be more 
prone to having body image and eating disorders, due to the narcissistic social media culture and its obsession with perfection. I 
think that plastic surgery in itself will be highly revolutionized, and the procedures will be less invasive as compared to today.

Life is no science fiction novel, but science today is making similar advances as predicted by the great writer Isaac Asimov decades 
ago. Thus, I can conclude that my vision for teenagers in 2050 may not be entirely accurate but there will certainly be some simi-
larities between the hypotheses that I present here and the future and that we still hold the power to change. It is my unequivocal 
belief that the highly feared mass extinction will not take place in the near future and I can assure you that the current generation 
of teenagers will make a better world for the future teenagers to live in.

Where Would Science Take A Teenager
-Shreya Mishra 

(F.Y.B.Sc.- Microbiology) 
(First Prize, Science Association Essay Writing Competition)

 

In 2050?
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Where Would Science Take A Teenager

We human beings have travelled a long, long journey from the age when cave signs were the mode of communication to the 
age of telephones, to present  era of smartphones. Science, as a power exclusive to the ever so fascinating human brain, has been 
a great co-passenger throughout this journey; evolving as well as advancing with  man. 

From the very first telephone to the latest and the very dependable technology of smartphones connecting people from conti-
nents apart; from the first ever huge box-like television with a tiny display to the very recent and unimaginably thin 4K television; 
from the Wright brothers’ first model of aircraft to today’s biggie Airbus A380- the largest passenger airliner; don’t you think that 
Science has played a humongous role in shaping our present-day car-to-carpet life? 

Looking back at the lives our ancestors led and their gradual transformation to the well-informed, well-equipped and much more 
luxurious lives that we lead, makes me think of how times would just get better and better for the future generations to come. 
I can’t help but imagine the tech-savvy lives they would all lead thanks to the marvelous advances in the field of Science which 
would take place in future. 

The teenagers in 2050 would probably be going to schools and learning the way in which Harry Potter did at the Hogwarts, the 
only differences being they would learn the usual subjects instead of wizardry and use tablet PCs instead of wands as their sole 
equipment. Well, the classrooms are going to be fascinating with teaching boards being sophisticatedly constructed with the 
ability to project any subject matter from the teacher’s tablet PC with just a swipe! I’m sure this is going to turn out to be an inter-
esting affair for both the faculty and the student community. 

What are the two main things that hit a teenager hard when they sit to study big, fat reference books? The answer is -  1. Slumber 
and 2. Hunger. And my guess is that, be it 2018 or 2050, no Science or Technology is ever going to be able to undo this student 
mechanism. Slumber and Hunger are like that distant aunt and uncle we all have in our extended families; you don’t call them 
but you know that they’ll surely keep coming to you every now and then. There is something very supernatural about the stu-
dent-textbook relationship. Just the mere flipping of the pages can induce sleep in any student. Now, what has to follow this nap, 
of course, is hunger! So, why not find a solution to this problem and save time lost in naps the night before exams? Maybe, the 
teenagers of 2050 could have an equipment right above their study-tables having a timer with a spray which would automatically 
get set after it has detected that the child has fallen asleep so as to wake them up after a time span of 10-15 minutes (this duration 
would serve as a perfect power nap) by gently spraying splashes of water on their eyes. The person could then wake up to a nutty 
chocolate bar which would pop from a little machine at the corner of the table like toasted bread popping from a toaster! Science 
surely is going to pet the teenagers of 2050 a bit too well.

A soft and fluffy pillow playing the dreams of pleasant and happy things would be the best thing to rest one’s head on after a 
tiresome day at school. Imagine a food-lover dreaming of an unlimited pizza offer at Pizza Hut and feasting on delicious pizzas! 
Or imagine a music lover or aspiring singer dream of singing a duet at a concert, with Celine Dion! Or else, imagine the teenager 
dreaming of a lazy Sunday at home, relaxing all day long. Obviously, the dream might just be interrupted if your mother feels she 
should switch off the ceiling fan in your room as you have slept enough. But, wouldn’t this be great? And what could be a better 
start to a new day than to wake up from a lovely dream with a broad smile? A positive start to the day is always a good mood 
booster and can also make the rest of the day a pleasant adventure. And yes! This would, of course, make one want to dream a lot 
more about good things and even take efforts, in reality, to make them come true.

Science, according to me, is an incredible mélange of curiosity and imagination. It is a way of thinking and not mere knowledge. 
Science is the basis of Earth and its earthlings. Anything that can be imagined can be created. If not completely, at least partially. 
So, why aim for the tree-top when you can aim for the stars? They say that ‘Science is the poetry of reality’. Why not compose an 
excellent one then?

-Anushka Subramaniam (F.Y.B.Sc.) 
(Second Prize, Science Association Essay Writing Competition)

 

In 2050?
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-Prajakta Vibhute
(M.A. English Literature Part 1) 

Human beings are social animals. Such complex creations are we, that in a single day we go through a rollercoaster of emotions re-
ferring to 25 emotions in half a minute. Some moments can be overwhelming and while most manage to cope with life’s numerous 
demands, there are many who find it hard to marshal strength after a certain limit. Breakdowns are perfectly normal and more often 
than not help us in our growth. Having a tough exterior may not necessarily mean that you are strong, nor does being emotional 
mean that you are weak. All of us are different, all of us are to some extent, crazy, which is absolutely alright.

   As a kid I was often teased for being afraid of the dark. Without realizing it, I developed an inferiority complex. On the one hand I 
wanted to be brave and overcome my fear, but on the other hand I could not get over the fact that perhaps a ghost lurked some-
where in the darkness. Over the years I got over my fear, but what I could never forget was the belittling by my peers and family for 
a weakness which was not something to be laughed at.

   Ours is a society where we either raise a person on to a pedestal or demean him/ her so much that the person is reduced to noth-
ing. In today’s world of social media, things seemed to have changed a little with actors speaking out about depression. Yet the 
taboo surrounding mental health still exists, far more work needs to be done as awareness is still low.

   Mental health is a topic that has now been gaining the attention that should have been given it a long time back. It is very easy to 
belittle someone but it is even harder to help and understand what that person is going through. I have witnessed people falling 
apart simply because their families refused to admit that the person might need help. What stumps me the most is that we are 
ready to be sympathetic for someone who has a “regular” disease like, say cancer, but god forbid we speak openly about mental 
health. Then we automatically switch to hushed whispers, so ingrained is the taboo that we have primed ourselves to either neglect 
it completely or else resort to covert measures.

   Now when someone says they have been to a psychiatrist, we immediately classify that person as “Yeda.” If our basic understand-
ing is so flawed, that we tag anyone who has sought help as crazy, how can we call ourselves civilised or even human? How do 
we then go on to explain that mental health is not at all in concern of what it is tagged as? That there are different mental health 
disorders, such as depression, PTSD, anxiety, to name a few. 

   All of us, at some point in our life, break down and feel utterly hopeless. People who commit suicide are labelled as cowards, yet we 
don’t think of the pain the person was going through that made them resort to such a drastic step. It is only when a person has given 
up all hope and has no one to go to, that such an extreme step is taken, giving up the life that all of us cherish and fight to make the 
most of everyday. Maybe it is time we accept that we can never be perfect, because the truth is that we are perfect the way we are. 
There is no shame in asking for help, and so must we help others who may not feel the best about themselves.

We are told that those with psychological issues can possibly harm the society, as well as to their own selves. Most depressed per-
sons have a very low opinion of themselves. In a world that is obsessed with social media, the desire to be liked, to be appreciated 
is even greater. There is no rocket science involved, then, in deducing that more and more youngsters find themselves in the grip 
of melancholia. Speaking to someone will help you more than hiding it and wallowing in your own sorrows. While the internet has 
its cons, it also has its pros. There are numerous websites which offer advice and counselling. What is more, we as a society must 
appreciate that the mind, just like the body, has sometimes its moments of illness and needs to be taken care of! 

The Feeling, Thinking Human
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-Jasleen Kaur Puri 
(T.Y.B.A. Psychology) 

I am amongst you, every day.
I am not confined in a room far away.
Here are my flaws visible and out
Please don’t wear a frown, I am as real as
you; maybe with an additional issue    
or two.

And if you won’t hesitate,
I’ll tell you my tale.
You might want to deny, thrust upon me all of yours “it’s all right”
I’ve been silently suffering the entire time
Suffocating all the fears, shaming my tears
And all of this because,
Because you desire to paint a safe and happy space for reality
But it’s costing me, myself, my sanity.

  Mental health is one of the most important pre-requisites to our overall structure of well-being. Not all of us had to face traumatic 
life events that alters (and sometimes distorts) our ways of thinking, feeling and being, but some of us have to face them and 
live with it. Maybe the very often seen razor cuts on the arms of your classmate was not just an act of their pet, maybe the falling 
grades of the bright student of your school isn’t just a matter of coincidence , maybe the cousin who gets drunk at every function 
isn’t just seeking attention, its beyond it and maybe we can still help? 
     How often do we advise people when they hope for some response after sharing their plight, people who come to us when 
they are troubled, our friends, peers, our inner social circle? Quite often. And what all do we deliver to them? Complex Phrases 
like “You’re over thinking “, “Try not to worry about it “, “it happens with most of the people, try adapting “(thankyou, it didn’t occur 
to me at all). Partly, we give these advices because we want to scrap off the despair and dig out the optimism from beneath the 
person and partly because we fail to understand the seriousness, the magnitude and intensity of the problem. Unknowingly, we 
discount the burden and damage that someone’s thought process and emotions weigh.
    Imagine waking up each day, in a puddle of feelings – feelings which comprise of hopelessness, despair, doubting your own 
worth every time. Having to fight not only the world but the demons of your own thoughts that chain you, confine you away from 
good days. If this is not suffocating enough already, imagine having no one to share your worries with or even worst - imagine 
being told to stop cribbing and wear a smile and see the bright side! (Bravo! All the inner conflicts resolved and showers of posi-
tive living bestowed). 
A person’s emotional state of being, their mental health is such an important asset of their professional lives, their social circles, 
their personal lives; trivializing its deterioration is a contribution to the downfall.  It’s beautiful to live in a bubble where people 
overcome their traumas naturally, where negative thoughts don’t constantly dictate a person’s well-being, where every person 
who is not labeled clinically is capable to overcome hurdles of mind easily, and a world where everybody sleeps peacefully.  
Let us not escape from the venomous truth of human mind, someone is blurring and drowning in turmoil – with your clear vision 
and intact sense of reality, you might just save them, if you try.

How Mental Health Affects Human 

Life and The Casualty of It’s Under-

standing in Society
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Strokes of Art Help in Channelizing Emotions

-Krisha Gandhi
(F.Y.J.C.)

 Ever had one of those days when you are just a squall of emotions and have no idea how to express them?  
An average human being experiences many emotions in a day, ranging from sheer lividness, to blissful delight, to chilling dread. 
These emotions regulate our daily activities. They are what make us human. Ever since the dawn of time, man has employed ‘por-
traits’ as a method of expressing himself and the things he sees in nature. He drew on the walls of caves. As times changed, paintings 
became inspired by social occurrences, religion and monarchs. Be it a simple freehand sketch, a natural setting or an elaborate 
portrait.

Strokes of painters sing the songs of their hearts. The color splashed on the canvas too, sing an eventful medley.  Art is not based on 
the sanity of a person, as much has been proven by an artist Van Gough, when he painted the legendary masterpiece, ‘The Starry 
Night’ whilst in an asylum. An artist can portray an entire story through a single canvas. The brushes are an extension of the artist. 
Harsh strokes show aggression, soft show gentleness. Emotion of the scene is shown clear as daylight. Even the colors used, tell a 
story on their own. Let’s take the example of the color red. Red is a color which is on both ends of a spectrum. On one end it stands 
for infatuation, happiness and falling in love. On the other, it symbolizes obsession, anger and frustration.

Paintings and sketches are not the only means of expression. Emotions are also conveyed through literature. Short stories, poetries 
and novels are also used to put across one’s true feelings and desires. As Robert Frost said, ‘Poetry is when an emotion has found its 
thought and the thought has found words.’ 

Music too is an effective tool to express feelings. Music expresses that which cannot be said and on which it is impossible to be silent. 
Where all words fail, music speaks loud and clear. Any emotion expressed through song is ten times stronger.

But art is not only music, dance, poetry and paint. It is much more than that. Art is found in all walks of life. Just because we don’t 
see it, doesn’t mean it’s not there. A doctor, deftly fixing broken bones and other injuries, is art. A tailor, crafting a lovely dress stitch 
by stitch, is art. Even the housewife, who toils all day, is an artist. She puts her heart and soul in cooking the most delectable dishes, 
which are not as effortless as they may seem.

My opinion is that everyone has doors in their lives that they assume are locked. These doors lead to artistic expression. They say 
that ‘I can’t dance or write poetry or sing or paint or sketch’. More often than not, these doors are not locked, just closed. All we need 
is one significant incident which will force us or maybe trigger the suppressed ‘us’ to explore the unexplored. When we will head for 
the journey, we will find the art inside us. We will see that art has always been a part of us and when art becomes a part of you, it 
seizes to be just art. It becomes an uplifting symphony.
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Literature

-Yogesh Tak
(M.A. English Literature Part 1) 

My speech arrests often
while my portal of expression is ever sealed.
The ‘normal’ doesn’t make sense,
while the struggle to discern, never ceased.
Beads of perspiration glint on my face
as I try to grab a hold of my breath
doused in anxiety. 
Nothing makes sense,
only absurdity seems reasonable.
The melting knife is tempting beyond resistance, 
but a pencil lay beside it. 
So I pick it up and give myself up,
to the paper.
I heave a sigh and breathe a breath 
stifled inside me since long,
as the words start to form thoughts
that were obscured in the frailty of my head,
the insides of which are terrifying 
and knock me out of my sleep 
soiled with nightmares. 
As I traverse this path of novelty bricked with words,
to gauge the smoldering tumult in my mind,
I see you paint, and draw, and sketch.
I see you sing and play a melody.
I see you dance 
and I see you read.
And while I read,
I see that fiction is more real,
or as real,
as anything out there. 
I see the colors of Van Gogh’s Starry Night 
paint the walls before me,
to give a kind of relief,
and perhaps,
even pleasure.
And I tread further with my words 
and your colors and your song and dance,
and the thought of surviving and enduring 
in this world 
seems less intimidating. 
Art has rendered the globe 
as a prism in my hand,
and I see that there are more colors in me,
more than just black.

Black
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Articles

-Ameya Kokatay
(F.Y.B.Sc.) 

Society - A Google search would inform us that it is the aggregate of people living together in a more or less ordered community. 
What is society in simpler terms though? The public? The people? Humankind? Mankind? Civilization? Or the source of the question 
perpetually anchored in our minds – log kya kahenge? Quoting Aristotle, “Man is by nature a social animal; an individual who is 
unsocial naturally and not accidentally is either beneath our notice or more than human. Society is something that precedes the 
individual. Anyone who either cannot lead the common life or is so self-sufficient as not to need to, and therefore does not partake 
of society, is either a beast or a god.” Now, assuming that we are neither Gods, nor self-sufficient beasts, we have two categories to 
fall into –the regular, social human being or the remaining ones who are beneath the notice of the rest of society and without the 
immunity enjoyed by a God or a self-sufficient beast, we are affected by how we fit into the society we exist in.
Mental Health is a person’s condition with regard to their psychological and emotional well-being. A person with good mental 
health can be one with an absence of mental illness and can function at a satisfactory level of emotional, mental and behavioral 
adjustment, resulting in productive activities or even the structured ones. While severe mental disorders might not be very com-
mon, we are surrounded by people dealing with all kinds of issues which include everything from stress, loneliness, depression, 
anxiety, grief and addiction to learning disabilities like ADHD and dyslexia and other illnesses. As important as it is to maintain ones’ 
physical health, mental health holds equal importance, if not more. Evidence from WHO suggests that nearly half of the world’s 
population is affected by mental illnesses with an impact on their self-esteem, relationships and ability to function in everyday life. 
This in turn can have a big impact on physical health and in some cases lead to addiction and substance abuse. 
Technically, most of this can be managed and treated through therapy, counseling or medication. However, it’s not as easy as it 
sounds on paper. There is one thing that often holds people back – stigma. Stigma, caused by society, by us, the people who com-
prise our society, intentionally or unintentionally. Whether we realize it or not, people who courageously come forward admitting 
they have a mental health problem or rather anything which sets them apart from the rest of us but fails to acquire our approval 
have to face various forms of exclusion or discrimination, by a majority of people if not all. However, when so many people engage 
in such behavior, it is very likely for us to be affected by herd mentality and get influenced into adapting the behavior of our peers, 
irrespective of whether it is good or not. When it comes to mental health, stigma can be social or perceived, i.e. stigma dissemi-
nated by people directly or when sufferers aware of stereotypes in society feel the stigma and its effects without it being directly 
inflicted upon them. Both, however, can be gigantically damaging to mental health sufferers and cause feelings of shame even if 
one’s condition is barely something that they have control over and minimize the effect of the help being taken by them to cope 
with their situation. Unfortunate as it is, it can be commonly observed that people with mental illnesses are perceived as danger-
ous, especially people who suffer from schizophrenia, alcoholism and drug dependence. The most harmful attitude however, im-
plies that mental health problems like eating disorders and substance abuse are self-inflicted. The stigmatization often arises from 
the people closest to us. Instead of recognizing the seriousness of the issue at hand, people are likely to make assumptions about 
sufferers, show distrust, avoid them, pity them at best and gossip about them at worst. As aforementioned, living in a societal struc-
ture, depending on social interactions to assess our own behavior made evident by the way the advent of technology has caused a 
boom in social networking platforms to which we turn not only to form and maintain connections, but also to obtain validation, it 
is worth noting the impact social rejection can have, especially on people who are suffering from mental health problems.
As bad as all this sounds, we are still improving and developing as a society. Even if the sheer number of people who are affected by 
all kinds of woes is frightening, there is a ray of hope. Even if we have seen public figures succumb to their struggles, we can also see 
public figures fighting their fights publicly, showing us that we are no different than them and using their voice to inspire us and 
show us that it is normal to suffer, to be broken and that we too can redeem ourselves and find happiness in life. If there are con-
formists in our society, we also have people who respect and encourage individuality. If there are cruel, selfish people in this world, 
we also have people who are kind, empathetic and strive selflessly for others’ happiness. If we have portrayals in media which drain 
all self-esteem and positivity from us, there are portrayals which challenge these norms and teach us how to love ourselves and be 
comfortable in our own skin. If we have people around us who are flag bearers of discrimination, we also have men and women 
who stand together, shoulder to shoulder, and fight for the equality we all deserve and if we have predators who think they can 
prey on us and silence us, we have brave men and women who refuse to be silenced or let others go through the same ordeal, the 
list goes on. Even if it seems like we are drowning in a sea of tragedies, there are always things happening to keep us from going 
under. Today, our world is more connected than ever before. There is more awareness amongst us and more hope for a peaceful 
world where we all can co-exist in harmony and lead happier and more fulfilling lives. We are a work in progress and each day we 
are inching closer to our hopes becoming a reality.
 

“When It Comes To Mental Health, 

Stigma Can Be Social Or Perceived”
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-Aastha Bairolia
(T.Y.B.A. Literature) 

Art
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-Devanshi Shah
(F.Y.B.A)

-Jannat Lakdawala
 (F.Y.B.A.) 

-Amanya Vasavada
  (F.Y.B.A.) 
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Achievements

Mrs. Pooja Chavan received the 1st prize in Rangoli at the Intercollegiate Competition held at M.D. Shah Mahila College, Malad 
(West).
Mr. Mahesh Kolhe received the 3rd prize in “Best Out of Waste” at the Intercollegiate Competition held at M.D. Shah Mahila College, 
Malad (West).
Mr. Sachin Pujari passed M.A. (Marathi) with 1st class.
Mr. Prasad Deshmukh passed PGDLAN (Post graduate Diploma in Library Automation & Networking) with Distinction.
Mrs. Pooja Chavan passed M.A. (Marathi) with 2nd class.
Mr. Santosh Devre passed M.A. (Marathi) with 1st class.
Mr. Abhijit Jagdale (Peon) passed TYBA examination held in April 2017.
Mr. Chetan Surve (Peon) passed TYBCom examination held in April, 2017.

Non-Teaching Staff Sports Day Event and Winners (2017-2018)

Table Tennis

100 Meter Running Women

100 Meter Running Men

Cricket

Carrom
Sr. No Name Of Staff Secured Rank

1. Mr. Dattaram P. Jadhav First

2. Mr. Mahesh G. Kolhe Second

Sr. No Name Of Staff Secured Rank

1. Mr. Samir D. Mehta First

2. Mr. Vinayak Ipte Second

Sr. No Name Of Staff Secured Rank

1. Ms. Supriya Dholam First

2. Ms. Swapnali Rampurkar Second

3. Ms. Pooja Gothankar Third

Sr. No Name Of Staff Secured Rank

1. Mr. Rohan Sawant First

2. Mr. Chetan Surve Second

3. Mr. Pravin Tavare Third

Sr. No Name Of Staff Secured Rank

1. Mr. Kalpesh Mejaree First

2. Mr. Vaibhav Kundhadia First

3. Mr. Mangalmurti Kamble First

4. Mr. Rohan Sawant First

5. Mr. Kalpesh Bhatade First

6. Mr. Rajesh Garibe First

7. Mr. Abhijeet Jagdale First

8. Mr. Amol Hotkar First

9. Mr. Sanket Mahadik First

10. Mr. Chetan Surve First

Non-Teaching Staff
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Cricket

Fun Event

Sr. No Name Of Staff Secured Rank

1. Mr. Nilesh Sawant Second

2. Mr. Raju Pednekar Second

3. Mr. Prabhakar Narvekar Second

4. Mr. Akhilesh Rajbhar Second

5. Mr. Rupesh Shelar Second

6. Mr. Mitesh Patel Second

7. Mr. Krushna Matal Second

8. Mr. Nitesh Amate Second

9. Mr. Alankar Kadam Second

10. Mr. Dilip Rapse Second

Sr. No Name Of Staff Secured Rank

1. Mr. Vaibhav Kundhadia First

2. Mr. Prasad Deshmukh First

3. Ms. Shilpa Kambli First

4. Ms. Varsha Pangle First

5. Ms. Leena Naik First

6. Ms. Nikita Kank Second

7. Ms. Supriya Dholam Second

8. Ms. Deepika Kadam Second

9. Mr. Sachin Kashilkar Second

10. Mr. Pradnesh Gawade Second

11. Mr. Vishal Bhagat Third 

12. Mr. Rupesh Shelar Third 

13. Mr. Manoj Sakpal Third 

14. Mr. Dinesh Gorule Third 

15. Mr. Nilesh Sawant Third 
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Kshitij’17
Kshitij - our annual intercollegiate festival, was held this year from 7th to 10th December, 2017 (as is a ritual), at various venues of the 
SVKM premises. Kshitij sports unique themes every year and this year too, they coined an interesting theme, ‘India – A Divine Abode’. 
The theme focused on the cultural and economic backgrounds which creatively enveloped the various aspects of our country.

Team Kshitij successfully brought in many new things this year. They conducted PR rounds on 18th September through which they 
invited 485 colleges. Exactly a month later, on 18th November, the Contingent Leaders’ Meet was held where representatives of 146 
colleges were present. Team Kshitij made the Registration process online by conducting Registrations for the College Contingent 
(CC) from 30th November to 2nd December and the registrations for the Noncontingent Participants (NCPs) on 3rd and 4th Decem-
ber, thus streamlining the process.

More than 90 colleges participated in a total of 53 events, in the four days of the festival. Out of these 53 events. 21 of them took 
place on the first day itself followed by 18 events on the second day,17 on the third day and 10 events on the fourth and the final 
day. They ranged from Performing Arts, Literary Arts, Creatives and Fine Arts to Gaming and Sports, Management Events to Pho-
tography and Film Fest to Informals. 

On the first day, the cast of Fukrey Returns eagerly interacted with the crowd at Kshitij’17 to promote their movie. The crowd geared 
up for a mind-blowing performance of Stadiumx, the Hungarian DJ Duo and the performance was opened by the very talented 
Carnivore. On the second day of the festival, Farhan enthralled the young crowd and Jaz Dhami left the crowd in  awe with their 
incredible music.
The position of the 1st runner-up was captured by Kishinchand Chellaram College and Usha Pravin Gandhi College of Management  
secured the 2nd runner-up position at Kshitij’17. Narsee Monjee College of Commerce swept away the title as winner of Kshitij’17. 

Prestigious College Partici-
pants

Sponsors and Associates Celebrities and Judges 

Kischinchand Chellaram College, Usha 
Pravin Gandhi College of Management, 
Narsee Monjee College, St. Xavier’s Col-
lege, St. Andrew’s College and national 

colleges like Symbiosis, Pune and St. 
Joseph’s, Hyderabad.

HDFC Ergo, HDFC Life, ONLY, Puma, 
Reliance Digital, Maruti Suzuki Colors 

of Youth on Campus, Streax, 9XM, 9XO, 
National Geographic Traveller

Shreyas Talpade, Vandana Pathak, Sanjay 
Suri, Samir Soni, Ishq Bector, Suchitra 

Pillai, Pooja Hegde, Milan Luthria, Hiten 
Patel, Kenneth Desai

The amazing band of Farhan Akhtar live at Mithibai College
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Kshitij’17 held three social outreach programs in the months of September, October and December, 2017. These initiatives were 
carried out  to contribute to the society that we all are  part of. Kshitij and Life Wins carried out an interactive program for cancer 
patients.  50 members of Team Kshitij organised the program with over 100 patients aged between 4 to 18 years along with their 
caretakers, at the Tata Memorial Hospital, Parel on the 25th of September from 12.30 pm. onwards. An orchestra, various dance and 
music performances and a magic show were set up for the patients.

On the occasion of Chhath Puja on 26th October 2017,  devotees gathered in huge numbers at the Juhu beach to perform rituals, 
leaving a massive amount of debris at the beach. In a collaboration with BMC, a clean-up drive was conducted at Juhu beach near 
Tulip Star, from 9 am. onwards on 27th October. 150 students from Team Kshitij enthusiastically contributed towards the Swachh 
Bharat Abhiyan and with the  help of BMC employees, cleared the debris and restored the beauty of the Juhu beach.
Team Kshitij orchestrated a 7-kilometre marathon, where 2970 runners actively participated for spreading the message of a greener 
and cleaner India, on 10th December.The participants were grouped in three categories of 13 - 16 years, 17 - 34 years and 35 years 
and above. Cash prize worth INR 10,000 was awarded to the winner and INR 7,000 was presented to the 1st runner-up. The 2nd run-
ner-up received INR 5,000, in the respective age categories.

Kshitij For The Society
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Yoga Nidra

Workshops Conducted In College

Department of Philosophy, in association with Kaivalyadhama and Amrityoga organised a one day workshop on “Healing Powers 
of Yoga Nidra and Yoga” on 18th December, 2017. Gurudev Amritji Desai, a world renowned yoga guru teaching in the USA for the 
last 56 years and having trained 10,000 teachers in 45 countries, conducted the workshop. 102 participants actively took part in the 
workshop. The participants included students, teachers and professional yoga teachers. The workshop comprised of theory and 
practical sessions on Yoga Nidra, which is meditation in sleeping posture. This technique can be applied by people of all ages. The 
feedback was positive.
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How To Deal With Stress

On 20th January, 2018 a workshop on Yoga titled ‘ Manag-
ing Stress Through Yoga’, was held by Mithibai College in 
collaboration with Kaivalyadhama Institute. The Principal, 
Dr. Rajpal Shripat Hande was the guiding spirit behind the 
workshop. The chief guest for the evening was Dr. Vipin 
Sharma, a medical doctor and an IAS officer and the guest 
of honour was Shri Subodhji Tiwari, CEO of Kaivalyadha-
ma Institute, Lonavla. 
 
The programme began with the lighting of the lamp and 
the Saraswati Vandana, followed by the Principal’s ad-
dress in which he stressed the need for yoga for stress 
management. The workshop was organised by the Prin-
cipal for the express purpose of SYJC students due to ap-
pear for their board exams in a month’s time. Mr. Subodhji 
Tiwari then gave a wonderful talk on the importance of 
yoga and stress management in our lives. The inaugural 
address was given by Dr. Vipin Sharma. He regaled the 
young audience with anecdotes and quotes about yoga 
which had the audience interested and amused.
 
A demonstration on stress management was then giv-
en by Ms. Masab Patanwala-representative from the 
Kaivalyadhama Institute- in which the audience partici-
pated actively. The Vice Principal of the Junior College, Ms. 
Swapna Durve proposed the vote of thanks.
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Faculty Development Program (FDP) On “Academic Excellence 

And Autonomy”
Mithibai College has been awarded graded autonomy for a period of 10 years by the UGC. Autonomy is a step towards academic 
excellence in higher education and in line with our Moto ‘Higher and Still Higher’. The college is determined to surge ahead and be 
acclaimed as a destination for excellence. With this objective, under the aegis of the IQAC and DBT –Star college scheme, an off-site 
Faculty Development Program (FDP) on “Academic Excellence during Autonomy”, was organised at Rambhau Mhalgi Prabodhini- 
Keshav Shrusti, Uttan, to deliberate and formulate academic excellence practices. The program was conducted on 7th-8th April, 
2018.
 
On the first day, 7th April 2018, Session 1 was conducted on ‘Evaluation and Examination Reforms’ by Dr. Merzban Kotwal, Controller 
Examinations, St. Xavier’s College. He gave insights into the innovations which can be practiced in evaluation and the conduct of 
examinations. He discussed at length (i) eligibility for the examination and the basis of term not being granted (ii) the pattern of 
external as well as internal assessment (iii) type of evaluation conducted - which is moderation in the first and second years and 
double blind evaluation in the third year  (iv)  the framework for grading  assignments and  (v) the contents of grade sheet which has 
a mention of the percentages as well.
  
In higher education, a lot of emphasis is being laid on Research , Consultancy and collaborations. The 2nd session was  conducted by 
Dr. Samidha Pawaskar, Dean- Research & Consultancy, K.J. College of Science and Commerce. She gave insights into the strategies 
that can be formulated to promote research at college level. Many of these have already been implemented in the Mithibai College 
in the light of the suggestions of Mentor, Shri. Sunandan Divatia, CEO, Mr. Asoke Basak and CAO Mr. Nilesh Mohile, at review meet-
ings and CDC meetings. 

With the grant of autonomy, the road ahead was discussed by Dr. Urmi Palan, Ex-Vice-Principal, Ruia College. She talked about the 
overall conduct during autonomy. She cited the case of her college with respect to curriculum and programs that have been devel-
oped. 

Each of the sessions was chaired by a Vice-Principal, with a CDC member as the Vice-Chairperson and a Rapporteur to record notes 
of the session. 

The faculty was fully charged and on 8th April, the faculty conducted a brain storming session and the inputs given by the resource 
persons were reflected upon  with relevance to our college. All participating faculty members were grouped into three teams on 
basis of the three sessions conducted on 7th and the report of each session mentioning the takeaways was presented.

The fruitful discussions ended with the Valedictory function. Principal Dr. Rajpal Shripat Hande, made the concluding remarks on the 
FDP and motivated the faculty to explore and enjoy being a part of autonomous higher education. 
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Faculty Induction Programme

RFID Inauguration Ceremony
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Mithibai College Conferred with ‘The Best College’ Status
Shri Vile Parle Kelavani Mandal’s

Rotary Vocational Excellence Award in the field of Higher Education for Principal Dr. Rajpal Shripat Hande.

Rotary takes lead in recognizing the Vocational Excellence of individuals and organizations who go beyond the call of their duty to 
serve the community at large. This year under the Rotary Seva Abhiyaan Project, Rotary Vocational Excellence Awards were organ-
ised. Rotary conferred the Rotary Vocational Excellence Award for exemplary services in the field of Higher Education to Principal 
Dr. Rajpal Shripat Hande.

Maharashtra Times’ Samajik Bhan Puraskar awarded to Institutional Social Responsibility (ISR) Team, Mithibai College

Maharashtra Times’ Samajik Bhan Puraskar has been awarded to Mithibai College for its contribution to Social Consciousness proj-
ect like  ‘Joy of Giving’under Institutional Social Responsibility committee. Every year Joy Of Giving Week is announced and do-
nations in kind are collected by students and are distributed to NGOs who are work with the people who most deserve help. NGO 
Bazar is arranged for the sale of products made under the aegis of various organisations .The award is in the recognition of the 
college’s contribution to social causes.

Mithibai College, affiliated to the University of Mum-
bai,has been awarded the Best College Award, Urban 
Area, for the academic year 2016-17 “in recognition 
of valuable academic achievements and participa-
tion of the college teachers in the university system 
through various mechanisms of the University”. The 
award includes Rs.50,000 in cash, trophy and certifi-
cate of appreciation. The award was handed over to 
Dr. Rajpal Shripat Hande, the dynamic Principal of 
Mithibai college by the Honourable Vice-Chancel-
lor of University of Mumbai, Dr. Devanand Shinde in 
a special felicitation ceremony held on 26 January, 
2018 at the Kalina Campus of the University.  The 
selection committee for this award includes former 
vice-chancellors, expert academicians and officers 
from the field of education.
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Article

Imagine this: you walk into a cafeteria. You have friends at all the tables, nobody is staring at you, your favorite food is on the menu. 
Everything is great. Except there’s this one table in the center of the room that seats the coolest people you’ve ever seen, and there’s 
a chair empty.

I want to sit at that table. We all do. We want to be well known, well loved, well respected, and well, popular. Sometimes we’re bitter 
at the dawning realisation of our insignificance, and pretend that popularity is the kind of thing that only the most shallow, insecure 
people want to be. The truth is, we’re all shallow, we’re all insecure, and we’re all so frighteningly desperate to be popular. We want 
to be whatever the newest version of cool is, even when we can barely keep up with it. 

You know what’s really cool? Straight, long hair. But also short and curly hair. Ripped shorts and fishnet stockings. In some alternate 
universe, cargo shorts. Instrumental cello covers of Led Zeppelin’s Immigrant Song. Electropop Christmas carols. Football leagues 
and Settlers of Catan game nights. Everything is cool, then it’s not, and then it’s cool again.    

Here’s the thing about being popular. It’s short-lived and incomprehensible and arbitrary. Memes and jokes get passed around on 
the internet like notes on ripped up notebook paper, or an impressive round of chinese whispers. Nobody knows where the heck 
it came from, why everybody has seen it, or who drew on the mustache that everyone wore in jewelry form for a solid two years. 

A poem I wrote and performed went up online earlier this year. Within an hour it had thousands of views, and I thought I would 
pass out from the excitement. I grabbed my mother and twirled her around like we were in some particularly cheesy teen romantic 
comedy. “I can’t believe so many people have seen it!” I’d yelled, “How is this happening!” It has nearly two lakh views now. I’ve been 
specifically asked to perform it at certain events, and I get introduced in reference to it. It’s popular. By extension, it’s made me pop-
ular, and I reap the benefits of that.

I don’t know why it did so well. There’s no single algorithm I can point to as the formula for Online Success. Sure, maybe poems 
about feminism and religion and love are easy to share, easy to like, but not every poem is a Brown Girl’s Guide, or a When Love 
Arrives. You can try to copy a famous vine, can remake the same movies a hundred times and hope something sticks, can steal the 
chords from that one song you love. It’s not going to work. Good poems, good books, good TV shows, good memes, they can all die 
the deaths of the obscure. Meanwhile creators sit in meetings that begin with “We’ve got to make something that goes viral,” and 
stare at their slowly ticking view counts.

We’re all just sitting here, staring at cool table in the cafeteria, and wondering what it feels like to be there. To be so admired, so 
loved that we rise above everyone doing the loving. Popular doesn’t belong to everyone anymore. Popular is a few occupied chairs 
at the biggest table in the room. Popular is a slot machine at a casino that only lets in lottery winners. 

How do we get there? How do I write the next Pulitzer prize winning novel? How do I make the perfect twitter thread, and have it 
reach more than my 81 followers? How do I get random people to comment heart emojis under all my Instagram posts, even the 
ones that are just pictures of my unfolded laundry? God, just let me be popular. Let everybody love me. Let them think I’m better 
than I am, better than them. Please, whatever it takes. Let me sit with you.

-Saumya Kaulgud
(T.Y.B.A. Literature)

You Can’t Sit With Us
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Your words matter, 
Your actions too 
My heart shatters 
Sometimes my soul does too

You push me down 
You pull me up 
You grab my collars 
And mess me up 

I come here to Learn 
You choke my breath
You got me swearing 
And Mornings hiding under my bed 

Please mr.bully 
I don’t know what have I done 
You know I have a lot of problems 
And your the biggest one

I don’t wanna fight 
I want to be at ease 
You keep disrupting my sight 
And destroying my peace 

I have had enough 
You take my quietness for granted 
I can show you what you deserve 
Without even repeating a single word that you ranted.

-Nivedita Pal

Untitled

Literature
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with his father. Losing someone so close is like getting in an enclosed cocoon of yourself and your identity with the knowledge that 
you’ll never be whole again. 

But KJo, as he is popularly known, throws some spinners that bowl over my soul. The perpetual mock over his sensuality remains a 
tip of the iceberg. Though he doesn’t play a victim in the book, certain questions raised by him still echoes-

“Are rich people tucked in their designer beds not entitled to hold opinions?”

“Is sex and Bollywood industry proportionately related?“

“Is it illegal to showcase sadness on social platforms?”

The book is a little like those earworm upbeat songs with which solitude and introspection reveals had surprising depth. 

“Death does not scare me. Life does.” 

With this statement, the novel ranks highly on my list of “Last Bookish Words.” (Rainbow Rowell for Eleanor and Park is definitely 
absent). 

P.S.: All those who pick up the book with expectations of finding glamour and nefarious undertone puns found in his talk show will 
be gladly surprised. 

Article

The pursuit of reading my first biography (not counting the unfinished My Experiments with Truth) made me wonder, how the core 
consolation of “It’s just a story” spouted by nonreaders so easily becomes pretty pointless when you read memoirs (although the 
statement fails to uphold any utility). 

When I think of Karan Johar, scenes from his movies consume my thoughts right away. Maybe they have always been there but 
instantly get converted to an alarm that has gone off and is now repeatedly on snooze. From Shah Rukh Khan donning a dozen of 
friendship bands in his jeans pocket to Poo singing It’s raining men, these are the sights that vividly flash before my eyes. 
Prodigiously pampered by his parents, clinching his edition of Vogue and treating food as the ultimate go to - the discourse on his 
childhood kept me captivated. By this time, you can tell that I’m engrossed in the book. 
The most heart-stirring rendering remains when he pens down the demise of his father who was ironically diagnosed with cancer 
when he was busy with Kal Ho Na Ho. I’ll be honest and accept being guilty for the times when I always smirked thinking Karan 
Johar also had the Hum Sath Sath Hain syndrome when the lines “We miss you, papa” appeared during the end- credits. He shared 
such a beautiful equation 

-Adiba Fatima
(F.Y.B.Com.)

And The Book Hangover Lingers On...
Book Review Of An Unsuitable Boy
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-Amulya Amrut Rajwadkar
(F.Y.J.C.)
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Capitalism is bitter-sweet. The driving force of accumulation of capital, consequently leads to circulation of currency such that 
the net result is the ever increasing gap between rich and poor. This forms the first problem. The second problem is that this in-
evitably leads to social inequalities in terms of income and opportunities. While many of us are blessed enough to have to worry 
only about first-world problems, there are billions who are unable to access basic nutrition. This social inequality breeds feelings 
of resentment and crimes. It is one of the rivers that feed the sea of darker sides of the society – greed and selfishness. Parameters 
such as the general happiness of citizens and basic quality of living are not as significantly being taken into consideration as they 
should be. GDP alone is a very deceptive parameter for estimating the development of a nation because it makes success only 
about materialistic wealth. Lastly, and perhaps the most profound negative impact of capitalism is unsustainable development. 
Short-term goals, ego-centric tendencies and the short sightedness to not see problems that aren’t readily visible, is leading to 
such exploitation of our resources that our future generations will be left with problems of survival instead of luxuries. Techno-
logical luxuries without sources to power them may become redundant in the future. There can only be so much growth, before 
decline. 

Many would cheer the idea of eradication of capitalism, but history suggests otherwise. Unparalleled technological advance-
ments have arisen out of it, but unbridled capitalism can eat up humanity inside-out. Thus, it would make sense for us to modify 
the current framework into one that does not over power humanitarian values and is more sustainable. It is time to improvise. 
Like each new theory works on the drawbacks of its predecessor, it is time to formulate a new model, which brings more balance 
to our society in all aspects. 

The first problem can be uplifted by a policy that tweaks capitalism, namely Unconditional Basic Income (UBI). This has been 
around  for ages, but hasn’t been implemented. UBI means all citizens would receive an income just enough for basic necessities, 
unconditionally. While some support this idea, some are worried if people would stop working when they are given free mon-
ey. The only way to know is to conduct trials, and there have been many, dating as early as 1970’s. However, only a handful of 
these trials have been truly unconditional with long enough time frames including a significant number of individuals to collect 
worthy statistical data. Two trials worth mentioning are the ones conducted in Dauphin, Canada (1973) and in Madhya Pradesh, 
India (2011-2013). Contrary to the belief that people would stop working, the results were quite uplifting. Health, nutrition, and 
quality of living improved. People worked just as much except 2 groups- woman took longer maternity leaves and young boys. 
This is beneficial as mothers can spend more time with their infants and young boys could spend time completing education 
which would otherwise have been spent for paid work. Surprisingly, hospitalization rates also fell. High school completion rates 
increased. In India, girls started attending schools more and there was a boost in entrepreneurs as people ventured to start their 
own businesses with a willingness to take risks. There was no corresponding increase in rates of alcoholism and drugs. Clearly, 
this opportunity removed poignant stresses of survival for the poor and enabled them to use their energies productively. There 
are millions whose creativity and potential skills cannot be tapped on, because they are too busy worrying about their next meal. 
People who aren’t below poverty line wouldn’t necessarily stop working as well, as they would want to supplement their incomes 
to live a lifestyle that surpasses basic necessities. Besides collecting more data from trials, some other pressing questions that 
need to be addressed are the sources for funding UBI and its accommodation in new taxation policies. 

A good place to start for solutions to the second problem is the World Happiness Report 2017 published by UN SDSN. The top 7 
countries are Norway, Denmark, Iceland, Switzerland, Finland and Netherlands respectively. Looking to the Scandinavian coun-
tries for improvisation on our current economic models may be a good idea as they have successfully combined capitalism with 
socialism in what is called as the ‘Nordic Model’. As far as sustainability goes, various suggestions have been put forth in a White 
Paper released by Gore and Blood titled “Sustainable Capitalism.” It includes - integrated reporting, which would give more com-
prehensive insights into companies’ workings; ending the issuing of quarterly earnings, which would allow space for long-term 
goals to be realized; and aligning compensation schemes with long-term sustainable performance, which would hold corporate 
executives accountable for the long term effects of their undertakings. This paper highlights how profits need not be compro-
mised for sustainability. 

Sustainable capitalism requires efforts from each individual. A massive change in perspective is needed to diminish consumerism 
amongst masses. This cannot happen overnight, but rampant consumerism as is seen today, started only from the 1800s around 
the time of industrial revolution. This can be done widely through mass media. The exact same means used to popularize savage 
consumerism can be used to shift focus to more sustainable and functional consumerism.  If we are to continue as a species, 
peace lies in living luxuries that we know our great grandchildren can enjoy too. Let us not forget that the whole point of invent-
ing currencies and markets was to provide convenience, and not overrule our existence.

How To Drop Out Of Capitalism -Darshini Malukar
(T.Y.B.Sc.)
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 Think of railway stations in Mumbai like Churchgate, Vile Parle or even Borivali. In retrospect, 
picture them in all their glory one year ago, and imagine them now after having undergone 
the beautification initiative. A stark difference is tangible in their appearance. You’ve un-
doubtedly walked by the walls of these stations and there certainly have been times when 
you couldn’t help but gawk at the graffiti art all over these walls. An estimate declared that 
around 25,000 volunteers aided in transforming the sombre and grimy walls of these sta-
tions to embellish them with iridescent and exquisite artwork in the form of graffiti. This 
transformation truly has served as a succulent feast for the eyes!

       Graffiti as a concept has been in existence since time immemorial before any form of 
language and discourse were in handy. To believe the sources, the Greek, the Romans, and 
the Egyptians in antiquity undeniably made use of graffiti. Also, to look closer back home, 
Warli style graffiti was and is still considered an art form today in Maharashtra, India where 
it is practiced. In addition to just being art, graffiti could hold underlying cryptic meanings 
through artistic expressions to be interpreted as well. When misinterpreted, these meanings 
oftentimes lead to controversies. England based renowned graffiti artist Banksy is not un-
known to many. Banksy’s art entailing political and social comments is featured everywhere 
and is highly appreciated for the messages it bears.

                    Albeit the word ‘Graffiti’ popularly denotes illicit public display of artwork scrib-
bled, scratched, and painted on walls and parapets, it has grown to incite interest of the 
contemporary youth which rightfully associates it with the exhibition of art, skill, and talent 
by artists. Today, graffiti is a speedily growing art form. Graffiti art need not always be illegal 
and castigated. Modern and budding artists worldwide often take to spray-painting graffiti 
art and what needs urgent vindication is the fact that this form of artwork is completely in-
nocuous in opposition to how it’s perceived to be detrimental by many. It’s an unfortunate 
fact that practicing graffiti in some places 

could get an individual into trouble and burden them with charges of vandalism and even 
violation of property. What one ought to understand duly is that art, any kind, cannot im-
pale or incapacitate anyone. On the contrary, graffiti is a visual experience for anyone who 
is willing to glance at it.  
                
                  Conclusory, the concept of graffiti shouldn’t be chided upon and compartmental-
ized as being illegal and unlawful. As it’s rightly said, there’s no wrong answer in art, there’s 
only a wrong audience for a piece of art. Akin to all the other forms of art which have sur-
vived over time, graffiti rightfully serves as an indicator of art.

Speak Softly, But Carry A Big Can Of Paint.

-Gauri S. Sawant
(T.Y.B.A. Literature)
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Freedom to Imagine

-Prushni Joshi
(T.Y.B.MM.)

Read and understand, underline if you must, then watch and learn 
how it’s supposed to be done.
We have been exposed to watching from the moment we open our eyes. Reading entered our lives much later. Imitate 
and learn has been a standard practice because the ability to watch doesn’t require a separate set of skills. We simply 
adopt whatever we see as right and speak in muffled tones when something is deemed as wrong. As we grow, we are 
taught how to understand, imagine and incorporate it correctly. Reading is one such unique activity that helps an indi-
vidual to understand and appreciate the growth within oneself in a better manner.

A book stays with you because you learn something unique every time you read it. Often, the characters make you em-
pathize with them in a way that reality can’t. This element of pausing and introspecting between two sentences to un-
derstand beyond the lines is a profound factor in choosing reading over watching. One may say that reading demands 
time and patience over a movie which ends in a couple of hours. Agreed, but isn’t something that we come to love better 
if it lasts longer, so much that we don’t want it to end?  That’s the power of reading a book!

However, today, our lives have taken such a turn that we are introduced first to ‘watching’ and rather than reading. In 
this age, toddlers are smart enough to comprehend the usage of smartphones. Watching movies, videos and cartoons 
have become more portable due to various alternative applications. Let’s not forget how Smart TVs have made watching 
easier to access the latest series on Netflix and oth er similar platforms. This has clearly pushed our novels and reading 
habits away to rest on shelves. But have we bothered to notice that this, indeed isn’t something that is helping us grow? 

While reading a piece of work, the author’s ideas can enable us to fabricate our own unique imagination. On the con-
trary, watching a movie entails us to being spoon fed by the director’s product of imagination. A book has the ability to 
take you on the journey of the characters’ stories. Your imagination is absolutely in your control. Its comprehension and 
interpretation are crafted through reading. We learn how to accept new and simpler ways to grasp the trends but, in this 
process, we have failed to look out for what is best for us.

Films are art. It takes perseverance, passion, and commitment to creating one. It is a source of entertainment and infor-
mation that today’s society consumes. In India, almost everybody loves watching a movie since it is easily accessible and 
affordable. Similarly, inexpensive books are available in multiple languages which can be borrowed, read and re-read 
several times.
 
All things considered, the idea of reading books, newspapers, magazines, blogs, etc. is to absorb what is said by the writ-
er in order to decide for oneself if it agreeable or not. While watching a film, a video, a news telecast, or a documentary, 
may give you the desired entertainment, information or both but does it hone your skills in the same manner that your 
reading habit does?
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Literature -Ashni Shah
(S.Y.B.A.)
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Articles

What is Mithibai known for? Its amazing faculty? Yes! Its infrastructure? Yes! Its canteen? Ummm... Duh! But most importantly, its 
drama team. While some colleges might have a degree to offer in dramatics, students of Mithibai don’t really need a degree to prove 
their theatrical talent.
Over the past five years, the drama team has moulded me into a theatre lover. Although I had not watched a single play before 
joining Mithibai, I am now looking forward to pursuing film and theatre full time. It’s not just me, most of the students in the drama 
team end up becoming theatre practitioners and filmmakers. 

A year ago I happened to attend a Junoon talk by Ramu Ramanathan - a renowned playwright. The session was called the A to Z of 
theatre in Bombay. He spoke about ‘I’ - intercollegiate theatre wherein he talked about the NM-Mithibai rivalry. It was then when I 
realized that he, too, was a gem churned out of Mithibai. Mithibai’s legacy remains untouched when it comes to winning laurels. But 
what makes the team special is the respect that we have for the platform.

Struggles of being in the drama team cannot go unseen. To create a masterpiece, we require a big venue only to merely accommo-
date the whole of drama team. However, the pulsating enthusiasm of the students keeps the drama team going even in an overpop-
ulated college like Mithibai. That’s not all, the drama team is a diverse place to be a part of. From JC to PG, students of all the years 
participate with equal excitement even though our college timings clash all the time. Not to mention the perpetual struggle of the 
kids to keep their attendance up to the mark. So we rehearse post college-hours. I’ve seen parents’ chests swell up in both anger 
and pride, because of the drama team. Despite all the restraints, students try to stay as original and as relevant as possible with the 
topics they choose to speak about. The team has its own ways of developing a process. Sometimes a play is built solely on the basis 
of improvisation. Sometimes the students make their own plays but most times the alumini come back to make a play because they 
simply can’t get enough. The team has its discipline in place, politics intact, and  hierarchy is maintained. Nothing can break the team 
dynamics. 

In the past five years, I’ve been a part of the 1992 bomb blasts, the future of technology, an adivasi community, a family of scav-
engers, Indian freedom struggle, the stone age and much more. This isn’t just a family in itself; the drama team has always tried to 
foster camaraderie with drama teams from other colleges, in order to promote a healthy competition. So the next time you see a 
team jumping in glee for another college’s victory, chances are, they’re students of the Mithibai Drama Team.! Here’s to many more 
years of theatre and MDT.

Keeping Theatre Alive
-Mati Rajput

(T.Y.B.A. Literature)

Romance is often termed and stereotyped as a genre strictly for girls. If you are a male who is found indulging in the genre of ro-
mance, you are catcalled for ‘girly’ and ‘soft-hearted’. But, if you are a female, don’t worry, you will not be constantly ridiculed for it, 
because it is expected out of you. Isn’t it?  Though labelled as a typical girl, with a narrow-mind, who awaits her knight in shining 
armour, to sweep her off her feet, for their happily ever after. There are many socially suppressed readers, who consciously or 
sub-consciously tend to hide the fact that they opt for romance over thrill and other possibly applauded genres from the society. 
This is to avoid the stigma that follows them, in the form of criticism, mockery, demeaning, or at the most isolation.

The Stigma Of  Romance -Aaghna Shah
(S.Y.B.A.)



121

Many find the genre to be predictable or too cheesy for their taste. Well that may be the case since many of them follow a certain 
storyline where the couple inevitably ends up together regardless of circumstances. This set plot pattern more often than not, 
invites the scorn of people. Even though majority of the romance genre was dominated by the predictability of its circumstances, 
there were quite a few novels in existence that deviated from the usual stereotype of the genre of romance. These novels left the 
readers hanging at the edge of the cliff or sobbing in tears. They either had a tragic ending where the fated lovers were ripped apart 
due to the unfairness of the world or it ended without a definite outcome leaving the readers free to use their imagination on the 
possible outcomes. 

That still does not fully wash away the unsaid stigma towards the genre of romance. There are still many people that are sceptical 
towards the genre. But what is most troublesome is when others look down on the people that indulge in the genre of romance. 
They make fun of them and tend to demean them for their choices. 
If this book gives them the sense of belonging, the feeling of love and sorrow, a sense of being alive then all the more reason for 
them to indulge in the genre of romance.

No matter what a person’s choice is, I do not see the issue of them genuinely enjoying something or even checking something out 
due to mere curiosity as long as it is not harming others. So what if they like cheesy predictable stories, there is no harm in reading 
them. There is no reason to look down upon their choices and tastes.

Undeniably, not all romance novels are good; some are downright horrible and even misogynistic. However, it would be thoughtless 
to generalize an entire genre based on the appalling writing by the authors of said novels. With the change of time also came the 
change of people’s mind-sets. We now have romance books that cast the female roles in a heroic light and males as a supporting 
character. We have strong female characters standing alongside with males. With the emergence of strong female characters for 
girls, it also has a positive impact on their lives.

That being said, I do not understand the reason behind this so-called stigma fully. Maybe they appeared because of the terrible and 
misogynistic books that were written, but that is no longer the case today. We have many more quality books that make a reader 
genuinely happy. There is no longer a reason for someone to be embarrassed about their interest in romance novels. So what if you 
like the predictable novels? So what if you are a male who enjoys a sweet and cheesy love story? Take pride in your choices. Regard-
less of what kind of novels you indulge in.

Literature

Oceans spreading across futile land.
The stretching line is not infinite.
Winds howling in forgotten claims.
Crisp laughter of the valley,
Engulfing the surrounding.
Resisting forces strengthening and failing,
On repeat.
Meandering through it all we lay.
Wearing and decaying.
Ashen and struck on the ground.
Seeping yet to another illusion,
Another time.
But the bellowing,
Only so remaining.

The Storm Hit
-Archita Thakuria 

(S.Y.B.A.)
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-Chinmayi Mestry 
(F.Y.B.Sc.)

-Anipra Karia
(S.Y.B.A.)
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-Roma Pandya
(F.Y.J.C)

A temple of knowledge -
Demanding reverence, 
The most beautiful creation of all.

Never perfect, 
Yet the epitome of perfection;
Mind-boggling in its enormity,
Humbling in its truth.

Complex to the last detail,
Yet simple in its design;
It deserves to be worshipped,
Not desecrated without a thought.

Awe-inspiring in its prowess,
The capabilities, the shortcomes,
It is sheer beauty of nature – 
Unfiltered and unrefined.

Doesn’t it strike as funny?
The insanity of it all?
Yet here we are,
Seeing, thinking, feeling, creating.

Untitled

We are lost in a daze,
Insecure of ourselves,
Giving importance to useless matters,
Uncomprehending in the vastness of it all.

How could we forget this?
How can we ignore this?
How can we undermine 
The biggest weapon of ours?

While losing ourselves
In trivialities and doing what’s right,
We forgot to test the limits,
Forgot to utilise our greatest asset.

My dear, while worrying about 
Others and material happiness,
How did we fail to consider
The wonder that is the human body?
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‘she had transmitted her delusion into an illusion making her unable to cater to imperfec-
tions. The walls of her fantasy appeared to bleached (white) and faded. Far away from the 
liveliness of the reality, blinded by flawless notions, she didn’t realize she had been wrecked 
from the start’ - Kalopsia

Have you ever wondered how do people fall in love? Or the reason behind people withering due 
to being blinded by something? Two of the strongest emotions, one that lifts you up and one that 
breaks you, in the literal sense cannot be justified. But this word, ‘kalopsia’ has created an unsettling 
feeling in me ever since I stumbled upon it on Pinterest (yes! that’s where I found it). Kalopsia is de-
fined as a delusion that makes you look at things more beautifully than they actually are. Derived 
from the ancient Greek words, kalos which means ‘beauty’ and opsis which means ‘view’, kalopsia 
first hit me when it was called a delusion. How can it be a delusion when you start to see things more 
beautifully, things in their prettiest form? At the same time, it makes me wonder if this is the reason 
greed shapes up, the reason behind someone’s downfall, so blinded by that bewitching thing that it 
cuts right through your resolve. But what if having kalopsia can make you look at things in its most 
radiant forms, can give you a new approach towards life, can make you appreciate things in its sim-
plest and unadulterated forms.

It is more spiraling when it makes me question my love for others. Can it be possible somewhere 
that you fall in love blinded by the beauty there is? Neglecting the battle scars and the triumph that 
the person has sailed through? However deep the feeling is, can it be only because of the vividness 
of the star? Then it truly is a delusion. The fact is that this word muddles you up so much so that it 
makes you question the way you look at things in your daily life. Do you pick up things or mingle 
with people because of their attractiveness, so much that you are dazzled by it, or because you truly 
need the former and want to know the latter?
Looking at it through another way, I think there are times when people fall in love overlooking their 
partner’s flaws. So, the word does not only revolve around the negative aspects but it denotes that 
humans have a tendency to ignore the bad and only see the good. 

You love and accept people because of who they are. 
So, next time if you wonder, “how are they together?”, remember that you don’t see what they see. 
You are definitely not on the other side of the fence. It isn’t incomprehensible that sometimes you 
ignore the beauty behind the madness. 

Psychologically, the word hops to another level because of its link to hallucinations. Kalopsia is used 
to express the aesthetic overrating of sensory, illusory and hallucinatory phenomena, in the sense 
that these are seen as beautiful, friendly or comforting. As indicated by the German-American bi-
ological psychologist and philosopher Heinrich Kluver, “the geometric hallucinations occurring in 
the context of mescaline intoxication tend to be quite indiscriminately described as beautiful.” It is 
this kind of positive valuation which is known to be kalopsia wherein the mescaline intoxication is 
known for its hallucinogenic effects compared to those of LSD (Lysergic Acid Diethylamide) and Psi-
locybin. In other words, the illusions formed due to taking of drugs are quite beautiful and positive 
in nature.

To sum it off, kalopsia is “finding yourself enthralled but, ultimately, lost within what’s really an illu-
sion.”
I hope this word rattles you just as much as it does to me because what is the meaning of such words 
if they don’t question your daily life?

Articles

Beauty Behind The Madness
-Dhviti Vora

(S.Y.B.A.)
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Chaquefois que jepense à mon passé, plutôt que de froncer les sourcils, je souris juste. Pourquoi 
est-ce que je le fais? Ils n’étaient pas seulement des souvenirs complètement heureux à l’époque ... 
ils étaient un mélange complet de bonheur, de tristesse, de tension, de dépression, d’agressivité, de 
problèmes et de solutions, et de solutions à ces problèmes et à toutes les autres émotions.

Les hauts et les bas font partie de la vie d’une personne, alors il faut parfois faire face aux obstacles 
qui les attendent. Nous pourrions arriver à connaîtr enotre fin et nous connaissons notre début, 
mais connaissons-nous notre voyage vers cette destination? Ilsdisent que “Personne ne sait ce qui 
se passe demain”, mais n’est-ce pas chaque fois, chaque minute, chaque seconde que nous vivons 
c’est le Présent, hier  c’est le passé et sur le point d’expérimenter c’est le Futur? Les expériences et 
les connaissances que nous tirons du voyage que nous traversons nous aident à grandir, à nous 
aider dans des situations variées et à aider les autres. Beaucoup de gens m’ont aidéet j’ai essayé 
d’aider quelques personnes autant que possible. “La vie est une expérience sans fin et un beau par-
cours d’apprentissage, de gain, de sentiment et d’expérience de toutes les connaissances qu’elle 
nous donne” estce que je crois. L’apprentissage commence toujours du jour où nous sommes nés 
jusqu’au jour où nous mourons et même après notre mort. En bref, c’est un cycle sans fin.

Mais…. J’en suisvenu à connaître un tour de magie à tous mes problèmes <<LA MAGIE DU SOURI-
RE>>. Je sais, je sais, le mot “magie” semble extrêmement puéril mais je ne pense pas avoir de 
meilleur mot que de magie pour exprimer à quel point cette magie est magique et miraculeuse. 
Cette magie m’a été enseignée par ma famille et biensûr ... comme un petit morveux rebellé et 
peu coopératif, jamais je n’ai cru complètement à cette magie jusqu’àce que, le temps me le fasse 
croire. Tout comme d’autres familles normales, nous avons affronté nos propres hauts et bas mais ... 
la seule chose que nous avons faite était de vivre normalement même pendant notre pire temps et 
notre marée, de nous adapter aux situations et aux environnements et de travailler dur pour vaincre 
le tout. Les problèmes que nous avons rencontrés, même lorsque nous sommes entrés en contact 
avec certains fléaux. Ce comportement est à peu près normal pour nous et oui, pour ne pas oublier 
de mentionner, jamais nous n’avons paniqué ou nous sommes déprimés ou frustrés par notre sit-
uation pas si bonne, et nous étions assez forts pour avoir le courage de faire face affronter les pires 
résultats possibles.

Le fait c’est que cette magie fonctionne réellement au-delà de toutes mes attentes chaque fois que 
je l’utiliserais. En réalité! Cette magie peut dépasser les imaginations les plus folles. Cette magie 
détient vraiment unegrande puissance et son impact est absolument magique. Même maintenant, 
quand j’utilise toujours cette magie, je me rappelle toujours comment ce <<Magie Du Sourire>> 
est vraiment louable et comment il peut sauver tant de vies et changer autant de cœurs partout 
dans le monde. Donc, je veux sauver autant de vies, changer autant de coeurs que je peux, même 
si ce n’est que quelques personnes ... et je veux aussi répandre cette magie à autant de personnes 
que possible, afin que même elles puissent utiliser cette magie et épargner, changer et s’étendre à 
autant de personnesqu’elles le peuvent et c’est ainsi qu’une chaîne commencera à se développer ... 
comme un cycle sans fin de la vie et bientôt cette magie vaunir tous les cœurs en tant qu’un – est 
ce que jecrois et je n’arrêterai jamais de croire en elle ... même quand les gens disent que c’est juste 
un fantasme d’enfant.

Alors maintenant, quand je pense à une réponse à la question que j’ai mentionnée plus tôt, je sup-
pose que je n’ai plus besoin de le dire, parce que ... haha! Tu le sais.

<<Quand je regarderais mon Passé, un Sourire devrai toujours se répandre sur mon visage rapide-
ment, ne laissant pas passer une seule seconde. >>

Regardons En Arrière Aux Années 

Qui Ont Passé Avec Le Sourire -Nidhi S. Masalia
(F.Y.B.A.)
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Literature

The worst has happened. Yes, people in distress say this often. Oh, not to worry. I too have said it. But here 
I am casually starting a topic which seems unrelated at this time, and my mind wanders on when I think 
of those words. Has the worst really happened? I am not dying, for firsts. Nor are my parents, or family, or 
friends. The world is not under an alien attack, at least not for now. The world is still functioning despite 
the continuing environmental damage. 

What is it that we mean when we say, the worst has happened?
Maybe because this is how we have been living for quite some time now. Whenever under distress, for 
reasons of  having been treated unfairly, there has been so much of hue and cry, so much white noise that 
it seems we may have actually lost faith and belief in simpler things like the fact that little moments matter 
and that believing in second chances, too matter. 

So at the end of the day, we end up saying the worst has happened. 
Maybe for us, in our individual lives and in our personal spaces, the worst has truly happened. For some-
one, the worst could be unable to get a job again, despite having the required calibre. For one teenager, 
it may be love issues or difficulty in classes, and that for them is the worst happening. At the same time, 
for some, it may actually be that the worst has happened. A parent losing a child, an individual getting a 
chronic sickness or it could always be alien attacks. These are my thoughts as to what it might mean for 
the worst happening and can be entirely different for another person. Bringing us back to square one that 
for people saying those words, for them the worst has happened. 

Groaning as my serious thought process runs high past midnight, I wake up from my warm bed to fetch 
water (nice going with the sleep more schedule, the adult part of me comes alive). Gulping down the cool 
water, I stare into the darkness. (yes, obviously thinking again) 

I am not condemning others situations because I understand the worst happening is subjective and each 
one of us has our own battles to brave. But perhaps, we could, or at least I could try to use those words 
less. And maybe, just maybe, by doing so I can make more of a moment and enjoy each little moment; 
that fight over the last bite of a snack, that unexpected rainfall or weather turn-out, that beaming and in-
fectious laughter over the silly joke cracked, the innumerable times of stifling a laughter during a serious 
class. 

A smile forms at the corners of my mouth churning in from my deepest gut (of course you have to bring 
in the yucky gut in this, the child in me protests.)

I guess we are all in search for the perfect moment, place and people to turn up. And we want that per-
fect moment, place and person to stay, paused and eternal. The perfect moment could also be the most 
flawed moment. For in our flawed moment, we are vulnerable and exposed, and we push ourselves past 
it. However, it is that flawed moment which reveals to us that we are capable. Don’t miss them, even if it 
seems like we have lost in those moments. 

I go back to my room and turn on the small lamp to pull out a notebook where I often jot down things 
and write in the best handwriting I can manage Fight, with all your courage and smile, with all your spirits. 
I fall asleep to dream about my usual superhero self-fighting aliens. 

Midnight Churnings
-Archita Thakuria

(S.Y.B.A.)
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To the places he had never actually visited, 
However had an idea of what they looked like, 
He had read about them in those story books, 
Or wandered around in his imagination. 

Those lanes were wider or narrower, 
There was just as much dust as he’d imagined 
That place has been a home for pollution,
Where they knit their baskets 

That’s how intricate the lanes were,
Usual yet peculiar. 
There’s a face that’s flashed in front of him, 
Recognized me? I’m just another stranger! 

And while he was Galavanting, 
He stumbled across the setting sun. 
Just another beauty, 
The sky was high as hell!

Peach, violet, pink,
 were all showing their best shades. 
The Sun waved a last good bye, 
While the colours made love with the sky. 

As the night duty begun, 
The sea reflected the sky or vice versa. 
Ships, the island, the buoy, 
Switched all their stars on

Lights that have been a part of the sea
Came out of their invisibility cloaks 
They shined, they twinkled, reflected back 
The breeze went around tickling each one 

he filled his lungs with enough air, 
He floated along with the wind. 
Went back to his ordinary life, 
Chanting politically incorrect statements.

What The Layman Encounters
-Mati Rajput

(T.Y.B.A. Literature)
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Untitled -Pujal Shah
(F.Y.B.A.)
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Article -Priyanka S. Gawde
(F.Y.J.C.)
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-Khyatee Mehta
(F.Y.J.C.)

Art
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-Rati Sinha (F.Y.J.C.)

-Durga Thackeray
                            (T.Y.B.MM.) 

-Rifat Syed 
 (T.Y.B.A. Lit.)
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Committees  And  Associations

Cultural Committee 

The Cultural Committee is one of the highlights of Mithibai College and year after year its reputation 
only gets better. Mithibai was titled the overall campion with the third position at the 49th youth 
Festival organised by the University of Mumbai. At the 50th Youth Festival, Mithibai College continues 
to win several events. 

In the Final Round, Mithibai swept away many awards including 1st prize in Western solo, 2nd prize in 
Indian Classical Instrumental (Non-Percussion) and Storytelling, 3rd prize in Light Vocals and Western 
Instrumental and consolation prize in Indian Classical Instrumental (Percussion), Natyasangeet, Instal-
lation, Collage, Folk Orchestra, Cartooning and Clay Modelling.

One of the more popular among the Performing arts  teams is the Mithibai Drama Team, Or MDT as 
they call it. At the prestigious festival hosted by Indian People Theatre Association (IPTA), the team 
was awarded with Best Director, Best Actress and Best production. At Mood indigo,  Asia’s Biggest 
Cultural Festival organised by IIT Bombay, the team took away the 1st Prize in ‘The Chosen One’ (Mono 
Acting), One Act  play and Improv comedy. 

The SVKM trophies must remain in the family itself, and with this intent, Mithibai takes special effort 
to crack Narsee Monjee College’s festival Umang and the UPG college festival, Aahan. This year Umang  
was held from the 14th to the 17th of August and Mithibai took away many awards including the first 
prize in Fashion show, Generation x (EDM Band), Street dance, Contemporary dance, the holy trinity 
(Drama Event), Throwball, Gamers arena, Deli belly (Management event), Seize it (Photography), Mis-
cellaneous mix. We also won the second Prize in Umang’s next top model, Umang filmmaker, Hand-
ball, Bollywood dance  and Third Prize in The Evil Eye (Drama) and Fusion dance. At Aahan Mithibai 
achieved the title of the ‘Best contingent’ after winning  in more than 26 events. 
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Mithibai College often leaves its campus to visit other colleges festivals like In HR College, and  wins many awards 
in the Performing Arts Events namely, 1st Prize in Western  Dance with spectacular choreography and Solo Instru-
mental, and 3rd Prize in Solo Dance. 

Mithibai College also excelled in Fine Arts Events and Literary Arts Events. At HR College, they won the 1st Prize in 
Doodling and Watercolor, 2nd Prize in Poetry Slam, 3rd Prize in T-shirt Painting and in Word Game. At Mood indigo, 
they took away the 1st Prize in ‘Speak Up’ (English Debate).

This year at Kiran, by KC College Mithibai college won the  2nd Best contingent and took away the Departmental 
trophy for Literary Arts along with many other trophies. At Shout 2017, Jai Hind College’s festival, Mithibai College 
won the award for the 2nd best contingent along with the 1ST Runner Up Trophy and Fine Arts Departmental 
Trophy.

Eman Choudhury, a 19 year old student, from SYBA was crowned with the title of Golden Girl  for the 15th In-
ter-State Youth Festival , an event organised by Vasantrao Krushi Vidyapeeth, Parbhani. She participated in 6 com-
petitions and achieved prizes in each and everyone of them. She has not only achieved a new record for herself, but 
also the reinstated the college’s position as a leader in cultural events. The Cultural Committee of Mithibai actively 
works behind the college’s Annual Day celebrations where they worked as a team, combining the strengths of 
individual members to achieve the common goal of putting up a great show! 
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Counselling Services and Activities for Mithibai 

College (2017-18)

Since the last five years, Mithibai College has been proudly carrying out Counselling services for the teaching and non-teaching 
fraternity. Counselling services are silent features that help improve a concerned individuals’ performance in different spheres of 
life. It helps them boost their self-worth.

A student can often face issues like difficulty in selection of subjects, education or career. Other issues range from learning difficul-
ties, molestation or suicidal tendencies, to personal issues like family problems, parents or having difficulty in interpersonal rela-
tionships. To help deal with them, the counselor provides Orientation and Motivation sessions, Individual Counselling Sessions, and 
various Workshops for the students. The counselor renders services in different areas such as Unfair Means Committee, Attendance 
Defaulters.

In the year 2017, a new initiative known as “Student Support BUDDY Group” was initiated by the College Counsellor, Mrs. Karuna 
Jaggi. The main goal of the program was to assist students in need of their fellow peers. The appointed ‘Buddies’ worked under 
the professional guidance to ensure the success of this goal. Often, students who face problems like loneliness, lack of friends, or 
difficulty in engaging with the social culture of college are not openly able to discuss it with the counselor. Through encourage-
ment and moral support, the Buddy helps them be part of the mainstream crowd. If the situation demands it, these students can 
be referred to the counselor. In the short span that this program has been active, it has already achieved many goals of spreading 
the awareness of this program throughout the college and breaking through to students by giving them the required assistance.

Counsellor’s work schedule:
Mrs. Karuna Jaggi (Counsellor)

BNCP, Room no. 213
Phone: 022- 42331410
0930 to 1630 hrs
Monday to Saturday (1st&3rd  Saturday)
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Commerce Association

Entrepreneurship Fair, 2018 was initiated and organized by Reclamo in association with the Department of Commerce on 1st Feb-
ruary, 2018 and extended till 6th of February, 2018 in the admission area, Mithibai College. The Entrepreneurship fair was organized 
to polish the knowledge of business concepts gained by the participants and also to spread entrepreneurship awareness to the 
student community of the college and their families and indirectly to the public at large.The respected principal of the College Dr. 
Rajpal Shripat Hande inaugurated the event in the presence of the faculty of the Commerce department.
 
It was a huge success and highly appreciated and well patronized by the buyers. There were 19 groups of student entrepreneurs, 
each with their innovative business names such as Chocolate Stock Exchange, Caseopedia, Sydelicious, Pop Tastes, Online Wishlist, 
Creative Creations, Food Station, Dhanvantri, Cherry Blast, IQ Corner, We Try Until We Die, Tummy Treats, PNP Nails, Artistic Much, 
Around the Beads, Plate Time, Box Of Ornaments and Chaat Chaska well displayed on their stalls selling a wide variety of items 
based on their skills, interests and hobbies.The items displayed and sold during this fair include handmade chocolates, accessories 
like handmade jewellery and readymade jewellery and utility items like eco-friendly pen stands, baskets and photo frames made of 
paper. Homemade cuisine and on the spot nail art services fascinated a lot of individuals and the nail art stall had maximum footfalls 
with appointments lined up for the next day of the fair.Students had the benefit of hands on experiential learning of actual market 
situation, crowd handling, order taking and execution, billing, dealing with cash, maintaining accounts, marketing and promotions. 
The students did an excellent job in handling the customers and managing their stalls in a professional manner.
 
The Principal Dr. Rajpal Shripat Hande was impressed with the students’ skills and encouraged the student entrepreneurs with his 
kind words of encouragement. Several staff members, parents and students patronised the stalls.

Commerce Association – Junior College
 
Commerce Association organised a programme on guidance and career avenues for commerce students 
of S.Y.J.C on 25th July 2017.The speaker was Prof. Binal Gandhi and a large number of students benefitted 
by understanding the career opportunities available after junior college.
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DLLE

Activities from June 2017 and January 2018
The total number of students enrolled for the above academic year were 704. The students were segregated as per the faculty be-
low: B.Sc. : 48, Unaided : 25, B.A. : 93, B.Com. : 217 and the total number was 383.

The First Term Training Programme for extension work was organized by the Department of Lifelong Learning and Extension, Uni-
versity of Mumbai on Friday, 18th August 2017 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at Patkar College, Goregaon (West). One student man-
ager per faculty attended the training.

The teachers who attended the training were Dr. Sunita Maral and Mr. Gaurav Uttekar (Commerce Faculty), Dr. Vaishnavi More (Sci-
ence Faculty), Ms. Mittal Chauhan (Arts Faculty) and Mr. Vinay Jadhav (Self Finance Courses).

A separate orientation for DLLE Commerce and Self Finance Courses’ students was organized on Monday, 21st August 2017 at 
10:40a.m. 

DLLE unit also organized a talk on ‘Consumer Awareness and Financial Literacy’ by Consumer Guidance Society of India on Tues-
day, 22nd August, 2017 in Juhu Jagruti Auditorium at 10:00 a.m.
 
An orientation for DLLE Arts and Science students was organized on Friday, 1st September, 2017 at 10:40 a.m.

The Second Term Training Programme for extension was organized by Department of Lifelong Learning Extension, University of 
Mumbai on Wednesday, 6th December, 2017 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at St. Francis Institute of Management and Research, 
Borivali (west).

One student manager per faculty attended the training. The teachers who had attended the training were Dr. Vidya Premkumar, Dr. 
Dipesh Upadhyay and Mr. Vinay Jadhav.

DLLE Career Fair was organized on 9th, 10th and 11th January 2018 in the college admission area. Total 152 career options were 
displayed over the three days. From Commerce 101, Arts 14, Science 25 and Self Finance Courses 12 students participated in the 
career fair. The fair was attended by numerous students, teachers and parents. 
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Film Society

Degree College

Junior College
The Film Society of junior College  screened critically acclaimed, thought provoking movies across different genres throughout this 
academic year. The aim was to expose students to good cinema that aided reflective thinking. One such screening was A Beautiful 
Mind on 26th July 2017. This story dealt with mathematician and a Nobel prize winner John Nash’s tryst with schizophrenia. This 
movie has a deep, powerful and touching message on love, perseverance and relentlessness.

On 2nd August 2017, they screened Into the Wild, a self-awakening journey of a man and his travels across the Alaskan wilderness 
that leaves one wondering about the true meaning of happiness and satisfaction. On 27th November 2017, they screened a Paki-
stani film - Khuda ke liye which spoke about fundamentalism, clarified misunderstandings. The students participated in engaging 
discussions and wrote reviews which helped meet the aim of the Film society. 

Mr. Taran Bajaj addresses the audience

Mr. and Mrs. Iyer which was screened at the Film Society Meet on 15th September 2017,  held a strong takeaway message on 
circumstantial friendship for the students. A technical session with a renowned casting director Mr. Taran Bajaj was held on 15th 
September, 2017 who gave insights into the areas of managing casting actors for a specific role. He arranged interviews and au-
ditions for some of the shortlisted film society members for an upcoming project and15 students from the college acted in Ritesh 
Batra’s upcoming film. 

On 29th September 2017, the Film Society arranged an interactive session on Story Making and practical aspects on film making 
conducted by film maker Parlav Chaudhary who has national and international experience. He gave suggestions to the stories 
that the students came up with. On 19th of December 2017, a lecture was held by Ms. Ganga Mukhi from Children’s Film Academy 
who taught the students the practical aspects of film making and also elaborated on the language of films. She also spoke about 
the International Program on Film Making in association with CFA for which further information is available on www.childrensfil-
macademy.in.  

A Marathi movie titled Ti Sadhya Kay Karte starring Abhinay Berde, alumni of our college was screened on 11 December, 2017. An 
Interactive seminar on The Art of Film Making was arranged on 5th January 2018. The chief guest was an independent film maker 
and musician Mr. Karikey Sehgal. 

           Due to its success, the Festival of Shorts was organized again on 22nd February, 2018 where Nine National as well as Interna-
tional short films were screened. Ad film maker Priyanka Ghose and other cast and crew members of the films had come including 
Filmfare Award Winner Raj Arjun (who won Best Supporting Actor Male for Secret Superstar in 2017).

        Film Society paid tribute to Sridevi by screening the best scenes from her movies, on 1st of March 2018. The event was covered 
in an article published on 3rd March 2018 in Bombay Times. Members of the committee visited the sets of a TV series ‘Azad’ which 
will be telecast on Star Bharat from the end of March 2018. Six students got the opportunity to work as Assistant Directors on the 
set for a day. 

 In association with Cinema of The World, Film society orga-
nized the Festival of Shorts on 07th August, 2017. The chief 
guests were the veteran actor and comedian, Mr. Atul Srivas-
tava, and Mr. Adhiraj Bose, director of the short film “INT. Café 
- Night”, featuring Naseeruddin Shah. The second event orga-
nized was a session on Film Appreciation on 7th September, 
2017. Dr. Neena Nair, Associate Professor from Walia College 
conducted it. A screening of the film Hugo, a cinematic mas-
terpiece directed by Martin Scorsese opened the session. Dr. 
Nair stressed upon the importance of looking at a movie from 
various perspectives.
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Gymkhana
Degree College

Prachi Shembekar won a gold medal at the University of Mumbai 
Intercollegiate Yoga Championship. She also represented the col-
lege at the All India Interuniversity Yoga Championship. Shantanu 
Sagar won a Gold Medal at the Senior District Takewondo Cham-
pionship and won the Bronze Medal at the State Championship.

Vatsin Thaker was selected to represent the University of Mum-
bai at the West Zone Tennis Tournament.  He also won two Silver 
Medals at the West Zone and All India Inter University Inter Zonal 
Tennis Tournament. Pushti  Manek won the Silver Medal at the 
District Level in WUSHU.Nasha   Pithawal won a Gold and a Silver 
Medal at the District Level Skating Championship.  She also won 
3 Gold Medals at the State Level Skating Championship.  She was 
selected for the All India National Skating Championship.

Tejas  Rajaputhran won the Silver Medal at the Unversity of Mum-
bai Intercollegiate Powerlifting Competition.Mithibai college 
hosted the University of Mumbai Inter College Tennis tournament 
for men and women, 2017 – 2018.

Winners at the Intercollegiate Tennis Tournament

Ms. Naasha Pithwalla
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Degree College Junior College

LAWN TENNIS: Ariana Dharmadhikani  participated  in the D.S.O. State Level Lawn 
Tennis Tournament held at Washim.

ROLL BALL: Labdhi Pipariya participated in the D.S.O. National Level Roll Ball Tour-
nament and won  the Gold Medal.

RIFLE SHOOTING: Darshan Lohima won the Silver Medal in D.S.O. Division Level and  
was selected for D.S.O. State Level Tournament and participated in the Federation 
National Level Tournament held in Kerala.

THROWBALL: Sanath Khatri was selected for Throwball Association State Level 
Tournament.

BASEBALL: Spoondon Mukharji was selected for Baseball Association State Tour-
nament.

KARATE:Janmesh Vora won the Gold Medal in State Level Championship  at the 4th 
United Cup 2017.

ATHLETICS: Ankita Nadkarni won Gold Medal in 3000 mtrs walk in D. S.O. Division 
Level Tournament and was selected for D.S.O. State Level Tournament.

Riya Pradhan won Gold Medal in 1500mtrs, 800mtrs run in D.S.O.Division Level 
Tournament and was selected for D.S.O. State Level Tournament.

SQUASH: Navmi Sharma won the Bronze Medal for India at the 24th Asian Junior 
Individual Championship at Jordan and Won the 1st position at the 6th Sunil Verma 
Memorial JSW Junior squash championship at Vasind.
 

Mithibai Junior College Rollball Winner Team

Labdhi Pripariya Maharashtra 
Captain Maharastra Rollball Team
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Science Association

Junior College

Science Quiz
A Science Quiz for the FYJC Science students was organized by 
the Science Association on Monday, 4th September 2017.  The 
students were divided into 37 groups consisting of 3 individu-
als each. In all 111 students participated with great enthusiasm. 
Three teams were declared winners. The event was graced by our 
Principal Dr. Rajpal Shripat Hande, Dr. Harini Chouta and the Sci-
ence Association members.

Vigyaan Pradarshan
Vigyaan, the Science fest was held on November 30, 2017, at 
Thakur College of Science and Commerce. 12 FYJC students of 
Mithibai College attended the fest. They participated in three 
events: the working model (Drone); the non-working model (Tid-
al energy) and Poster Making (Water Conservation).
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Hiking And Mountaineering Society
Report of Hikes Undertaken (2017-18)
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Internal Complaints Committee (ICC)

The Internal Complaints Committee (erstwhile Women development cell) of Mithibai College, in col-
laboration with Majlis and University Women Development Cell had organized an intra-collegiate 
competition under the banner of Expression on the topic of ‘consent’.  The event took place on the 
12th January, 2018 at the Seminar Hall of Mithibai College. 45 students participated and over 72 stu-
dents attended the event. A category of participants expressed verbally by means of poetry, speech-
es, slogan and skit; the other included those expressing in a non-verbal form i.e. through a poster 
making competition. Aditi Thakkar, the coordinator on behalf of Majlis along with an intern Ramya, 
Adv. Naushin Yusuf, a lawyer by profession and Programme Manager of Training Unit of Majlis and 
Dr. Sanobar Hussaini, Department of English of Mithibai College were the judges. Ms. Swati Jha from 
University Women Development Cell was present. Majlis is a voluntary organization established with 
the aim of combating social evils like Domestic Violence and Sexual Harassment towards women and 
children. Moreover, the organization provides education to children and training programmes to stu-
dents in colleges, to police forces, to lawyers and to other civil employees. The event was coordinated 
by Dr. Khevana Desai, member of ICC, Mithibai College. 

The judges appreciated their whole-hearted participation and sincere efforts. The speeches, slogans, 
poetries, skits and the posters portrayed their awareness and concerns pertaining to the problems 
associated with the informed consent and the politics of ‘silence’ associated with it across caste, gen-
der, age and region. They expressed their ideas on ‘what is yes and what is no’ especially in cases of 
violence and sexual abuse. Each presentation was followed by a Q&A round.  

Ms. Swati, in her speech effectively emphasized on the inclusion of homosexuals in matters of consent 
and explained how the right to consent is not gender specific. Ms. Naushin, through her powerful 
and well-informed presentation, brought forth the underlying parity between sexual violence and 
domestic violence. The students, teachers and the judges discussed real-life incidents, cases and the 
court verdicts. Besides, the lawyer highlighted the issue of passive submission and the challenges that 
arise due to its interpretation. Ms. Aditi Thakkar, as the coordinator, distributed prizes to the winners 
based on their participation in the categories of verbal and non-verbal expressions, respectively.

Women Development Cell – Junior College
 
Women Development Cell conducted a programme on ‘Women Empowerment’ on 18 January 2018.
Twenty participants from Junior college expressed their views on the above topic and the partici-
pants were given certificate of appreciation.

Judges and audience watching the presentations
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Institutional Social Responsibility (ISR)

To further the cause of welfare of the society and to create a broader outlook amongst people, the college has set up the Institution-
al Social Responsibility committee.  This committee works towards cultivating social responsibility in students and staff members, 
and is dedicated to social causes. The two major events under the ISR were the Joy of Giving Week and the NGO Bazaar.

Joy Of Giving 
The Joy of Giving Week is the flagship event of Mithibai College’s Institutional Social Responsibility Committee. This annual dona-
tion drive has been taking place for the fourth consecutive year at Mithibai College. The aim with which the event is organized, is to 
inculcate a sense of generosity and compassion among the students. Over the span of a week, various items were donated by the 
entire college, including the students and the teaching and the non teaching staff. 
The Joy of Giving week was held from 18th to 25th August, 2017, and  was inaugurated by the Principal, Dr Rajpal Shripat Hande.  
A large number of clothing items were collected on the first day itself, inclusive of clothing for women, children, men and old age 
homes. Various non-perishable food items, textbooks, novels and story books were also collected. The principal, Dr Rajpal Shripat 
Hande, too donated towards the cause. At the closing ceremony, certificates were distributed to the core committee members as 
well as the students volunteering for the event. Dr Anjali Patkar, and the core committee arranged the distribution of the donations 
collected to various NGOs, old age homes and orphanages like Jeevan Anand Sanstha, Gadge Maharaj Dharamshala, Robin Hood 
Army, Mother Teresa Orphanage, St Catherine Orphan Home, Sahara Anathalay, Earth Our First Home Welfare Foundation, Sneha 
Gram Vidyala and Father Agnel Institution.

NGO Bazaar
The Institutional Social Responsibility (ISR) committee of Mithibai College organised an “NGO Bazaar” on 13th and 14th February, 
2018. The NGO Bazaar was a unique exhibition cum sale of products hand crafted by destitute women and children. This ‘shop for a 
cause’ event was the brainchild of Ms. Sonali Chatterjee. The committee members proactively took up this noble cause along with 
various student volunteers. The exhibition was inaugurated by the Principal Dr.Rajpal Shripat Hande who appreciated the items on 
display and encouraged the participants.
The exhibition got a good response from students and staff members, not only from Mithibai College, but also from visitors of ad-
joining SVKM institutes. Creativity at its best was on display which caused a lot of excitement among shoppers. Ranging from jew-
ellery, woodwork and handbags to paper-craft and dry snacks, all were made to perfection. Among the eleven participating NGOs 
were Shrimad Rajchandra, Love and Care -Mahila Griha Udyog, Kshitij-SHG for development of challenged adults, Aftertaste-em-
powering destitute women, and Vivekananda Youth forum to name a few. Ms.Shalini Datta –Founder and HOD of Aftertaste also 
addressed the Sociology students and sensitized them on women empowerment and livelihood. The participating NGOs were 
overwhelmed by the initiative and were delighted with the positive response generated throughout the event.
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Library Report (2016-17)
Degree College
The Jitendra Library of Mithibai college has been serving the students and teachers since the inception of college itself, i.e. 1961. 
To provide a studious environment for the students and assisting them with their academics as well as in assisting faculty and staff 
members, library is equipped with Wi-Fi facility and contains a profound collection of books, journals, CDs and other resource ma-
terial. 

Library Users
Statistics of daily walk-ins, transactions, and on-campus reading and database hub computer usage by library users during the year 
2016-2017:

 N-LIST usage: 
18 N-LIST users viewed 8399 pages in 2016-17.  SVKM Consortia Database usage   for the academic year was 49,489. The library 
recorded a total of 3182 Web-OPAC views in the academic year 2016-17, with 1287 views only in the July, 2016.

A Book- Bank Facility
Book Bank Facility was revived after a decade for Low Family Income students. 
815 books amounting to Rs. 85,064/- were issued to 88 students from Degree Aided college for both the semesters. 

Computers
Total number of computers in the Library are 26, out of which 02 are being used for OPAC, 12  for Database Hub to facilitate library 
users, 11  for library administration staff, while 01 is used as a server 

Library Orientation
Students of First Year Junior College were orientated for the services and facilities offered by Mithibai Library on July 19,, 2016. 
T.Y.B.Sc. Zoology students were given a short training about use of Library services provided by the library through web page and 
use of online databases on 15th November, 2016.  

Library services
Jitendra library started use of “QR Codes” (Quick Response Codes) application from  January 2017 for an easy access to past ques-
tion papers and research papers authored by faculty members are stored in Institutional Repository, ‘DSpace’.  CALIBRE an open 
source e-book library management application was continued using in the year 2016-2017. This application converts e-book into 
several formats such as EPUB, MOBI, PDF, TXT, RTF, ZIP, HTMLZ, etc. and also enable the users to download e-book without any 
login and  password on our campus. A Bibliography of references for the thesis of Ms. Selina Shah, Ph.D student, Department of 
Microbiology, University of Mumbai was prepared using Mendeley Software. 

Additions during the academic year 2016-2017:

Periodicals

Books

No. Of Periodicals Amount Spent (Rs.)

172 284999.80

Books No. Of Books Amount Spent (Rs.)

Text Books 3202 1278090.70

Reference Books 11 22903.50

Total 3213 1300993.20

Transactions No. Of Walk-Ins

Students 21818 87242

Staff 2653 191

Inter-Library Loan Facility 156 -
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Training Programme
A three hour lecture with hands on training using ‘Mendeley On-line Referencing Tool’  was offered to the Students of F.Y.B.A. Psy-
chology students for ‘Research Skills Course’ on  30th March 2016. 
Book Display
‘Vachan Prerana Din’ was celebrated by displaying of books on 15th October, 2016 to emphasize the importance of books and the 
habit of reading.  World Diabetes Day was marked by display of selected books on diet, medication, exercise and significance of 
maintaining healthy life style. The display was held from 15th November 2016 to 19th November, 2016. On 25th November, 2016, 
on the occasion of “BioTechnova-16’, a display of books on Biotechnology and allied subjects was held with a blend of books pre-
scribed in syllabus and reference books for additional reading.
Books by Madgulkar and books authored by the writers who contributed in Yuvakbharti-English textbooks of Std. XI & XII were 
displayed on the day of screening of movies by English department, i.e. on 6th December, 2016. December, 2016 was celebrated as 
the “Birth month” of well-known English authors  John Milton, Emily Dickinson, Jane Austen and Rudyard Kipling, through a display 
of books ‘by and on’ these authors as a literary treat to the students of English Literature.On 6th January, 2017, light reading books 
on Physics were displayed during the  Physics Department festival, Éinsteinium 99’. 
Book Exhibition
An exhibition cum sale of books was organized on 07th February, 2017 at the Mithibai  College Foyer area, Ground Floor in order to 
facilitate the faculty to recommend the books for Library purchases and for students to purchase the books.
Database Hub
The Library enhanced its Database Hub with 12 computers to facilitate students and faculty members, wherein for the academic 
year 2016-2017, a total number of 1665 students and 203 faculty logs were reported.
Facilities for Low vision students
 A Life membership of M.P. Shah All India Talking Book Centre of NAB (National Association for the Blind, India) was continued to 
facilitate Low vision students of our college, in addition to our Screen Reading software NVDA (Non Visual Desktop Access) installed 
on library computers to facilitate low vision students, an Open Source Screen reading software, which runs on Windows operating 
system and provides support for popular applications including web browsers, email, internet chatting and office programs as MS-
Word and MS-Excel.
Article indexing
In the year 2016-17, 521 research articles from print journals subscribed by the Library were indexed using Library automation soft-
ware Libsys7 totaling to the 651 articles indexed till May 2017.
Current Awareness Service
Emails containing news articles in pdf format was sent to Mithibai faculty on daily basis through the year, to keep them updated on 
education and allied subjects.
Institutional Repository (DSpace)
Question papers and Research papers authored by Mithibai faculty members were  uploaded on Institutional Repository software 
‘DSpace’.
Newspaper Clippings
A display and compilation of news clippings on education, career, science and Technology from daily newspapers are displayed on 
the Library Notice board to keep the students abreast with the new information. 

Library Staff Development and Activities:
Mrs. Archana Garate, Librarian, and Library staff participated in various workshops, seminars and during the academic year 2016-
2017, as detailed below:
Mrs. Archana Garate and Mr. Shrikant Chavan participated in one day event of ‘National Librarian’s Day’ conducted by NMIMS, Mum-
bai library on August 12, 2016. She conducted three sessions of lectures for the “Certificate Course in Research Skill” for Psychology 
Department in July 2016. She was invited to guide the Librarian of Dr. Bhanuben Nanavati College of Pharmacy on 6th August 2016 
in preparing their library manual and organizing the faculty repository as a library facility keeping in view the upcoming visit of 
NBA Audit.

Mrs. Archana Garate guided Mrs. Manjiri Vaidya and Prof. Mrs. Vaishali Nadkarni from The Byramjee Jeejeebhoy College of Com-
merce, Charni Road about overall library administration work on 7th November 2016 during their visit to Mithibai College Library.
Mrs. Garate was invited to guide and help the Librarian and library staff of Usha Pravin Gandhi College of Management for their 
upcoming visit of NAAC. She conducted a lecture on “Value Added Services using ICT for Optimum Use of Library Resources” on 
28th December 2016 at the “8th State Level Annual One Week Training Programme on Changing Academic Library Scene: Upgrad-
ing the Skills of Library Support Staff” organized by R.J. College of Arts, Science & Commerce, Ghatkopar. She also oriented the 25 
participants of “8th State Level Annual One Week Training Programme on Changing Academic Library Scene: Upgrading the Skills 
of Library Support Staff” organized
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Junior College
In the first semester of the academic year 2017 - 18 the library committee collected names of books to be ordered by the various 
departments of Junior College and submitted them to the librarian. In the second semester the committee organised a book dis-
play in the library, in collaboration with the library. The theme of the display was ‘ Patriotism’, to commemorate or 68th republic Day 
celebrations. Books on pre and post independence Indian history, biographies of leaders, accounts the Freedom movements and 
formation of states in Hindi, Marathi and the English languages were displayed. 

The Mithibai Entrepreneurship Development Cell (MEDC) was established to create an environment that encourages entrepre-
neurship among students.  The Cell has a very active and enthusiastic student committee. A mentoring session was conducted 
on 1 July, 2017 by Harshal Shah, founder and CEO, Awarathon. This session was called ‘‘Elevator Pitch’’. On 21 September 2017,  
Dhaval, Sanghvi of S.Y.B.Com made a presentation on the impact of RERA on the real estate sector. This was called ‘‘Real(i)ty after 
RERA’’. A talk by entrepreneur and Mithibai alumnus, Mr. Harshil Shah on “Significance of Networking for Business Success” was 
conducted on 18 December, 2017. A Business Mixer was organised on 19 December, 2017 where students from the Arts and Com-
merce faculty interacted with students of Physics and exchanged views on technology and commercialisation of innovative ideas.                                                         
On 8 January. 2018, the MEDC organised an interactive session titled, ‘‘Future of Immersive and Experiential Travel’’ by Rihen Ajmera, 
founder and CEO, Awestrich and his associate Siddhartha Fondekar. The speakers motivated students to venture into the travel sec-
tor as entrepreneurs. On 20 January, 2018, the MEDC organised a talk and Q&A session by Dr. Pradip Saymote, faculty, Department 
of EVS, Mithibai College, on “Agriculture and Agro-Business Opportunities.” Our students participated in Chancellor Challenge II, 
organised by NMIMS. They are also actively involved in the organising team of Chancellor’s Challenge. Further, Praveen Arora, Lead-
ership Coach delivered a talk on ‘Ten Rules of Success in Entrepreneurship’, on 21 February, 2018. On 08 March, 2018, Ashish Saraf, 
Director, Novus Renewables, addressed the students on ‘Entrepreneurship in a Difficult Economic Environment.’ 

by R.J. College of Arts, Science & Commerce, Ghatkopar, on ‘’Mithibai College Library Services and Administration” during their visit 
to Mithibai College Library on 28th December 2016. 

Mrs. Garate published a research paper entitled “A study of Quantitative Growth in Library Collection and Users of Mumbai Universi-
ty Library” in an international journal.  She also participated in a three day National Workshop on ‘Bibliometrics, Scientometrics and 
We bometrics’ conducted by VPM’s Maharshi Parshuram College of Engineering, Velneshwar on 15th to 17th February, 2017
Ms. Sayali Tharali, a student of M.L. I. Sc. From Department of Library and Information Science, University of Mumbai, worked in 
Mithibai College Library for a month from 19th December 2016 till 19th January 2017 as an Intern to understand the functioning 
of an academic library. 

MEDC

Talk on Business networking by Harshil Shah ‘Networking for Business Success’



148

Nisarg Nature Club 

Degree College

Junior College

The Nisarg Nature Club  organized a visit to SECAS Train on Saturday, 22nd July 2017. The Science Express Climate Action Special 
Train (SECAS) was an innovative Mobile Science Exhibition mounted on a 16 coach local AC train which was run by the Ministry 
of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEECC) in partnership with the Department of Science and Technology and Indian 
Railways. The student members along with the staff members Dr. Bindu Gopalkrishnan and Bicheesh Balan. went to the Chhatrapati 
Shivaji Maharaj Terminus railway station where the train was stationed for 4 days i.e. 19th to 22nd July 2017. The exhibition turned 
out to be quite informative for all student participants.

The Club organized a Nature Trail to Flamingo sanctuary on Tuesday, 8th Aug 2017. It was organised in partnership with Depart-
ment of Zoology, Mithibai College. The student members were accompanied by Dr. S. M. Patil and Bicheesh Balan. Bhandup Pump-
ing Station being a wetland cum Mangrove habitat provides an ideal habitat for biodiversity. Over 30 species of birds and a good 
number of insects, spiders etc. were sighted. It not just created an informative environment but also curiosity rose.

Nisarg Nature Club and NSS volunteers participated in the International Coastal Clean-up Day programme organized by the Indian 
Coast Guards on 16th September, 2017 in which around 124 student members participated. They collected Ganapathi Visarjan 
waste, broken idol pieces and assorted waste strewn on the beaches. They were accompanied by Dr. Bindu Gopalkrishnan, Bicheesh 
Balan and Dr, Vishakha Shingala. As a token of appreciation, a trophy was presented to the college by the Indian Coast Guard.

Nature club of Mithibai college organized a visit to SIES school, Matunga to attend ‘Prithvi’ exhibition on 6 December 2017. The 
exhibits showed the correlation between the ‘The non-polluted Earth’ and ‘Today’s polluted Earth’ and attempted to educate the 
viewers about preservation, promotion and protection of Earth. 
 
The club also organized a session on Rally for Rivers on 15th September 2017.
Co-ordinators of Isha Foundation, Ms. Gargi Varun and Ms. Deepika conducted the session to create awareness among college 
students about rivers and river pollution.  The programme included a short film made by Isha Foundation and talk by their Co-or-
dinators. Students were educated about the future of our rivers and how to save them. Students and staff members attended the 
same in large number. Mrs. Swapna Durve, Vice Principal of Junior college and Mrs. Harini Chouta, Supervisor of Junior college also 
attended the session.

One of the Exhibits at Exhibition Earth
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National Cadet Corps(NCC) started its activities with Enrolment Drive in June, 2017.  Elegant charts, posters and power point pre-
sentation in the orientation attracted the students which led to the enrollment of 32 new cadets. Independence Day was celebrated 
with usual fervor and enthusiasm on 15th August, 2017 where a platoon of 27 cadets were commanded by S.U.O. Ashish Yadav. The 
National Flag was unfurled by our Principal, Dr. Rajpal Shripat Hande, while Associate NCC Officer (ANO) Lt. D. N. Kurkute, admin-
istered the Oath to the cadets. The cadets presented Cultural items and adventurous activities on Independence Day. Prizes were 
given by the Principal to our cadets. Lt. Col. Samsher Singh (Commanding Officer of 1 MAH ARMD SQN NCC Unit), P.I. Staff, ex-cadets, 
students, parents and staff of our college attended this successful programme. 

Many training camps and activity camps all over India, were attended by cadets throughout the year. One such camp which was 
held at Dehradun was Indian Military Academy IMA Attachment Camp. Other camps included Combine Annual Training Camp 
(CATC), Thal Sainik Camp (TSC), All India Thal Sainik Camp (AITSC), All India Thal Sainik Camp (AITSC), Basic Leadership Camp (BLC), 
Pre Republic-Day Camp (PRDC), Shivaji Trial Trekking Camp (STTC), Army Attachment Camp (AAC), Combine Annual Training Camp 
(CATC) held at Goregaon, Nashik, Delhi, West Bengal, Sangli, Aurangabad, Kolhapur, Colaba and Ambernath respectively.

 NCC cadets achieved many things this year. S.U.O Ashish Yadav was the only cadet from Mumbai who attended the prestigious IMA 
Attachment Camp at Dehradun in June, 2017. NCC Cadet Avinash Yadav won Gold Medal in firing whereas Cadet Samir Kulkarni 
won the Gold Medal in Judging Distance and Field Signals at Thal Sainik Camp held at Amravati. Cadet Samir Kulkarni who com-
pleted the All India Thal Sainik Camp at Delhi, received a Gold medal which is the highest honour in TSC.He also cleared CDSE exam 
held in February, 2018. A Mithibai College NCC Cadet got first place in Drill Competition in Pre RDC-Camp held at Nashik under the 
command of Cadet Krishna Dube. Cadet JUO Parth Goria won the Silver Medal in Anchoring while Sargent Nagendra Tiwari received 
a Silver Medal in the Quiz Competition at a camp held at West Bengal.

NCC

NCC Cadets learning about weapons

NCC Cadets with Principal and Staff
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As in every year, our Cadets performed various social activities too.12 Cadets participated in a Tree Plantation Programme held at 
Vasai. An awareness rally on Cleanliness was attended by 52 Cadets. 10 NCC Cadets carried out the firefighting mock drill in college 
premises. 32 NCC Cadets performed Yoga on 21st June, 2017, the International Yoga Day in our College Premises. 15 NCC Cadets 
had participated in Poster Making Competition on Swachch Bharat Abhiyan on 22nd September, 2017. 46 NCC Cadets had conduct-
ed Shramadaan in Juhu Garden on 24th September, 2017. 26 NCC Cadets had participated in Beach cleaning activity organized by 
the Coast Guard on 16th September, 2017. 12 NCC Cadets and an ANO visited Indian Navy’s Fighting Ship INS Tarkash on 3rd Octo-
ber, 2017. All the cadets sailed about 100 km in a deep sea and got an opportunity to see different types of ammunition, adventure 
activities, demonstration and functioning and capabilities of INS Tarkash. 42 NCC Cadets had participated in Seminar and 14 NCC 
Cadets engaged in a Debate Competition on ‘Duties of Public and Government on Cleanliness’ which was held on 28.09.2017. 38 
NCC Cadets and an ANO participated in the Seminar on Forum for Awareness of National Security (FANS) organized by Indian Coast 
Guard at Swantraveer Savarkar Samiti at Shivaji Park on 24th October, 2017. 23 NCC Cadets appeared for the 1MAH.ARMD.SQN.NCC 
UNIT’s ‘B’ Certificate Examination. 17 NCC Cadets appeared for ‘C’ Certificate on 17th and 18 February, 2018 at Bandodkar College, 
Thane. 43 NCC Cadets participated in ‘Run for Unity’ organized by Government of Maharashtra on 31st October, 2017 at Worli Sea 
Face, Dadar where Chief Minister of Maharashtra- Mr. Devendra Fadnavis addressed the cadets and gathering. Some other social 
works included participating in Blood Donation and Polio immunization camps.

NCC Cadets in obstacle training

NCC cadet Sameer Kulkarni, Gold Medallist, National Level Camp with Principal



151

NSS UNIT AT BEACH CLEAN UP DRIVE AT JUHU BEACH

In their first act for the year, NSS launched a 
unique project called ‘Individual Blood Dona-
tion’ in association with Cooper Hospital. The 
NSS continued successfully with their program 
‘Aid to NGO for The Handicapped and Under-
privileged Children’ by selling articles created 
by the children and raised Rs. 14920 for them. 
They organized a 3-day ‘Meditation Training 
Programme’ in National Service Scheme (NSS)
 

Over the course of the last academic year, 
the National Service Scheme (NSS) has 
Mithibai College in collaboration with Sa-
haj Marg Spirituality Foundation (NGO). An 
‘eye check-up’ camp in a local Marathi-me-
dium school at a village named Saravali (Pa-
til pada) near Dahanu was conducted. In a 
seven-day residential camp at Asose village, 
near Murbad district volunteers taught at 
the local primary school and performed 
yoga sessions. 

A marathon  was organized on January 07, 
2018  to create awareness about gender 
equality in society. NSS organized a semi-
nar with MAVA (Men Against Violence and 
Abuse). After another seminar about Waste 
Management, NSS volunteers collected gar-
bage from streets and houses for recycling 
purposes. A beach clean-up drive was also 
organized at the Juhu Beach. The NSS volun-
teers painted 25 walls near college  to pro-
mote different social messages. 

NSS

Volunteers attended awareness program on ‘SAY NO TO DRUG ABUSE’
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Thirty-three NSS volunteers attended an awareness pro-
gram on ‘SAY NO TO DRUG ABUSE’ which was organized 
by the Ministry of Home Affairs, Narcotics Control Bu-
reau regarding awareness on drug abuse and trafficking. 
Twenty-five volunteers attended a seminar organized by 
IIFA & Mumbai University to commemorate the 25th An-
niversary of Indo-Israel Friendship Association & comple-
tion of 160 years of existence of Mumbai University. They 
also attended the World Peace and Harmony Conclave, 
at NSCI, Worli.  

NSS was also active in celebrating the spirit of India, its 
culture and history. On June 21, International Yoga Day, 
NSS carried out the activities for Yoga day celebrations 
in college. Celebrating the gift of teachers, Gurupurnima 
was celebrated on July 10, 2017. On January 12th, 2018, 
Swami Vivekananda’s 155th birth anniversary was cele-
brated with an intra-collegiate essay and debate compe-
tition. They also celebrated ‘Pulse Polio National Immuni-
zation’ day on January 28, 2018 in which the volunteers 
gave polio drops to children in booths allocated to them 
in Andheri and Jogeshwari.    

On July 18th 2017 staff welfare colloquium committee organised a practical 
session on yoga and meditation, for the staff of Junior college by the Mr. Bajaj 
of the sports department. Many teachers took part in the programme.

Staff Colloquium (Junior College)

EYE-CHECK UP CAMP

Pulse Polio National Immunisation Day Celebration
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Mithibai College’s Training and Placement Cell is the prime pillar responsible for providing opportunity for Part Time / Full Time/In-
ternship jobs in reputed organizations to eligible students. The college is also associated with a web portal to assist students for the 
placement program. In addition to Final Placements, the College actively encourages students to take up internships and trainee 
programmes. The placement record of the college so far is a validation of confidence shown by the industry sector in our students.

This year, the Training and Placement cell organized a guest talk by Mr. Samir Dudhgaonkar, Vice President- Maharashtra Chamber 
of Commerce for Third year students on 23rd Aug,2017. He talked on the topic ‘Career Guidance for Modern Time’. Followed by it, he 
discussed about Industry Academia gap and how students can overcome this gap.

A guest talk by Dr. Natalia Shutskaya, Senior Lecturer- Human Resource management, University of Sussex, UK, was organised for 
third year students on 5th February, 2018. She discussed about ‘Inequality at work’.

Placements In 2016 - 17

Pre-placement training in numbers was taken up by:

In order to compete in the real world of industries, Mithibai lays a great emphasis on the overall development of a child, which 
focuses mainly on identifying and achieving their own personal potential, at the earliest.

In order to go about it, the students are trained on Soft Skills which comprises of Personality Development, Presentation skills, Goal 
Setting, Confidence Building, Conflict Management, Inter- personal Skills, Negotiation Skills, Team building and Decision Making. A 
pre-placement package in the final year focuses on Interview Skills, Group Discussions, Business Etiquettes and Work Ethics.
In addition to it, Students are trained with Resume Writing Resume writing, Interview skills, Group discussion and the like.

Total No. Of Students Registered For Placenent 209

Total No. Of Students Placed 96

No. Of Companies that Took Part In Campus Placements 58

Highest Salary Range (In Lac P.A) 8.5

Lowest Salary Range (In Lac P.A) 2.0

Average Salary Range (In Lac P.A) 5.0

Class No. Of Students Trained

PG Students 92

TY Students 631

SY Students 689

FY Students 152

Career Guidance Cell – Junior College
 
The Career Guidance Cell conducted a workshop  on ‘What Next After 12th’ for 12th Arts students by  Ms Krystal Dodd on 21st 
July 2017. On 28th July 2017, a workshop was conducted on Career guidance for Standard 12 Commerce students by  Mr Naresh 
Sukhani.

Training And Placement Cell
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Awards Won By Mithibai College
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The Students’ Council went on to put up 
a stellar Annual Day on 23rd of December 
2017 at Bhaidas Hall. The meritorious stu-
dents were felicitated which was followed 
by the cultural programme. The Annual 
Day witnessed our Principal singing and 
a variety of performances by the talented 
students of Mithibai Cultural Committee. 
The students showcased dance, music, skit, 
fashion show and literary arts, all in one 
show. The function was finally concluded 
by a vote of thanks by the President of the 
Students’ Council followed by the National 
Anthem.

On 29th September 2017, the first meeting of 
the Students’ Council was convened at theCon-
ference Room chaired by the Chairperson of Stu-
dents’ Council, Principal Dr. Rajpal Shripat Hande. 
Dr. Mahesh Bhagwat, the N.S.S. Teacher-in-charge, 
was announced as the Convener of the Students’ 
Council. Dr. Anjali Patkar was announced as the 
Co-Convener. Besides, Dr. Shruti Singh, Mr. Lax-
man Naik, and Dr. S.S. Mangaonkar, the teacher-
in-charges of Students’ Monitoring Committee 
were also present.
Immediately after the first meeting, elections 
were held and Mr. Sagar Virendra Rana; a hard-
working member of Mithibai Cultural Committee 
was elected as the President of Mithibai College, 
Miss Riddhi Mehta as the General Secretary and 
Miss Hansika Thacker as the Joint Secretary of the 
Students’ Council.

The Students’ Council gave their best to make the disciplined 
college routine fun by organising College Days that celebrated 
values and cultures.To imbibe the value of gratitude, Thanks-
giving Day was celebrated, wherein the students and teachers 
wore ‘yellow’ to express thanks, on 19th December 2017. The 
primary goal  was to thank the Non-Teaching Staff. Consequent-
ly, an event was organized for them and the students delivered 
speeches, sang songs and distributed brownies. A photo booth 
and ‘Thanksgiving Board’ were set up in the Foyer Area ensur-
ing that everyone took home memories in the form of photo-
graphs. The next big College day was ‘Traditional and Chocolate 
day’ which was celebrated on 20th December, 2017. Students 
showed up in traditional clothes. Mithibai has various outsta-
tion students and  Traditional Day helped them  represent their 
culture.On 21st December, Rose and Formal Day was celebrated 
and on 22nd December, Carnival was celebrated.

Students’ Council
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Performances on Marathi Bhasha Din

Marathi Bhasha Din

Marathi Bhasha Samvardhan
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Alumni Association

Talk on Aharveda
A free workshop on “Healthy Eating for Healthy Living: The Aharveda Way” 
by Mr. Harish Shetty was organized by the Mithibai Alumni Association 
(MAA) on 12th August, 2017 followed by lunch. Mr. Harish Shetty is an 
alumnus of the college and was keen to share his tenets of Aharveda with 
the faculty to promote a healthy lifestyle.It is to address these issues and 
also how one can heal oneself without medication that the workshop was 
organized by MAA in gratitude to the teachers in view of the imminent 
Teachers’ Day. Many members of teaching faculty including some who had 
superannuated attended the workshop. Mr. Kirit Mehta, one of the trust-
ees of SVKM and an alumnus of the college and Mr. Ashok Bapat, Chief 
Financial Officer, SVKM attended the workshop. Mr. Shetty, explained the 
changes that need to be brought about in one’s eating habits to ensure 
better health.

Talk on Aharveda by Mr. Harish Shetty

Talk on Digital Banking

Seminar on Understanding Payment Services Business & Career Options
Mithibai Alumni Association (MAA) organised a seminar on ‘Understanding Payment Services, Business & Career Options’ for degree 
college students on Saturday, 9th September 2017. Mr Harish Prabhu and Mr. Abhishek Vaidya were the two eminent professionals 
from the banking industry who conducted the seminar. Mr Harish Prabhu is the founder of Fin-Essense Advisors Pvt Ltd; and an 
advisor and mentor to a few FinTech companies in the area of ATMs, Digital payments, Mobile Banking and Lending in India, Europe 
and the US. He also is a start-up investor in Fin-Tech/Ad-Tech and other growth sectors in India. Mr Abhishek Vaidya is the GM of EPS 
Ltd (Electronic Payment Systems). He runs the Business Development across digital payments and ATM services, across different 
sectors of Banking. Along with the speakers, the seminar was inaugurated by Principal Dr Rajpal Shripat Hande..The talk was broadly 
divided in four parts - the structure of banking in India, traditional banking payment systems, modern electronic payment systems 
and careers in banking payment services. The session was attended by more than 150 enthusiastic students who directed pertinent 
questions to the speakers and got apt answers for the same. 
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Annual Day
The 56th Annual day of Mithibai College organized by the 
Students’ Council was celebrated on the 23rd of December, 
2017. It was the highlight of the year. The function com-
menced with the lighting of the lamp by the dignitaries, 
followed by the audio of Saraswati Vandana. The dignitaries 
were welcomed with flowers. The Principal then addressed 
the audience with a speech accompanied by a power point 
presentation. This was followed by a talk from the convener 
of the students’ council. Following this, all the student achiev-
ers along with the President, General Secretary and Joint Sec-
retary of the Students’ Council were felicitated.

The felicitation was followed by a cultural program where 
the Principal sang a song. Following his performance the 
students of Mithibai showcased their talents through vari-
ous songs, drama and the day ended on a high note with the 
fashion show and dance performances.

The Music Team presented an entire set of songs covering 
different genres. Songs from all walks of life were performed. 
Everybody in the hall was enthralled by their harmonious 
melodies.

The Mithibai Drama Team enacted a beautiful play about two 
individuals and how they overcame the conflicts between 
their mind and soul by coming to a mutual consensus despite 
their prejudices.     

The fashion show was conceptual-
ized by the transitioning seasons 
and was illustrated through a col-
lection of unique outfits. Arrays 
of different dance styles ranging 
from classical to Bollywood to bel-
ly dance, were showcased by the 
students. They were performed 
with grace and finesse.

The event came to a close with a 
vote of thanks by the President of 
Students’ Council followed by the 
National Anthem.  All in the entire 
event was a grand success and 
was the perfect display of our col-
lege spirit and energy.
This is just the beginning.
Higher and higher still!

Principal lighting the auspicious diya

Award for the play
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Literature
-Priyendra Tiwari

                              (F.Y.B.A.) 
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-Srushti Gada
(F.Y.B.A.) 
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Article

-Jinal Baxi
(T.Y.B.A. Literature) 

Pink It If You Think It

Pink is for girls, Blue is for boys
Along with these two colours came an invisible, binary boundary that invited seperation. We see this in everyday situations that take 
place around us. Whether it is buying a pink present under the assumed notion that the girl will absolutely love it or the blue frosting 
inside a gender-reveal cake during the pregnancy, this idea of colour attribution has only escalated since its conception in the 19th 
century. 

Babies are moulded by stereotypes entrusted upon pink and blue. My cousin celebrated the birth of his beautiful baby by decorating 
the nursery with all kinds of pink, a sight at which most of us would conclude the arrival of a baby girl. This continues through the 
childhood years where cliques in schools and other institutions regard pink as a girly colour thus ingraining the idea that pink should 
only be associated with girls and any boy who otherwise dresses in pink is considered effeminate. 

The aforementioned bias is seen not only in the colour but also the style of the clothing. Gender distinction in clothes showed dom-
inance post World War I, where dresses and skirts were once considered gender neutral now became a requirement for girls. On the 
other hand, overalls and uniforms were reserved for boys. Although in today’s time the concept of gender fluid clothes has taken 
flight, men in skirts are seen much lesser in number than women wearing pantsuits. 

The Think Pink concept for girls is also believed to have stemmed from the 20th century French fashion norms. The incorrect inter-
pretation of the words of the June 1918 issue of Earnshaw’s Infants’ Department magazine, the creation of Barbie, the very obsession 
to be very masculine or very feminine are all the factors that have contributed to the overall loss of gender neutrality. 
We live in a consumerist society with a constant need to have the best of everything. However, even with an array of choices at our 
disposition, the fear of acceptance by that very society leads us to ‘fall in line’ and buy products which flow parallel to the existing 
gender norms. The availability of pink and blue strollers, toys, clothes, cribs, and even disposable diapers have made us blind to the 
assortment of colours around us. 

As a girl, I have had my share of ‘I love pink’ and ‘I hate pink’ phase throughout my growing years but ever since I remember, my fa-
vourite colour has been purple. This hasn’t been endowed upon me, rather it is my own preference because of all the experiences I 
have had with it. 
I believe that in today’s time, acknowledging and embracing a universal sense of style and comfort has become a matter of utmost 
importance and the concept should perhaps be altered to Pink It Only if You Think it.
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Literature

Whatsapp!!!

-Nikky Panchal

Skinny

I have been called skinny far too many times.I have been told my hands look like twigs. My ass resembles a pancake. I have been 
told that my legs are similar to that of a chicken’s. That I have an invisible waist.
 
I have been told that there is no difference that lies between my calves and a baseball bat. I have met people pretending they 
“couldn’t” see my legs.I have been told I might vanish with the smoke in the air or the mere breeze will magically fly me away. And 
at all those times I wish it did. I wish I disappeared, or the ground swallowed me whole. I wish the wind’s magic trick worked at least 
for once. I wish instead of rolling my eyes behind the embarrassment I could stamp on your feet, so hard and show you just how 
harmless I am. Yet, I haven’t. I worried you might not feel a thing if I stamped on your toes but I wanted to make you feel so bad.
.
Sometimes I see this woman in the mirror, with her bones, accentuated more than her breasts. A tiny waist with hardly any fat on 
the hips. I see the betrayal of her jeans on her waistline. The rejection of the blouses. I see her trying to understand just why, people 
would die to achieve something like this...like it is an accomplishment, another thing to check off the bucket list. I see her perplexed 
face in the reflection of the mirror thinking how is calling someone skinny different from calling someone fat. 
 
I have been called skinny far too many times. I think...I...I think it was supposed to be a compliment.

-Chinmayi Mestry
                                (F.Y.B.Sc.) 
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-Dhruvi Mehta 
(T.Y.B.A. Psychology) 

What Is This House?

White walls with ash finger stains
Wet and frothing from the inside
The foam spreading on and on
What is this house?

Furniture unmoved, exactly in its place
Sat on chairs, empty dining plates
Spoons and forks in their stands
Wound with telephone wire 
What is this house?

Granite tiles as if skimmed animal skin
Window panes fogged and sapless
Brown doors cracked open at the bottom
On a harmless winter night 
When all was black
What is this house?

The God statue I bought from the north
Sits in its east acknowledging south
Not in coherence with a plan
But colored yet, intact still
But brave yet, enduring still
But blessed yet, blessing still
What is this house? 

Trees were turned to tennis tables
Pools ran dry of water and chlorine
Stairs got rotten suspended in the air
Landscapes became buildings
Buildings became factories
Factories became industries
The dogs died, the bees survived
What is this house?

I’d come to a hillock as a ten-year-old
With a rosy view of the golden future
Roses didn’t last longer than two days
Gold was invested, never seen or heard from
All that remains is memories
Of fresh fruits and old stories, 
Sneaking out at midnight to watch TV 
Chalking cupboards playing teacher
What is this house?

What is this house without you?
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-Srushti Gada
(F.Y.B.A.) 

-Mati Rajput
(T.Y.B.A. Literature) 

Pray like my grandfather, day in day out, 
Like he was a Pandit of some sort. 
He’s got weird names on his tongue, 
Of million Gods of course! 
And that’s all you will get to hear when you visit him. 

Pray like my grandmother, moderately! 
She’ll do her Pooja half-heartedly, 
She confirms to her religion vigorously, 
She believes in superstitions blindly, 
And you could easily get annoyed by her naiveness. 

Pray like my father, when it’s necessary! 
His prayers are always in a hurry, 
Only when he needs help from the almighty
Otherwise he won’t even look at his deities, 
And it’s easy to guess that the whole act is momentary. 

Pray like my mother, hopelessly! 
Like God were to react kindly. 
She would chant all the mantras right, 
Only to have a future bright. 
And you too would wish for her to attain Moksha when she dies. 

Pray like me, like an agnostic. 
Making God’s existence elastic.
Have faith in your capability, 
Your achievements shall define your capacity. 
And you won’t while away assuming there’s an invisible power.

Untitled
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-Shruti S.  Kotian

          Aditi was seated at the window in her home, staring at nothing in particular. Tears welled up in her eyes, threatening to spill 
as she dwelled on the events that occurred just a few hours back – something had happened to them and the doctors weren’t sure 
if they would make it or lose themselves. Flashbacks of when she was little danced across her eyes, along with the clenching of her 
heart. She tried to remember the good times she had spent with them, which only resulted in setting free the tears which she had so 
desperately tried to keep in. How she wished she could take back all those times when she had argued or fought with her beloved 
grandparents.

          In the back of her mind, she knew that they only wanted the best for her; after all, which grandparent would want their own 
grandchild to suffer? She wished she could go back in time and undo all the times when she had gotten mad at them for not un-
derstanding her. She wished - no, she wanted to tell them what she held in and that she knew, she knew how hurt they had felt 
whenever her brother or she would dismiss them. She wanted to tell them that she admired them like no one else. She wanted to 
tell them that she was grateful that God had given them as her grandparents. She knew her grandmother didn’t have it easy, nor 
did her grandfather. But they still made it through and stood proudly where they were now. And that is what made her admire them 
even more.

          She wanted to thank them for the things they did for her brother and her. All the times when they had taken care of them 
when their parents couldn’t or when her grandparents were there for them rushed past her in her memories, like a montage. She 
remembered the times when she along with some other members of the family would pull pranks on each other, the fun times they 
had together.

          Her grandfather was quite fun when she was younger. She thought of all those times when he had spontaneously decided to 
take her to the park or get her brother and her snacks or things that delighted them in their childhood days. She recollected the 
times when he’d taken care of them as toddlers and she let out a light laugh as she remembered the times when she used to de-
mand that he pick her up in his arms when he came to pick her up at school and the way he used to tell them tales of their childhood 
with gusto, fondness and love shining in his eyes. But old age had started to take a toll on him and she knew that he was no longer 
the same impetuous person. He had started to turn cynical and closed off but even then she knew that he had and would always 
love them. The past few years he had become more non-agreeable and irritable. She knew that the wrinkles which she so often 
teased him about, were due to a lot of difficulties. She did know that those eyes held the dreams and aspirations for her which he 
himself could not fulfill due to prevalent circumstances.

          Her grandmother was no different in terms of her personality. If old age had taken a negative toll on her grandfather, then it 
was the exact opposite for her grandmother. Her grandmother had become even more lively and wonderful than in her youth. Aditi 
had always loved her grandmother more than anyone. Her grandmother and she shared a distinct type of humour that only they 
could understand. Her grandmother had always been her ‘teddy bear’ – the name fallen due to her short height and plump appear-
ance. Her grandmother and she shared a connection that she had found with no one else. She also remembered the times when her 
grandmother had taken care of her as a child. Her grandmother had often pushed her to do her best, to do what she wanted to and 
would not have to depend on anyone else for. She could fill many books up with what she felt for them, yet it would not be enough. 
She missed them so badly, she would do anything to bring back those times.

          She thought back to the times when her bratty teenage self had avoided talking to them and ignored them just because ‘they 
didn’t get it’ and felt a deep sorrow resonate within her. Of course, as she grew, she matured enough to know what she was doing, 
but there was no way she could undo what she had done in the past – she wished she could, but it simply wasn’t possible. She just 
wished that she had tried harder to make up with them and had just apologized. She knew dwelling in the past was of no use, but 
she couldn’t help herself. After some minutes of serious contemplating, she decided that she was done wallowing, that she needed 
to get a hold of herself and focus on other things. Wiping her fresh tears she promised herself that she would genuinely start work-
ing hard and focus on her future, after all, that was all that they wanted, wasn’t it?

          Just as she finished her line of thought, the peppy tone of her cell phone cut through the peaceful yet morose quietness. She 
fumbled in a hurry and answered the call, listened to what the person on the other end had to say, a small , hopeful smile blossom-
ing on her face, her eyes filling with happy tears. After finishing the call, she let out a whoop of joy and called out for her brother 
to be ready to go to the hospital where her grandparents were. She was not much of a believer in fate and ‘signs’ but just this once, 
she thought that maybe there was a chance that this was hers. After all, could her grandparents waking up from their coma, ap-
proximately after two months just as she had decided to pull herself together and start settling things right be a coincidence?  She 
intended to keep her promise. Second chances are not that easy to come by. And she sure as hell wasn’t going to give this one up.

Untitled



168

- Digant Surti
(F.Y.B.MM.) 
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- Diya Mehta
(F.Y.B.A.) 

The splatter of paint hitting the canvas was the only sound you liked focusing on. There was something rhythmic about the splash-
ing that helped in soothing you’re otherwise on edge personality.
Your hands moved on impulse, splattering paint everywhere, as voices whispered in your ears, the laughter of demons inside your 
head echoing like the clang of an ever-persistent bell. 
You pause breathing hard, as you look at the canvas, which is covered in a plethora of colours, ranging from shades of green to red, 
to hues of blue, all meshed together to form the shape of three people, two tall figures, and one, slightly shorter figure.
A voice suddenly whispers in your ear, the breath of air that accompanies the voice gives you Goosebumps, and you can’t suppress 
the shiver that passes through you. 
It’s almost inaudible, the voice, that always seems to whisper in your ear, sometimes promising sweet nothings, other times, saying 
very nasty things. The voices, unfortunately, were accompanied every time, with a sharp sting to your head, that left you breathless
“Worthless”
“Worthless”
“Worthless”
“You’re worthless.”
Your breath quickens, and your breath quickens. Your movements halt all of a sudden, and you can’t breathe. You’re hyperventilat-
ing, and suddenly, you’ve lost control of what you’re doing. You mark the two taller figures in black with a big red cross. 
“You’re just doing this for attention.”
“Someone didn’t get a lot of love in life.”
Your eyes fill with tears and you choke back something akin to sob. A strangled cry leaves your mouth a second later, and you throw 
the paintbrush away, your back hitting the wall as you curl up and cry. 
“That freak who paints? Her Parents died? Good riddance. She deserved it for being a freak.” 
The door opens, and you feel someone take your hands. Arms wrap around you in a hug, and hands move up and down your back, 
as the person keeps whispering
“It’s okay, it’s okay, I’m here. You did well. You did well.” 
It takes you a moment to realise who it is. Your neighbour, Miss K You’d moved in with her after your parents died, and she’d adopted 
you since she was practically family. Miss K, a Clinical Psychotherapist, was very good at her job, one of the things she was good at 
being comforting people, like you.
“Freaks like you.” A voice hissed inside your head. 
“She’s just doing a job. It’s not like she’s fond of you. “another voice hisses in your ear, and you involuntarily grip her shoulders tighter
“It’s okay, It’s okay, I love you, you’re okay, you’re safe, you’re loved.” 
You stay in that position for a while, breathing a little as your aunt wipes your tears away. She smiles at you, the sort of smile that 
always cheered you up as a kid and one that sent warmth to you. 
It was a reassuring smile, and for a moment, you felt reassured.
Her voice is soft, and you notice it’s the voice she uses with all her patients. Was that all you were to her? Were you just a regular 
patient? Or were you family too? Did you even have a family left after what you did?
“It’s not your fault.” she whispers, and you realize, a second later, that she’s speaking to you. You know what she’s speaking about, 
but you shut your eyes nonetheless, and in your moment of weakness, hug her tighter. 
“I killed them.”
She breaks the hug, and suddenly, soft, warm hands wipe away the tears from your face. Hands that remind you so much of the time 
your mother did the same.
“You didn’t. It was the drunk driver that.–” 
“I KILLED THEM.” You yell. “DON’T YOU SEE? I KILLED THEM!” Another sob escapes your mouth, and you’re crying again, as you extract 
yourself. You bunch up your hair in your hands and you pace around the room. You stop and look at her. 
“If I hadn’t...if I hadn’t been so stubborn and demanded that they take me to the fair they’d still be...”
Hands clasp yours, and you’re met with a glare. 
“You listen to me this instant. This was NOT your fault. Your parents died because of someone who was not in control of himself. 
Don’t you dare blame their deaths on yourself.”
You can’t reply to that, so you figure that the best thing you can do is stay quiet. You’re breathing deeply, and after a few deep 
breaths, you notice a tray with two plates on the floor, and you’re a little perplexed.
You sniff, and wipe your nose with the sleeve of your shirt, and ask.
“What’s that?”
“That, my dear, is called Daal and Rice. Very high in protein–”

My Anchor



170

Despite yourself, you let out a chuckle. Miss K sits up a little straighter at that, and you notice her smile widen. 
“No, I meant, why are there two plates on that tray? My appetite certainly hasn’t increased.”
“Oh, I’ll be eating with you.” She waves her hand dismissively and grins. She pats the space next to her “Come on, eat. You don’t want 
your food to get cold!”
You shake your head and sit where she asks you to. 
You take a bite and notice that the food has, in fact, gone a little cold. Either that or Miss K made your food with lukewarm Daal 
which is highly unlikely. That woman was the personification of a mother hen. 
She clears her throat.
“I’ve been wondering if you wouldn’t mind that is...”
The air suddenly seems tense around you, and you frown. 
“What is it?”
“Would you mind terribly if we adopted a puppy?”
You blink, and your jaw drops. 
“I mean, I’m pretty new to this whole, being a mom thing.” She’s rambling, and you feel bile rise in your throat. 
Why would she ask your opinion on that? Is she doing it to make you feel validated? 
Hot, white anger burns through you, and for a moment, you’re blinded by it. A second later, you deflate and notice that the spoon 
has left an imprint on how tight you clutched it a moment ago. 
Oh, gods. 
You look at Miss K, who seems to have noticed your momentary outburst, and is gauging your reaction. You clear your throat. 
“Why would you be asking me? It’s not like my opinion matters.”
“Why wouldn’t it matter?”
“Because in the end, my choices caused them death!” You exclaim again. You lower your voice and look down at the floor, your lip 
trembling. 
“In the end, I’m the freak that got her parents killed.”
Miss K sighs. 
“You know what? Okay, fine.” She stands up “You’re right.”
You blink, startled.
“I...I am?”
“You are! You are the person who got her parents killed, but you know what? So am I, at least, when it comes to my mother.”
Cold shock runs through you when you realize what she said.
“That’s right. My mother died while giving birth to me, and seeing you, sad and mopey, reminds me so much of the time I was too, 
and you know what. It gets better.”
She crouches next to you. 
“But only if you believe you’re worth it. You can’t give out love if you don’t give some to yourself. I realized that thanks to my dad.”
You almost flinch back when she takes your hand, and oh no, you can’t wipe your tears now. 
“But sometimes, you don’t think you feel like you’re worth any of this, sometimes, you feel like it’s all for nothing, and at times like 
these, you need an anchor to tell you, that you are worth it, that your life matters, and you can show people that you can do amaz-
ing, beautiful, brilliant things with your life. But most importantly?”
She hugs you tight. 
“You’re valid, and you matter, and you, sweetheart are loved.”
You hug her back, all the doubt washing away as you hold her and cry, the soothing circles she rubs on your back providing the very 
support you didn’t think you’d need until now.
You nod frantically. 
You’re loved.
You’re loved. 
You’re loved. 
Gods, you needed to hear that. 
After a while, she breaks the hug and pats your cheek. The phone rings all of a sudden and she apologises and takes her leave. 
Exhausted, you flop down on your bed.
After a while, when you’ve finally collected your thoughts, you stand and grab the paintbrush. Miss K had been nothing but helpful, 
and you cared for her. So if not for yourself, you were going to do it for Miss K. You were going to heal
You look at the canvas and realize it’s been ruined because of your outburst. You scoff and tear it to pieces. 
You begin painting anew, and this time, the voices don’t bother you. Later that night, after you’re done with dinner, you finish your 
painting and step back to admire your work. You’re tired, and sweat drips down your neck, and for the first time in days, it feels like 
you can finally breathe.
Had you been awake when Miss K came to check on you that night, you’d have seen the smile that was on her face when she looked 
at your painting. You’d painted it so as to use it as an anchor, and you’d named it as such.
It was the painting of a smiling Miss K, and the painting was titled ‘My Anchor.’
You were far from healing. You knew that too. But you knew, that as long as you had miss K, you were going to be fine.
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-Shreeya Dhole
(F.Y.J.C.) 

The path in your life,
May never be straight.
May contain bumps and curves,
Where many emerge great.

Your personal experiences,
Have shaped who you are.
Embrace your mistakes
and each unique scar.

There’s always new things
In life we may learn.
With every page,
And chapter we turn .

There’s just one simple,
But very important rule.
Your passion for life,
Should be used as your fuel.

My Passion My Fuel

-Pratik Ashok Sonawane
(F.Y.B.A.) 
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Art

Manas Sharma

-Pawan Panchal
                   (F.Y.B.MM) 

-Tanvi Jani
(T.Y.B.A.) 
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Toppers Of  This Year
Junior College HSC Exam 2016-17
Arts

Amanya Vasavada
90.77%

Gayatri Sathian
89.85%

Huda Ruksar Khan
89.54%

Janhavi Singh
89.54%

Shivani Tanna
92.31%

Shraddha Shah 
90.62%

Commerce

Manasvini Parikh
93.23%

Muskaan Vandse
93.54%

Prajnay Jaiswal
93.38%

Prerna Madan
93.23%

Ranjak Shetty
93.23%

Science

Atharv Pandit
91.23%

Mihir Gondhalekar
89.08%

Pranali Oza
90.31%

Raj Savla
89.85%

Romil Shah
91.08%

Arts Science Commerce

Pass Percentage 99.78% 98.01% 99.71%

Overall Pass Percentage 99.17%

Percentage Of students with 
Distinction

59.83% 21.57% 82.23%

Percentage Of Students With 
First Class 

34.93% 56.04% 16.31%
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Degree College

Manisha Patel
(Chemistry)

93.37%

Kanan N. Sheth
(Botany)

92%

Devanshu Mehta
(Statistics)

94.88%

Arjun Iyer
(Physics)
95.50%

Rohan R. Yadav
(Mathematics)

85.37%

Shweta S.Thakkar
(English)
80.05%

Simran Tibrewala
(Economics) 

76.83%

Lomani R.Panchal
(Sociology)

75.83%

Bansari S.Parmar
(Gujarati)

66.83%

Ankita Kar
(Pol. Science)

77.16%

Akanksha S. Das
(Psychology)

90.00%

B.A.

B.Sc.

Post-Graduate Toppers

Raveesha Shetty
(Microbiology)

91.38%

Pragya Sharma
(Zoology)

91.13%

Akshay Ramesh-
war (Physics)

78.66%

Neha V. Singh
(Mathematics)

68%

Mansha Khan
(Zoology)

74.50%

Jeanona Dias
(English)
1st Rank, 

University of 
Mumbai
77.43%

Jaya B. Dwivedi
(Botany)
89.95%

Anjali Tiwari
(Comp. Science)

82.16%
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SFC Toppers

Sakina Ladiwala
(BAF)

91.50%

Nimisha Jain
(BBI)

82.96%

Ameen Dosani
(BMS)

86.19%

Akshay S. Shah (BSc, 
Biotechnology)

91%

Vijay Jaiswal
(BSc, Comp. Sci)

84.5%

Sneha Pingle
(BSc, Biochemistry)

94%

Sonal Shah
(TYBMM Journalism)

71.54%

Sakshee Joshi
(TYBMM, Advertising)

72.43%

Top 3 B.Com Rankers In 2016 - 17
Yogesh Malani 89.14%

Sajjan Rajpurohit 88.43%

Marilyn Antao 88.14%
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